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FRESH FIELDS 


I 

N/VrUIiK IN KN(}LANI) 

I 

riimC firnt whifT wo of Iran.snllHiitic' nutim^ 
X WfW llu* ponly hrcnlh of the ponsiuit ehiniuevH 
<if Irohuul \\hilo wo were yet iimny ut ntau 

What a homelike, fireside smell it was! it seemetl 
t<i make Homethiii^ long forgtdtcai stir within oIH^ 
One reeogni^.t‘s it ns a c’hnracleristie Ohi World 
odor, it savors so of the soil and of n ri|H* and meh 
low nnti<|nity, I know no tUlier fuel that yiehls ho 
ngrts'ulde a perfume as peat. Ihdess the Irishman 
in one has dwimlhsl to a very small frnt^titm, he 
will 1 h‘ pretty sure to dilnli* his noj^trils and fnd 
mnnv dim awukiUiing of memory on eatehing the 
seeni id this nius’Htrul fuel, ^flie fat. nuetiums peat, 
tlu' pith ami marnov of agen of vegetfihle growth, 
- how typic'id it h of mueh that lie^ there heft»re 
ns in the elder worhh «»f the slow ripenings fimi 
niHnumtlntiiins, tif e\tim*t life ami fnnuH. tiemyed 


ments oi me nana anci stna m unui, 

to their last motlicum of fertiliziiij^ tiuiulil ! 

With the breath of the ehinmey then* «*ftme pn*- 
sently the chimney sswaihiw. atul ilnij»|H*<i miit h 
fatigued upon the (hn'k of the steMtni-r. It «ni a 
still more welcome atul suggestive token, the l«tr<l 
of Virgil and of 'riitHU-ritus, anjuiiitited with every 
cottage roof ami elumney itv Ktir«*jK*. tuul with the 
ruined abbeys anti eaalle walls, Kvivpt its ligltter- 
colored breast, it seemetl ulentieitl with mir hartt 
swallow; its little black cap apju’ftnsl pulled dnwtt 
over its eyes in the same manner. »n«l its ghwsy 
steel-blue coat, its forketl tail, Us infantile feet, iitui 
its cheerful twitter were the same. Itttt its habits 
are different; for in Eurojw this swallow builds in 
chimneys, and the bird that answers t»t mtr ehiimiey 
swallow, or swift, builds in erevltw in l>arns ansi 
houses. 

We did not suspect we liatl taksni alawmi utir 
pilot in die little swallow, yet so it pmveil this 
light navigator always hails fissm the jxsrt of bright, 
warm skies; and Uic next moniing we fminsl our- 
selves sailing between shores Imsking in full lutu* 
mer sunshine. Those when after ten days of -»«.r- 
rowing and fasting in the desert of the »*»*r»n. have 
sailed up the Pntti of Clyde, ami theru'e tip the 
Clyde to Glasgow, on the morning t»f a {wrfert mid 
May day, the sky all sunshine, the earth all ver- 
dure, know what this eanenenM. t*- H„.t ..«K 


S(’otlaiui lt> hrtH'd one fair <nw\ hut wlu'ii the* fair 
(lay (U)es {’(yriK', it is \V(irtli IIh' prict* paid f(ir it. 
^riu* soul uud scMiliiiHMit <»f all fair waailhcT is in it; 
it is tlu‘ lloworinfi^ of tlu‘ in(*l(*orolof»;it’al inlhuuKTS^ 
tho rose cai this thorn of rain ntid nusl. 'Hu^se fair 
diiys, I was told, may In* (juite conlhhadly looked 
for in May; we wtTe so fortunate as to experi(*n<’e 
a series of tlnau, and the day wc* ('utensl port was 
aueh a ojh* ns yan wouhl sedeet from a Inmdnah 
'Tin' trnveli*r is in a mood tti he pleased after 
(dearini^ the Atlantie gulf; the eye in its eKuher« 
finer is ftdl of enresses and llntlery, and the deck 
(if a steanH*r is a rare vantage grtJtmd on any ocsai- 
sion of sigh! seeing ; it alhirds just thi* istilalttin 
and elevatiiiii needetl. Vet ftdly elistsamting these 
favonihle eciuditiuns^ the faet remains that Scsiteh 
simshiue is liewitehing» and that the seem^rv of 
the <‘lyde is unequnled hy any either approacdi to 
1'mrtipe. It is Hurope, nhridged nml assorted and 
pUHsed before you in tin* spare of a few hotirs, tht* 
highlands and ItH-hs and eastle eTounis! erags tin 
ihv one himtl; and the lowlands^ with their parks 
fimi farms, their manor halls nnd miitehlesH verdure, 
on the other. "l‘he eie is ismservative. and lit\es a 
IcHik of jM*rinafienr‘e and order, of peaee ami eonterit ' 
ment; and these Sroltdi shores, uitli tlnnr stone 
houses, eoiupiiet masonry, eleim fields, gra/ing herds 
ivied ma*e4\e foliage, perfert roads, \erdnnt 


mouniajus, iin mi uu* ifs 

hour in front of Grt*fnwk, iitnl then, mi thi- rrr>*t «•! 
the tide, make our way slowly iipword. 'Hh' lnu>l' 
scape closes around us. We rtin nhiiotl In ar tin' 
cattle ripping off the lush grass in the helil'i, ( hi*' 
jfeels as if he could eat grass himself. It is pnsltirnl 
paradise. We can see the daisies and Initten inis j 
and from above a meadow on the right a [mrt of f!i«s 
song of a skylark reache.s my ear. Indeed, imi o. 
little of the charm and novelty of this purl of tin- 
voyage was the iraprcsshm it made as of goin},* 
afield in an ocean steamer. We had suddeidy 
passed from a wildemesw of waters into a verdo 
rous, sunlit landscaiie, when* »c«re«-Iy luiy water 
was visible. The (dyde, stam after you leave ( tre« n 
ock, becomes little more than a laige. deep eanah 
inclosed between meadow banks, and from tbr> 
deck of the great steamer only the most elmriu 
ing rural sights and sountls gnH*t you. You an- nl 
sea amid verdant parks and fields of rlover and 
grain. You behold farm ottnipations sowing, 
planting, plowing — as from the middle of the At 
lantic. Playful heifers and skijiping hmd** take 
the place of the leaping ditlphhis and the basking 
swordfish. The ship steers her way amid turnip 
fields and broad acres of newly plantt-d jto}at«av 
You are not surprised tliat she nml* piloting. A 
little tug with a rope at her Ik»w palls her jird thi'» 
way and th«i that, while one at Iu.e 


come to the shipbuilding yards or the Clyde, where 
rural, pastoral scenes are strangely mingled with 
those of quite another sort. “ First a cow and then 
an iron ship,’’ as one of the voyagers observed. 
Here a pasture or a meadow, or a field of wheat or 
oats, and close beside it, without an inch of w^'aste 
or neutral ground between, rise the skeletons of 
innumerable ships, like a forest of slender growths 
of iron, with the workmen hammering amid it like 
so many noisy woodpeckers. It is doubtful if such 
a scene can be witnessed anywhere else in the world, 
— an enormous mechanical, commercial, and archi- 
tectural interest, alternating with the quiet and 
simplicity of inland farms and home occupations. 
You, could leap from the deck of a half-finished 
ocean steamer into a field of waving wheat or Win- 
chester beans. The vast shipyards appear to be 
set down here upon the banks of the Clyde without 
any interference with the natural surroundings of 
the place. 

Of the factories and foundries that put this iron 
in shape you get no hint; here the ships rise as if 
they sprouted from the soil, without waste or litter, 
but with an incessant din. They stand as thickly 
as a row of cattle in stanchions, almost touching 
each other, and in all stages of development. Now 
and then a stall will be vacant, the ship having just 
been launched, and others will be standing with 
7 



flags flying and timheni 
take to the water at the wsml hi 

large octmn steanieri** wiiitr**! fi»r m In p 
looketl biw*k» Httw the Iii-^t hliM-k nr 
away from one tif tlieiis^ and nmiiHirr 
tered down to the water and ghd«*d *otl 
current in the most g«*tiUf\ inmehidant wni 
able, I wondtwd at her »l«m” |*iire» im 
grace and conijwwun* with wisirjj ^Jir liw 
water; the prcihlem nirely s|iiili#-d find ^ 
just power enough* and init nn nnint* ^ 
The vcHHek an* knnehrd ifiiigunnllv up 
stream, on acHHiunt «if the narmiuin^^i uf l 
nek But to aueh a liriHHt td 4up'i, it 
in the world, hatelml upm the «i 

placid little river* amid mvh i|uirl rumili 
ia a novel exiamenw. Ilitl this i% tlriliiiii* 
island, with little lakes, litllr rnrr*, tpiii 
fields, but mighty interests arnl pnvrT it 
round the world, I was Ifnil i 

scene at home would have Iwn Irm plrii 
would not have been m mn|ia«1 aitfl tid.) 
would not have In^n a ganlen of n\np% iiod 
of turnips side by mh; havfiwkrrs iind « 
ers in adjoining flekk; mtlelt-^riWfli MUi! irnn 
seeking the waU*r within sight of riii’tl «*!: 
leave wide marf^n* and iiii il 

try, ajnd both man and nature mprawt 


utter tranquillity, and snail i say domesticity ox 
the mountains. At a distance they appear to be 
covered with a tender green mould that one could 
brush away with his hand. On nearer approach it 
is seen to be grass. They look nearly as rural and 
pastoral as the fields. Goat Fell is steep and stony, 
but even it does not have a wild and barren look. 
At home, one thinks of a mountain as either a vast 
pile of barren, frowning rocks and precipices, or 
else a steep acclivity covered with a tangle of primi- 
tive forest timber. But here, the mountains are 
high, grassy sheep-walks, smooth, treeless, rounded, 
and as green as if dipped in a fountain of perpetual 
spring. I did not wish my Catskills any different; 
but I wondered what would need to be done to 
them to make them look hke these Scotch high- 
lands. Cut away their forests, rub down all in- 
equalities in their surfaces, pulverizing their loose 
boulders ; turf them over, leaving the rock to show 
through here and there, — then, with a few large 
black patches to represent the heather, and the 
softening and ameliorating effect of a mild, humid 
climate, they might in time come to bear some re- 
semblance to these shepherd mountains. Then over 
all the landscape is that new look, — that mellow, 
legendary, half-human expression which nature 
wears in these ancestral lands, an expression famil- 
iar in pictures and in literature, but which a native 
9 



I Ml 


gross, luillfnui 

added ehann (^f tlie tioH* atnl hmnnn 

history, the ripening nmi lunrliuratiug inllururi* uf 
long ages of elose inul loving t»i rtijiafiun ♦♦f Ihr nuih 
— naturally a cltH*p, frrtile ^oil timlrr a luilii, vnrv 
humid eliitmlts 

There is an unexperted, iin unrvplninuHl Inn* lunl 
attraction in the liitulHoape* a pm um'. rmiiiuM'ml 
feeling in the air itself. Xafnif’ !ur^ ltr««un inrliuw 
under these humid skies, in our llrr* rr « Inonfe 
she grows harsh luul severe, t hi** ni Morr uhv 
this fragrant Old World luis doiniioil^'d ilo* ailVr 
tiona and the iniaginalious of our mid ; 

it is saturated with huniiui ipiiditie*. it i ^ sinrhiuii 
with the ripeness of ages, the ven iinirruu Cut of 
time. 


It 

I had come to Qmii llritain le^-^ to %ee the no!*sl 
sights and plaees than to observe iLi^ genual ho r 
of nature. I wanted to steep fnvM-lf long luul i.^rdl 
in that mellow, benign liunUi’ape, and pul lo further 
tests the irnprcvssions I had got of if duriui? n bijni v 
visit one autumn, eleven yearn lHd«»re. lif'ut'r I 
was mainly intent on miiming ulmnt Itir (-MUfiliy . if 
mattered little whm». IJkf* iin litfio *4ofrd luih 
relics and heirlooms, thc^re is no phn-r in b!i*gb^nd 
where you cant\ta itwianily turn frtitu liiiliirr to 

ur 


r*" V,* 

iirtisli(* iulfrrHi. 

My journal nf lrnv(‘l i.s a hric'f ono, and keeps to 
a few t>f Ihe uinin lim*s. After spending a (’on]>lc 
uf days in (Jlas^r(»\v\ we wtad down to Allowny, 
in Burns's (unintry, and had our first taste of the 
lieauly and swec'luesH of rural Britain, and of the 
[irivnew ainl ecnufcjrt of a little Seoteh inn. The wea- 
:her was ('\(‘(*ptit)nally fair, and tin* int‘llow Ayr- 
diin' lnn(Ueap4% lhr(‘adi*d hy tlu^ Doon, a perpetual 
lelight, d'heiK’e we wind in^rth on a short tour 
hr<ni|L^h the IH^(hlnnds, up Loeh Lomond, down 
t^oeh Kiitriiu', ami Ihrotifd^ Ihc* 'Prosnt'hs to ('allnn"* 
ler, ami thtajec* (t) Slirlin|j^ and 1‘hlinhurgh. After 
i few days in the Setitc'h caipitnl we set out for 
'nrlyh'*s eonntrv, \vh<*re we passes! five dedightful 
lays. 'Pin* next wet»k fotiinl us in WordswortlPH 
att<i,amlthe icith ed J\me in I/OiuUm. After a week 
u*re I went dttwn into Surrey and llants^ in tpnvst 
»f lln^ nightieigahs for four or fivc‘ days. 'I'ill tin* 
nitldle «luly I hovercsl aland lannhau making 
re«|neid r\etirNions into the eountrv, eaist, sottih, 
mrth, west, and onee aeross iht' ehaimel intti hVaiuv, 
\ InUH* 1 lunl a linig 'valk tiver the hills aliout Ihni" 
tigne. Jtdy In \vt‘ la’gnn otir rettnm jnurmw north 
rar<K stnpping a few days at Slrathird, when* 1 
ound the Heil Ilurne Inn *>iarlly ilegenended from 
wvHS of travel, 'Phenee again into the Lidve regitm 
lit It longer slay. From (irasnuTe we went h\U% 


seeing around and over the jiKtuntsiin-.. Tlti- 
week of July we were agiiiu in ( UfiHgdw . front w hi< li 
port wc sailed on our hontewunl voyngt- .Iul\ -i!). 

With a auitnhle eonipanum. 1 shotild jtnilnihly 
have made many long {K'tle'ilrtnn ttiur-*. A'* it ujih, 
I took many short lull delightful uiilkn Imih in 
England and Seolland, with n half thty’M wnlk in 
the north of Ireland aliout Muville. ‘T !•* mi ndnii- 
rable country to walk in, - the nuidn «re hd dry 
and smooth and of sueh easy griiiie. the f<Hit[intli't 
so numerous and so liohl, ninl the elitiiate >*ii e<K>l 
and tonic. One night, with a friend, I walkeii from 
Rochester to Maidstone, part t»f the wtiy in a '(Ictw 
rain and part of the way in the darkin-iH. \\v had 
proposed to put up at some one of the little itms 
on the road, and get a view of liie weald of K<'nt in 
the morning ; hut the inns refiitt-d ns t'literttiinnienf, 
and we were compelled to tltt the eight miles nl night . 
stepping off very lively tlie last four in order to n iu h 
Maidstone before the hotels wen* slmt up, w lu« h 
takes place at eleven o’chu-k. 1 learnei! (his night 
howfragrant the English ehler is htle itt and 

that distance lends cnehanlment tti the Hiuell, \\ In it 
I plucked the flowers, wliich seemeti preei .eU like 
our own, the otlor was rank and tlisagn-ealde . Imt 
at the distanee of a few yards if Ih.nled tijMm the 
moist air, a spicy and pleasing |M*rfnine. 'Ute elder 
here grows to be a veritahle laa*; I saw sjaa imen* 



5cv(ni or uh’Ikvs m (liainolcr and twonly fcc't 

lu^h. Ill (lu‘ tnoruiiif^ \\ v \vnlk(»cl lau’k hy n (lilTiTout 
route, inkiui,^ iu Hoxlev Clnin’li, where the pil^riniH 
used to pniist* on their way to ( ’nutt'rhury, and ^et« 
ting many good vi<‘\vs cd Kcail grain fields and hop- 
yards. Soiuelinu's tlu* road wmund through the 
Inndsenpe likt' a hn^tpath, with nothing helw(‘en it 
and the rank growing <'rops. An oeiaisional nc'vvly 
pl<»\ved field pn'staittsl a eurious appearnne<‘. "Phe 
seal is upon the ehalk formation, and is full of large 
frngnuatls of Hint. 'Phest' work out upon tlu' sur- 
tnrt\ and, luang white* and full td artieadution.s and 
pniee^Hses, gi\t* to the gnnmd the appt‘nran<*e of be- 
ing thi(*kly strewn with lames, with thigh hunt's 
gr<*atly foreslmrltauak Vet thest* old hones in skill- 
fnl hands ninkt* a nionl t'lh'elive huihling umttTiah 
'Pliey appear in all tin* oUl ehnn*hes and nueieut 
hnihUngs in the south of Knghnnl, Broken sipinrely 
(df, the flint slnnvs n fine stmii tninspan*nt surfaee 
that, in eomhinntioii with eonrser innitTiak has a 
remarknish* t*rystallim* elfeet. < )ne <if the nmst 
delieiouH hits of nrehitei'lnrnl deeoration I sinv in 
hhigland was pnalneetl. in the* front wall of erne* of 
the* old huihlings attaeh«*t| to tht* eatln*drnl at ('an- 
lf*rhnrv, hy litth* stjuares (d t!n“%e flinlH in hriek 
panel work, d1ie estoh pedluc'id, ilhuuinnting efft'ed 
«d the flieit was jnd the j>n*p«*r foil ttj the wnrnu 
ghtwJng, li\iil hrie k. 


Gad’s Hill; iht' day mul untnii, hull 
half shadow; thi* air full at Ihr 
a rich, fertile huukiipe all nUuist m . Ihr 
wheat just in hluonu dsidicil uiilt m iuh I 
and presenlly, on the rhdit» d1«anir. m urw 
dotted with vesselst Siddnni iui\ r^slllf or 
herds in Kent; thegnnind tin* udimldr. it i. edl 
givenuptoMdieai^oHls, Imrlrv, hup^, frmt. luid wui 
ous garden prothu'e. 

A few days latt‘r vve walked frum I'r^t-rduun t«i 
Canterbury, and frtnn the top »»f IIurldnlMwii hill 
saw the nuignifirenl eiilliedml ^tiihh'iily break iipMii 
us as it ditl upon the fiMilwm* iimt woi'dapfnl pd- 
grima centuries ago. At this puinl, it v* ^muh they 
knelt down, which mHnm ipiitr pr*»ltiibh\ llo^ %iriv 
is so imposing. The eiiilirdrid 4iiiid"i out foan mnl 
above the city, m if the laltrr were llir bnnuhaiMn 
upon which it rtrsUnL Chi thi'^ ttidk «r pirv:>f’d 
several of the famous cherry orrhard-^ of tht'* 

tliriftiest trees arul the fincr4l fruit I rvrr \Vr 
invaded one of the ortdianls, iitid prup^*%« d ti» pur 
cliaae some of the fruit of the mrri tuigugrd in path ■ 
ering it. But they nduml to wll it, fnnt m* uidit 
to do so, they miid; hut otic «tf Ihtun fi4h»^.wd j** 
across the orcdiard, and naid in a rrudhtmlnd %\ny 
that he would ace that wc hail ^omr rlu^rrir-j II 
filled my companitm’i^ Imi, and ai^rrpli’d mn dollmg 
with alacrity. In gt^iting hark hilo Ihr 


\vt*ll l)fsin«‘an*{l vvilli a inixiun' of lar and gnxnso, 
an in^naiions (h'virt* for tnarkiii*^ tnvspasst'ps. \V(' 
si\\ ill lln' sliadn ol' a Iriu* aial nl<‘ our fruit and 
srrapod our I'lnihi's, wliilo a Iron]) of lu(’y<'lis[s lik'd 
l>y. Alioul Ilia hast ^’^linipsas I liad of (‘antarhury 
aathadral aflar llu' iirst viaw from UnrljU'dimm 
lull wara ol>(aiiH‘d wliila lyin^>; upon iny liaak on 
lln‘ ^^rass, mak'r llu* .sluulow of ils walls, and pr/ing 
up at tlu' jac’Kdaws Hying about llu' atuilral towi'r 
am! g<»ing out and in wi'ath(*r worn opt'iiing.s tliraa 
buudrt'il IVai abova nu\ 'I'han' saaniatl to 1 h' sf>ina 
uikb i>iiuiaak’d iiiouniain paak or roaky ladga up 
than* lowanl tlu' sky, wlii*rc» lla* fowls of (la* air 
had nin<la tlu'ir ni'sts, M'aiiri' from rnolastaliom 
'Tlia \\n\ tlu* binls inakt* llu*iiisalvas at hoina about 
tliast* xa^t araliitaalurni piles is vary plt*asing» 
I starlings, jackdaws, swallows, sparrows, taka 

llu'ui as to a wood or to a c’liir. If llu’rc* wc'H' 
only soniathing to giv<‘ a corraspomling toiU'li tif 
nature or a throb of Ufa insidi*! But (hair iiilt'rlors 
are only imprassiva sapulahrcs, tomhs within a 
tomb. Your own buitfalls sat*m lika llu* echo of 
pa^t ngas. dlia^* aatluMlrals belong b» tbe jileisto- 
ci'tie ptu'iod of man’s religious history, the period 
of gigantic' forms. How vast, hmv monstnms, how- 
it'rribh* in bc*auty and gower! hut in our day ns 
empty and tlead as tlu* slu'lls upon the short*, "riu* 
('tdd, thin eta’Iesiaslieism that now mastpierutles in 



them hardly disturlw the in tht ir f entnd i 
I saw five wcir’^hijMT*^ iit the ele rn! rut r in 
tcrbury, arid idniut tlu* numlHr f*f vi 

spectator??. F<)r rny part, I rMtiJd nut i.ike 
off the nnnrmnts ef Hiunr tif tlir ultf *4iiiiir*! uij 
up aloft. If I vvc»r^liijM*il nt idl. it uie» tay d 
admiration of llune n*li« *rhrr«* nm 

no doubt abcHit Itie faith that iir^jditai tho^r 
low them were wutie jL^orgeaiieA laaderu au-n 
windowH: stninetl glii^H, indent! h*tid. i.^arida 
painty; while thene were like n f Hnibinaltuu u 
ciouH Htone^s nml gernn, full of tieplh and ri* hn 
tone, and* above alh .^«Tiate4. ria! e*nirtia|,( 
aliention. My eye wii?^ nut inii* It tala a uilb 
at first, and not till after it hut! ri^ruilrd fnn 
hard, thin glare in rny inimediiite front 
From Canterhiiiy^ I went tt» Dmrr, ami 
part of a day widking idong tfif'- tn Fitlkr 
There is a good ftwitpath thiit the rdi^e t 

cliffs, and it is rniieh frt^jnented. It f him 
istic of the ttimpac^lness ami of thi^i 

island, that there in not nn im*h iff wmiv hind 
thm sea margin; the fertile mllinn hmd^eii{H% 
ing -with wheat and barley* am! with irrii^^ 
ready for the seylhe. is etil ’^ijitaridy off li> th* 
tha plow and the nmper fsime to the vrrv bri 
the chalky cliffs. As ymi nli dinvrt mi Si 
spearc's Cliff, with your flnngUng tn the i 




n'arn naru [uuc'k \uv iicucis nncl itic scar- 

b‘l puppit's. Nc\t‘r luiv<* 1 seen such <|n!cl juistoral 
lH‘a\hy lake such a stuhh'n h’ap into spac<‘. 
th<‘ scene is Inriu* iti c»n(* sense: there is no hint of 
the wiltl anti the snva|i;c; IIh‘ rock is soft and fri~ 
i hie, a kind tiT chalky iu*(‘ath which the s(*h th'vours 
readily; tin* hills art* like* freshly cut lofivi‘.s; slice 
nflt*r sllct* has hc(*n eai(‘n away hy lln* hungry <*le- 
nu*nls. Silting lH*n\ I saw no crows and chough.s'' 
winging ‘Min* inithvay air," hut a spec‘i<*s of hawk, 
‘‘haggards of the nicks,*' were* dislurhed in the 
niches he!u*aih me, and (lew along from point to 
point. 

** d1ie murnniriiig surge, 

'Fhat on tlte uaritmiht rM idle pclddes rlmfes* 
(‘nnind he heiirtl so higli/* 

I hatl wonth*rc'd why Shakespe*are had inad<» his 
st*nslH»rcs pelihly instead of sandy, and now 1 saw 
wity: they arc p(*hhly, with not a grain of sand to 
1 h* ftannl M‘his chalk formation, as 1 have aln*ady 
snitl, IS fnll (lint noduli's; and ns the shore* is 
eaten away hy the sen. these* ronmhal masses rt*rnnim 
M'hey soon lieronn* worn into smooth pehldes, whiidi 
hi*neafh the poumling of the nrf give out a strange 
clinking, rattling souink Across the (‘Imnnel, on 
the kVcnch stth*, then* is mf»re satnl, hut it is of the 
tun* of iinid and rnd plf*nsing to hiok upon. 

Of other walks I Imd in Fniglamh I reeall with 
tdt-jtsorc fiSuiidfiv ufi the* Thiimt’s toward Windsni:*.* 


the day perfect, th«‘ rtvc*r inn** ihr 

shore swarming with prth’MriuuH niul pirnii Iu th; 
young alhlelie I/Oiuhm, ninli* uitd f«^iuiih\ rit4yng 
forth CIS hungry for Itu* air iuhI tin- r n'i 
young nKUmtain hertlH feu* Mill, I mm r ur 
imagined anything like it. ( )m‘ ^liorr of ihr i hatarH, 
sometimes the right* soiurtimt’H Ihr l« fl, if 
belongs to the public*. N<* private i^nniml ^ ioiuinrr 
lordly, are alhiwed to monoiadi/r both ’•dtlrv 

Another walk was iiUfud Win* henlrr nmi Sali^^ 
bury, with more iniliieilrnl vimung i lor of tlie 
most human tilings to be hih*si in the grr.if t niju- 
drals is the eiirveii ituiige of %mnr old kidghf i<r 
warrior prince rt'sting above Id^i tomb* tt tlli bi'^ frf*t 
upon his faithful dog. I \vm fourht*t| by t!u^^ rv 
membranee of the dog. In nil nm^-^ hi* hwikt^d idrri 
and watehrul, as if gunnlitig Iiih miinirr obih* he 
slept, I notieeci that Cnatiwrll^ ?»ohlirf4 urre 
apt to batter of? the* nost^ and eitriM of Ihr th»g limn 
they were those of tlie knifflit. 

At Stratford I did inon* walking Afte r ii rtnv 
on tlie river, we strolled through flie hn%. gravyv 
field in front of the eliimdu riHhilmt of t mul 
clover, and sat for an hour tm tin* nuirgin t*f tlie 
stream and enjoyed the {m4oriil braitly iiiiil Itu* 
sunshine. In the afternoon fit wim Siimliit, ^ I 
walked aeroas the fields to Hholtrry* ami thru fo! - 
lowed the road m it wound amid the tpinitil hillr 


ii ti w i^uiui v lU'Hi.'s ui H .sinUMy 

highway. 'To |:»:iv<‘ a incn't' ininuti* acc^dtinl of 
lish {HHUiiry simmun and sunnds in niidsnauiuT, I 
uil! hwv .s<aii<‘ jtiHiai^^s in niy nnic hook, 

made' iluai and tluTt*; 

I<J. In lilt* lit'ltls Ix'vond Slioitt'rv. 
and l>nH*/y\ nilli aj>|H’aranfi‘ nf NlmwtTs in 

ila* distmnH*. 'riu*rmt»mt'lt*r prohahly alamt st'V- 
anty; a ^nod wcirkiny: inn|a*ralnn*. ClDvnr %vlnt(% 
rat!, nml yt'lhnv (wliilt* prt'doininating) in tlio 
fit'ltls all alunit mt*, "riu* rad vary naldy; the* wliita 
Iar|C<*« 'I'lia “tdy ladiraaldt* liinl \taat* that cif tlia 
yt'llcnv hainniar, twn t»r Ihrat* lu*infc ^uthin aar .shot, 
'I1ia snng inuali liki* arrtain sparmw NtaigH, tmly 
infaritjr: ,vfv f r r ; <ir, //. //, // f/au 

pir r r(t!St\ Ihntav lii't's on iha wlnta alnvar. 'Turf 
vary lliit'k am! Npringy. HU|iptirtin|| t\vt> nr thraa 
kiiuU nf gra*^*^ radtnp and haardtal rya- 

l^ruNs, \urhnv lra\ad phmtniiu a ft‘\v Imitaratijw, 
a Hiiiall yrlltiw Ihnvar nnknnwn tn nu* (pntladdy 
latUt'H* aKf» H|K‘{*it*s nf dnudnlitm ami pru- 

mdin, 'Tha laml thnnvn inin rnarktal swalls twanly 
fart hrnnd. Tntj Stifidny st'liutd lyni^ tm tin* 
ItruHM in tha t»lhar and nf tha ltt*ld. A nmnhar nf 
ytning man playing mana giniia. parhapH annW, 
M*atad nil tlia grnuml ill an mijtaning fit*hk Saan’-aly 
any ^igiH t»f mithainiinar h» nia; nn ripaiH'^H ur 
nuitiirity in imtnn* yat. *Vhv mtv tamlar nml 

suiH'iilant* tha ntraanm full nml milv. Varmw nml 


cinqueiou alnti m iiu‘ wnrrr i t in* jiutn« 

tain in hUnmi un«t fmijniiiL \l*unt IIm* tlu 

iTum(loW“H\vcH»t in full with n finr rifnuitu*!ii 

odor* A wild nwn lirr*’ anti Ihrrr in I fir 
roWH, The wiltl c‘lrmiitiH nmrly mi«|> tu 
in appeamnre itlnuHt itlenlinil uilh «uir mm, Tht^ 
wheat and natj^ full i^rnwin l»nt ii»st \ri turjiiiiit. 
The elands saft atul flmw, Prunt Ihi *hirk purpir. 
A few paces fnrlhcr mi I cntrr u *iur nf 

the broadest I have seeiu tlie rniiidl»rd fuinl and 
smooth as usuah about ?4\tt*rn frrf \\hh\ with 
grassy margins twelve firl Htdr» mhdrnf %ulli 
white and rtnl clover. A riidi furudng laiitpa-ajit^ 
spreads around nK\ with Idue hith^ in tbr far 
Cool and fftssh like June, Btiniblrlin-i brrr nnd 
there, more hairy than at home, A plmv in u tirld 
by the roadside is m heavy I cun bnrriy tm*\v if, 
‘—at least ihrin* times m lieiivy h.% un Anirrinni 
plow; beam verj^ hmg. laik four im*!ir‘4 4i|iiiirt\ the 
mould-hoard a thick plank, l*he ^uil likr juiity; 
where it dries, cnunhling into wtialh hard lump^, 
but sticky and tough when damp, Shiike^jH^iire*^ 
soil,— the fimmt ami most vermtile ml of the wm hb 
the product of a sticky, stuhlamt rluy -Tiink! lirre 
is a field where every allenmte nv^rll h ^imdl, Un- 
large swells heave up in a veiy finJlm like wm 
real turfy billows, crested with white rliivrr1d*re= 
soma.** 

fin I’tiw 


I' ...... 


I, M I » » «•» 1 ». V Iiiu 'll 

whites HufI, hi^.*:h pih’il tlunHltM'lu^nils. Ph‘iity of 
|»iuk lilHrklM‘rrv hhisscnuH tlit* road; lu*rl) 

Itcdu'rt in l>l<»niiu aaci n kiiul uf Snl<aa(»n\s*s(*al ns 
at hunus mid \\ hat apjaairs tt> ha a spcaias iiT ^nldtm- 
rial with a iniflMUiirurrv siualk 'riu» aula af thi‘ 
yallaw haniiata’ aiitl ilia w ran hara and llM*ra. Haaah» 
ln*as lantlad uith inaHt and htuuiuin^^ with huiiihh'™ 
haas, prnhahly |,nitharia|!; laaiay daw* \shiah staans 
to ha mart* nhundaat lu*ra than with us. 'riu* laiuh 
saapa like* a wall kt*pt park dultad with fi:rt*at Iraevs, 
whiah lunkt* islands af Nhacia in a sau af grass. 
Drnvas Ilf shaap gracing, and hanls nf i*atth* n*pnS“ 
ing in llm sui'anlanl liahN. Nnw (ha jusl fall hraa/t* 
hrings nu* tha rat I la uf a innwing iniM'hims a rari^ 
Huund hf*ri% ns innst nf tha gtass is ant hy hand. 
Idia grant iimtinidass arms t»f a wintlinill rising han* 
and than* nhn\t‘ tha htui/nn. A gantlanunds turn- 
nnt hv with glittariiig whaals anti spanking 

tt‘iun; till* fnntfimn in li^-atw hi hiitik tha ganllatiimi 
driving. I haar his htalva sarapi* us ha puts it nn 
dnwn tha gntitla dasatUit. Nnw a lark gtH'S nff. 
^rht*n tin* nudlnw hnrii nf a mw nr haifar is ht*artk 
'riian tha hlaat nf shf*ap, 'Tha rrnws anu hnarsaly, 
lu’W llnta-ri hv ilia fnatl dsla* hu! liai’a and t tiara 
iiahind thr tna< iu tin di4aiirt‘. ! haar tha gnaii 
fuH h, strniigar and siunpar than mir gnldlim lu hnt 
lass plaasing. ”1 ha nialnn d hmk nf sunia lialds nf 
iilniia sugin*sts laid'ainiiurr. Sa\aral HiHS’ia.s 


of mint by tho rofidHi(U\ wrinu. whitt* tin 
erous plantH. EverywluTn ihiit n^snl uml nf Hrb ^ 
ain, the Shujirlv pilrn »»f rund uintrnal mn\ 

pounded vStoue at n%xi\nr didnurrH. vwry {m0nvnt 
of which will pt tlmnigh a tuu inrh ritm I1ii 
roads arc incndtMl only in wuit«*r. aiHl ntr brut n-i 
smooth and liard as a rock. Nu ur lluiiik - 

y’-uia’auiH* in them to lurn th«' wntrr ; iW\ nlird 
the water like a nnindetl pavtinen!. ih\ iulb 
three milcH fnnu Stnilhird, whrr«’ a lin|.:rr p«» 4 piuiif i 
you to Hampton laicy, I turn and thr ^pitr uf 
ShakcHpeare's church helwtnm ihc It \u\% in 

abroad, gentle valley, atid ri^t-4 ulmw inmds 
‘I hope and praise (ha! it will keep butie/ naift thr 
old woman at wheme little ciittage ! 4upj»f*d f**r 
ginger-beer, attracted by a sign in the uJiulffnv. 
‘One penny, sir, if you pleiiHt*. I miidt* it 
sir. I do not leave the fnmt d«M»r irnfa^teiird * mi 
doing it to let me out) ‘when I lun ihovn in tb«* 
garden,’ A wease*l runs iicroH^ the miid in fiiuil 
of me, and is scolded by n little bird. d1ir li««Iv 
of a dead hedgehog festering benide tlie \ 

species of St, John’s-wtjrt in bhauiu nm 

a small convolvulus, Abo it of plantnii., 

with a head large as rriy fmgi*r, purple tinged %ufli 
white. Road matins wide, gnts.^y. imd frngmnl 
with clover. IMvd in hltHiin in ilm luntifr^. pimit |r » 


and uvt*nut* hc'i\vi*rn imlilr tn-r^s iHM’rh, a^ln rhu» 
an«l nalv. All tin* Hrltls an* hutnnlc’d !iv lint's td 
.state ly Irt't's ; tin* iii4anf.‘ is Mark with tlirin. A 
lann* iliistlr In tin* run«lsi<l«\ uifh htnat'IrHs Innnhlr 
^ nil fhr liratls at htntir. sninr rf ihrm U Iiitr 
fnrn! and st 1 . ’llu jlrs ran* in tliis tnaiutrv. 
Wrrtls nf all knid« larr <*\rr|»t (1 h‘ nrtllr, 'Fhr 
|jlnrr l<» srr tin* S«s»li h fhi Jlr is nut in Srnihuul t»r 
l'ni;h^iid. dut in Vnunaru." 

in 

Mfiglainl i** likr thr tiiar».dn rf a sprinif nin rnair 
its Htiitrrt*, aluitvs reiuk uUvius 

lMni4, rntujsaral Is frrt* fnnn ( 1 * 1*4 in uinfrr atinl 
fnnn ilr«»n*dit in siintiutT. d'h** '|*nni:t ulurh 

it iturH this rharifrln* is thr iiuH Strrani, u liirh 
hrini^s nit rf fhr j»il i4' llsr ss.nthrrn Mi-raii \shat thr 
fiiuntaiin nu! *'f flir hov. r|s nf fhr tstrih n 

ttnihn'in hau|Hi'af ttn\ hns Init (nir.lajit; a Fmi,^ in 
wiutrr, II rk»nd in sttnnurr d hr -j»iri! uf |.«rfilh\ 
rrrtihkdint snuiint-'r rain prihaps nrsrr trok mu h 
tniudhlr and tu|i«i*najdrrid '4iia|*r Indiirr i haid 
rvnlvrd* rhnul rlts rh -I’rd, r!<»nd |ifr! rltsl. if hlls 
tin* rvr rf thr Ainrfirsn fmsi-lrr V 5 i!}i a si-^i*sn ««f 
|,tri*riinrs'» sHi*h as hr has nr\*'T iN.-fMrr dii-anird ui , 
II |n‘r«*niirss fiurn i»f |*rs|«r*nal Mas, lrnd»'r. nntar 
fiisiu^d, vwr rnimsrd, and n% iiinhirtn and all 
Viultnn: iis llir ridii drmr. thn! fall, isnrrinr unnnt^ 


tain, dilTt and viilt* iilika. d 1 *r ruufjilti:! 

flowing cmiliivos givtni t«i nur land rapri In ii tlwp 
fall of 800 w art’ givni it» fh«‘ 1 ^ In tin i di |»f!i 

of vegotahla tucmld luul thi^ nil |n«n.nl!it|t %rrstntr 
whioh it support hu!n*d« it nns« hi Ho 

shelvcH and projnc'tiouH tif tin nn-L.- uh jf ii f«H 
from iho Houds, a kiinl t»f i/rmi m-ni, unit it 
clings to tlicir rough or sliuiting !ihr niMt*! 

flakes. In the little vhIUhh an*! «ho i! npiH-iuH 
to lie deepest. Only tin* imd hiMln-ii UH-kv 

crests of Ihelughest Sis»toli and rtHo!»«’i husd ini*nn 
tains are harts Adovvn thrir trcsHi fin* iu«»n 4 » 

fresh greenness fairly drips, (Jrinv) 
and evermore grass, Is then* ntnUlnT r^nttifry 
under the sun ho hmiHlnoiunh I»rii*iir|ir!rd. nml Ur- 
curtained with grass? Kvni ilir uomJh nrr fnl! uf 
grass, and I have mm thnn iiitnun;,» in n 
Grfkss grows upon the rm^ks, tipuo ihr wnlh, un thr 
tops of the (dd eastles, on the id thr 

and in winter the hay^m*^! Htunrlinn ^ Hpr«»iit 4 iipi«n 
tile backs of the Klitmp. l\irf u^rd an rapping to 
a atone fence thrives and hlinmis uh if tijHui fhr 
ground, There seems to In* n dt*|*»v4i frioa th- 
atmosphere, a shnv Imt steinlv le MuiiiilaliMti of 
a black, peaty rntnihl utMin nil r^p^i.i 4 

that by luul by snppt)Hs some of Hor I«#«ri or 
cryptogarnous forms of vegtdittion I 1 ir-.r Awm 
and add to the soil. WW 


HtH’lio < ‘astl<* I saw tuu nr IlinT of 

wihl f1«»wrrs oiu* Initalrrci ftH-t fruTn tlu 

grniual aial haiiptin*^ tin* Inurint in jMTihms rc'ach- 
HHil flitnhimv^ tlinii. ’I lu^ very sl(uu*s 

srt*ui to spnitil. My ntinpantnii uuale a skeleh 
a Hirikinf^ rrd luai \sliile fluurrs ltkH»iniii|.^ 

far tip nil (tiir nf the liiit I rrs'M‘4 itf lliM’hfster ('alh('^ 
liral. Tla* '^nil will rlimli to any lieii^^lit. IinkHnl* 
tliere Ht*rnn4 to lu' a kiia! of liner soil tlnalin^!^ in 
the air. Ihn\ c^lne ran one nrmiint hir the | 4 ;<aH*ral 
.-Hinilt of the htiinnn free ; lul Inunh* in tlii^ entintry* 
aiul the iinpos^ahili!) of keepinir liin o\vn eltam ? 
Mill' niuva'Je*«l lmf«i here ipiiekl} leaves its mark 
{>n whatever it tonelii .. A j»n4ntj‘"e<l ne|^let*t (jf 
Mtaip uiiil water, au«l I think nta* woukl tie presently 
envereil uitli a Isise |nern isiouhk tike that upon 
th«* linles of the tft« in the woods. If the niinn 
w iTe nut iMs asioiutU) hem \ tatoti|di to elean them 
ntr. I have nn donht that tin* roofs of all hthhlinit*^ 
in I’higliuid \watld in a few usns Ue eo\ered with 
tnrf. and that dairies and hntleriatps would hlnoin 
upon them. How ipiiekl^ all new linihliui^*^ tnkt* 
nti the prrvailiiny h«»k of aee ainl mellowness! 
One nissls to lime sren the efrat atrlnleettjrnl piles 
ami fmmnments of llntaiji to iippreeiate Slinke 
Bja‘nrt**s line. 

***rhiit unsw«‘pt stone, hr’anrared with datlidi 'rime.** 



mounUiinK to appm*iiitr thr ttrM riplivr fun ** uf iIuh 

other line, * -• 

“The turfy nicmiitiuuM wlirn* li^r ilir tiihhhiii* 4i«'rp.“ 

The turfy rnouutnhi^ tin* thv iHnwrpI fhut 

have held and utiliml ftirir rvt r inrira^^ini' rapt 
tal of dirt. Them" va4 rtK’hy rtiiinrnrt-i urr Httiffnl 
and padthnl with it thr simiy ^s»il nf the 

houHetopH anti trf tlu* ^riiny liniunii hand, ili rpi tii il 
and aecnnnulaltHl till it inniridie*^ tin* fiord, 
grasa. 

It was this turfy and graw-* rliiinsc^lrr «d 
moimtains — I am tempteil in %i4y llinr t-tidtiMny 
cliaraeter — that no muling or pirlnrr vir%uijg uf 
mine had prt^paml me for, In the nit or on cim- 
vas they appeaml li!:e hanl iind fromniisg m 
and here I iHdudrl them as gret*n find -un'r'idi'iit m 
any meadowdmnk in April or Mny, viv4, fdinjitril 
shecp-walkii and rabbit »warreris» Irerh-^^. *d«rublr%’4* 
generally without Iwise iHudders, sli« K ing r«« k’s or 
sheer preeipiccm; often rtiumlnh fiinininr, dimplrd* 
or impressing one as if the rtn^ liiul luen ibm 4 up 
beneath an iinmenm^ nireltdi of the biwm and 
had earned Uie turf with it heavt^nwiirtb ftiulifu^ ii 
h^ and there, but pr^erving u.vrn% of it mtmi. 

In Scotland I aic*cmdts..l Bm not om* of 

the highest or mi^cshmt of the Hisilrb iiu»tmtiiiio% 
but a fair sample of them, and my ftait wm mddom 


H sut uralcd \Vh<*r(' 1 (‘X|>(*ctt*(l a dry course, 

1 fiaiuti a wcl one. The Ihic’k, sprin^^y turf was 
t»o/,in|i: with \vali*r. Instt’uti of heiug hulked hy 
j)reeipi<a'N. 1 wa^i hindered hy swamps, WIuti* a 
tnngh* of hru^h tw n elnios c»r luiuhlers .should have 
<h‘hiimd UH% 1 was piekin^ my way as through a 
wt*l meadi»w hutliun liittsi up at an anjy:l(‘ of forty- 
fi^e dejf;n‘es. My feel heeaine soaked when my 
shins should have ht'en hntisad. Oeeasionally, a 
large deposit t»f pent in some fnvoretl phu’e laid 
gi\en way iieutsilh the strain itf much water, and 
h»ri H hlnek ehnsin a few uirds wide and a yard or 
more tteep. (“old spring runs \uur almndant, wilct 
(louc*rs h»w, grass unixersah A loping hart' started 
up liehwe me. n pair «‘f ringetl ousels took a hasty 
ghinee nt net' fnnti hehiml a rtn-k, sheep ami luiuhs, 
the* lathu’ uhilt' and ronspirtnms hesidt* thc'ir dingy 
and all htif in\isihle thims, were seuttc'rc'd hen» and 
tluu't', the wheat lair uneoveret! its white r\unp us it 
flitted from n»ek lo r<H'k, ami the imiuntain pipit 
tlisphnetl its httklike tail. No sound of wintl in 
the trees, thi're were no trc't's, no seartal hriuu'hes 
and tninks that su mihanet* and sH oif tlii' wildness 
of our luountnin tops, <ht llu* summit the wind 
whistled around tin* otitrropping nteks and hummetl 
luuoiig the heather. Inrt the greiit moimtniii tlid md 
purr or n»iu like one einereil with fort'sts. 

I lingered f*»r an lunir tir more, and gnml upon 



summit of IJen mt tm la ilu- 

west, rose a few humlrt^d mr i in 

peaks I eoulcl see siuiw i»r luiiss.ttori' f Inlf 

four or five hoUHes, mo^^lly lisiiol*!** 'i1ir|sln-rsl ih%f*}| 
ings, were vinihle in ihmt 1 hr ^nin 

shone out at interviiln; the tlrnioft rh*n4-^ ftajifr‘4 
low, their keels sern[nng the r**rk’^ *4 "samr af shr 
higher siirntnits. The atiiio%|»lirrr fiilrii 

a curious white filnu like watrr willi smlk, 

an effect only prcHhuHnl at li«itiie In n lh«r usi'^t 
“A certain tanieues«i in the view, i^ifirr M/* | rr- 
corded in my notedmnk mi the ** |»f^rfni|ei 

because of the trim iirul rlmtnrtr-r t4 ihr 

mountain; not Holenm and , hm 

of age or power. I'he rtirk rmpi. *ml wlir-rr. 
but it can hardly look you in the hire, it ernia^ 
bling and inHignifieimii shows nn friswnin,!* luilK, 
no tremendous cleavage; rmlhinif nu^rlisifiiidiig amt 
precipitous; no wrath ami nmd »«f ihr rUrt ^^4%.** 
Even in rugged StHitlimd niitiin^ i** m^trrrh wildrr 
than a mountain shwp, CT^rtainl)' n is^mnl mm% 4iorf 
of the ferity of the and rmrilmn, Thrfr k 

everywhere marked re|Hi^ amt in thr* 

scenery, a kind of aboriginal Hivtirh t»i*siiiitir.. 
propriety that gives one a ntnv tin 

about Ben Nevis thert^ h ImrmmvnM, 
and desolation; but the rhamtliTi^^ir rrs^tnrr nf 
wild Scotch Bcenerv k tK^ 


I I’U’I I IIJ^ 

away in niMlttliiiin^r ]»lai«is, blank, silniib ninlaufholy* 
it may 1 h% but mnnr snvaf^n nr i‘s|}i‘c‘ially wild. 
*‘'rhr vn^t and yrt m»t snvnjfo .Hnliiudn,'’' (’arlyle 

says, n^fnrrini^ tn tlif*sn mncirlumiN, "rim ,snil jh 

blank and pnaty. (dtnti bn|ri^y: thc^ hnalhnr abort 
and nnifnnn prairin grass; a shnphnnr.s n(»llage 
nr a s|H»rl.sinnirH “b(»\ “ stunk hnrn and tlmrc amid 
Ihn hills, d‘Iu‘ highland nattin urn ahnggy and pin* 
itirnsijun. but tlu' iihkm’h anti imnnitnins art* cIoho 
t»n»fipntl anti uniform, 'I'hn .ntditudn in not that of 
a himsl ftdl tif still forms and dim vislun, but of 
widn, tfptan .stmibrt* spata‘s. Katum did not look 
nlitm or nnfrinmlly tt» inn; Ihnrn must bn ImrrnnnnHH 
or Noinn sniag** Ihrnatnnlng fnaltirn in thn Inmlsnnpo 
to prtHlm*n this itnpn*.ssi<m; but thn hnathnr iitul 
whin am likt' n pnnnannnt shatlow, and onn Itjngn 
to st‘n thn trnns stnml np anti wavt‘ ihnir brantdinH. 
dim ttirrnnts haiping tltiwn olT thn moiminins am 
vnry wtdromn to tu th twn and i*ar. Aiul thn lakns 
ntJthing nan bn pn*ilinr than l^tadi Lomond and 
l^inh Katriiin. thongh onn wishns ft»r somn t)f thn 
snttnrfUioiis rtu’ks of tin* Nnw World iti givn ilmir 
bnuuty a granitn Hnttiug. 


IV 

It is nbanndtTistin of natnrn in England that 
numi of thn stoitn with whinh thn t»!tl liritigns* 
iiftd I'fiU i^druL lort* built is mo Moft tliat 


kriiveSt m wt* dt» in ilu* Uiirk t*f u Itrr ur m u 
of pine Umber, At SlrntfMr*! n rarii brr 
pcmted U|'Hm the mit.Hii!e uf Ibr ub! rlnii-rli, 
ing vimton^ to n#mn frt»ni tln^ iNirlMurotr-i t 

Onesra namen am! diite^-^ tbrrr m*m‘ llum a « riiinr_^ 

old Often* in leaning nvrr the jmoiprti of tin 
bridgen along the highwiiy^. 1 iiii«| thnu r^a- 

ered with letiew inid figure.-^. iiuoh 

sueh liavoe elupping off friiginriii-% it%nn the uh; 
Brig d Doon in BunisV muiitry. tlmf the 
hoa had to be rt^painnl (hie eoiitd ml miiI Ibr k%^\ id 
the m‘h with hiH laadebhriifr, Ami >rl llir-^r «»ld 
strueturea outliwt eiiipin*-^. A f«nv fidlr-i tnmi (♦ht.’%' 
gow I saw the nnnaina of an old Uoiiytn bridgr. the 
arch apparently m prfetd m wUni Ibr llr%i Ihmum 
chariot paMed over it* pmbnbly rrutmiv^ 

ago, No hut tho-iie of tiioe im%H nwr il in 

these later eentnriea* and Ihm^ m^nn in Ur driu^n 
slowly and gently in thii land, wilb but hub ’ %%rar 
and tear to the ancnent highways. 

England k not a eonntry of griinitr nod niarblr. 
but of chalk* ntarl» and elay* Xhi* tdd BtiiUmir g««bi 
do not asiert lheniielve« ^ they itre biirird nml 
turned to duit* and the more ftimlrni lttiiniitii'4ie 
diyinitiei b©^ away. The land n gn^f-^n v%^mvtt^rv 
of ^extinct rude forc^, Where the higbwii%" or I to* 
railway gashed the hilk di^^ply, I mubl -^diloni 
Ml where &e soil ende<l 


IIh’V gnulunlly aNsimuul<‘<i, and IuH‘anu? 

(im*. 

Aiitl lias tilt' ki'v to naturr in Ku^dniul: is 

t^ranilo ript' aiu! int'llow niul issaing in ^rass 

anti vt'rdurt'; 'I ulniriitianl funv ami riannulity 
hiMuaiH' tlm’ilt' null iMpinljlt* nml nitiuatiuf!^ tcnvartl 
hi[!:lu*r form'*** IIm- liardi. hittrr rintl of tin* tairlh 
grown swft't ami t'dilitt*. I'hfn* is sufli hotly nntl 
snhslant't' in tin* oolor nml prt*M*m*i' of things thiit 
om* IhiukH tin* \t*rv niots tif tin* grass must go 
tli*i*pt*r tlnui a aial. din* ormlo. tin* raw, tlu* dis- 
t'tirdunt* uhoro art* tliry ? It sroms u foruparativoly 
hlntrt nml on a stop from imtan* to tin* ouuvns or to 
tin* porm in ihi^ rn/y hunt. Nothing m*t*d hr adtltal; 
tlu* ith'idi/ntimi hn^« idrnnly tnkt*n plnrr. 'Tin* Oltl 
Wtu’hl i-* tlrt*pl\ oo\orrd with H kiml tif human 
h'nf nnmhh nhilr Itn* Nru in for tin* most purl y<*t 
raw, uiniig«*4rd hard pan. Hiis is why thrsr srrnrs 
linuiit onr likr a nirmoiy , ( >in* nooms to havi* 
fid nssttriatioiis w ith rwt s firld and hilltop hr Itniks 
Upon. 'I1tr rnmphlr huumui/iition of nntiin* has 
takrii phirt*. 1 In* soil has hrrn iiii\«*d with huiniin 
thought and 'tuhstsinrr. 'Thrsi* Urtds hnvr Ihh'u 
nltrrnntrly Uonmn, llritidi* Norman* Snson; 

thry hnvr luovrd nml unikrd nml tnlkrd and Iovt*d 
am! sulfrrrd, hrnrt* onr frrls kiinlrrd to tlnnu and 
at Inmir ninong tln in. 'Thr mothi r land* 5m!t*rd! 
I%vrry f*M»t of its soil has gi^rn hirih to a human 


and IH mlulcfii uf Imiuay uih! 8t*nut‘'^- 

licity. It tuf^ ilu* ru/tiu-'-H nud iiud\, iiuti 

the inland siin|dlrity U'^ |»» fhr I’Mutiniiital 

clivemty cif funim. It alt isiir ni-ifddfMrhmHl; II 
friendly ami fniiiilinr idr U r all If tn 

the full tme'n utmuNt miviirt^ U*r thr linmr Itlr iim! 
for the fruitn cif airalitimite «H-rn|*utiMU fin* -^in\. 
It doen not Hati^fy iine*^ rravini-^ f^r tiir uihi. tin* 
savage, the ahorigirmh v,\mt our ptni ilrHrrihrH m 
Ills 

*MIungt^ring, hungtTtiigJjunneriiig h»r luimal riirf|*jr's mui 

Nttiurt' n daunllrmHr«. ** 

But probably hi the fiintter of nidiir^! ue 

hunger numt for tliiil whioli we lou-^l do feed ujuiu, 
At any rate, I can etmmve thiit ime iiu|.dif l%r ejr-^ilv 
eonteuted with wimi the Kiiglidt Utuhn nirurd4 
him, 

rhe whole [)hy.*^io|rfiotiiy of th** fautl br’'i>|M'iih^ 
the action of alow, unifunii, emt-^ervalne ninnivivK 
There m an elemental c*om{Hwim* uml iiohIi rati^m in 
thingH that leave their imirk every tthrrr, ii miti 
of elemental swin’tinmn iind dtailily tlusl nrr u 
pxine and a charm. One not thiil the 

evolution of man probably <M*rur ret { in Uu^ hnui 
sphere, and time would mtui fti have prmrd that 
there is iomeaiing here mom favuriiblr lu hi. }«‘r* 
petuity £uid lonyrevitv. 


jncaiH* rrpoM*. NrMT ua-* mu Ii a rtvstfal land to 
tilt* i*\i\ t‘'*jH'rially to tin* Auitaifau oyt*, Nalt*(l us it 
is vorv apt to l)r uiih tin* sipialor and 

.splt*ud»>r of its nun land^^oapo. its \inlrnl t’outrasts, 

nud pOHual spitU <»f unn‘ 4 . lint tin* t*ojuplt*li*nt*ss 
and otnupo’inr i»f tin* miliinor natun* is likt* n 
drtatm. It i- !ikt' Ihr pni .ruf ilu* lido at its fall: 
rvorv hurl nt tin* umld hnalrd* t'N t*rv sh<*r«* (‘tjv- 
('rod, ovt-rv no i*dith *.pnt tiidd(‘U. d’lu* ( iroU* {»f 
tin* Iinri/oii hrimiuiuit; uith tin* t*c|unldo 

{ItHid. il did not ‘•<•1* tin- hiis of IJnroIushin* nor 
tin* wolds Ilf \nik ^ d hi * look t*f rrpoHt' is partly 
tin* ro^nll of ths* noitnrif\ and ripotirss hnuiidit 
nliout h\ tiio** an«l iu r .. of pntirtif and thorntiidi hns* 
hmnlrv, and p.ulU th*' rr ul! of ihr loaitlr, lonti 
nont spirit of \aUtlr hrr-rlf sin* rnntiUjfril, ^lu* 
is liappiK urddisl, "lit' j » Ut il r|Mfhr«l nild fod. 
lirr olTsp^'iir.* ’ouiroi atiniil Urr-. Iht paths \111\0 

fldlrli ill ph'a.anf phirr . *1 hr hiliar'r of ihr trios, 

hnw dfUisr and !iia^so.r’ d hr tnrf of tiir lirhis, 
hou thlrk and uiutnim’ d h«* sfiranr. and ri\rrs, 
ln»w phioid an«l fidh dinului* no dnastutod luaridus. 
no Uidrsprrad sandi. «a’4rs and !insi|;htU In^aps of 
drift houMi'i'd d^» tlir niiiriird fiatrlrr thr foli 
of till* atid |,'r*nrs »»f \ru ! .uidaiid and 

Ni’W ^ ork ImmL 5 f fan iOid drjiiu rlrd v^Uirli i Mfiipaird 
with tin* folia;,:*- h*' has pr 4 h-fl. d hi * i lfrrt is pr«‘l - 
nhlv uwini? to our midrr sod and ’dsartwcr rlunato. 


The aHpm in i»nr im*:*® m iiiiaHiiniturt ih n ihr 
hair of thrir hoiol!^ *a|iwhI un rmi ; lli»* Iuut 

a wikh frightooed hwik, «»r if ivrrr jinj 
covering from u cWnuirh- lii «»ur iii!*-ii'*r li|,ds! itiiil 
hcatt the leav«*H, at rradio.it tlinrrirUr'j 

full to tlic mm iim! rrnuiiing »*nl «i|h»i 4 thr nu!-* 
the bmtichoH ih lliry «1»* in IdsidataK n^trs'id. n.n i! 
wercn hide behind earh othrr, '^^taud |mt 

pendiculiir. or ni iiny imglr. to in««id ihr thrr*i 
In Britaiin from the 4ow. drippini: tjuir* mid ilir 
excessive moisture, the h'iivr.% nf ihr dr»Mijt 

more, and the Immrhrs nmr-r jii"tidt*iif . I1ir 
rays of light im* fewer mid ferUtrr, and ilir 
disposes itnelf so m to rnltdi lliriii nth aii«l flon^ prr 
sents a fuller and hromler mirfiirr hi ihr rM* ul tin* 
beholdt^r* The leaves iin* fiiii%‘jrd njMoi Ihr «mlrr 
ends of the hrimehes* while the iutvm^r «*f flu^ frrr 
is compamtively leaflrsti. l‘he Kiip*|«*it!i jitnor 
tree is like a tent. *^rhe foliage is alt on Itir Miii^'idr. 
The bird voiet^ in It reverheride Its ill It rllioiihrr. 

*'Tlia pillar'd dink i*f utaiiitltitii 

says Tennyson. At » Utth* ilHfiiio-.-, it tii.- 
mass and solidity of n nn’k. 'Hie n«inc j.. irui" «.f 
the European njaple, «ticl ttlieti thi'i tm- i'l 
on our aide of the Atlanlie it kwje. ilji il't < dd 
World habiti. I Imva for m*verid year'4 fitkrn tmh- 
of afew of them growing m a park nmr mv foiin * 

TIiav u 


our ruiiivt* maplr, but a darkiT nud mort^ 

solid inuNS nf t'oliji«M\ 'r!u» Iruvos niv lnr‘^i‘r and It'ss 
frntlit'rv, anti an' <‘rti\\dfd to tlu* ]H»ri[>hfry of tlu^ 
Irro, Noarly o\< rv Miuinior out* tif tin* tns's* which 
is luo'^t cspoMsh ' hanos on one side* laidlv 
Hcorclieil. Wlitui the folim^t' hcfdns to turn in the' 
fnll» tin* trecH n|»|icnr if they fiatl hei*n 
and handily lunched with fndd. 'I1ie outer (*d^n's of 
tlu' hrimeheH Itciiuoe a li|dd U'lhnv, uhih\ a little 
(Ka'per, the liod\ of the fulia|n* is still ^retan It is 
this soliii aiul sculpt tire i|tu‘ charaeti'r t»f tin* I'hii^lish 
foliai^e* that so fill » tla* cn e of f hi* artist, The fi’atlu ry, 
fonulesH, indeiiiiite, tuti to sn\ thin, nsprel of our* 
lenfn^t* is much less easy to paint » and tnueh lesN 
ph*asing when painted 

*rhi* siuiie is true of the turf in the fields aiul 
upon the lulls. d*hc s^^u'ird with us, even in the 
oldest meadow s, will wear more or less a rafT^^ed, 
uneven nsperb *rhe frt»st hea\es if, the sun parche'4 
it; it is thin here and thick there, enddied in one 
apot and linr and scfl in niiother. Otdy hy the 
fnsjuent Use of a he*ny toller* copious wnteriui's, 
and top dre < can we proihiee sud that up 

pmaches in hciiut) tnen that of the elrvnled sUer|i 
rjm|(eH in hhiidainl ami Sr. »t land. 

Hie |.^reiitcr activity and idamdanre of the earth- 
worm. as flisclost-d l«y Harwin. prohaldy has much 
to do with the stinwithness ami fatness of those 


In^ aiul U’vrlini^ U»* I Ju*l»isi4 i: 

01(1, Thi* gi'(*Htt*r htiiai«iit\ *»f list- iiM»!hrr ** 
the* tlerp flny(“y nnil. it^ fnltrnsisji* ia'."r>4 I 
man nmipnnr\\ lh«* thr 

elinintt\ vU\* arn all fiivuriiUlt* ht Itir lifr mul 
ily of llu* ciiHhwunn. !iiilrr4. 
win, the* giir«K*nt*r Ihnt ha'» iiu-iilr I'jHftausI n j 
ia nnm* tJlhtT than ttii"» hltli^ oh'^rur*." 
plmvH, tirtutiH, iurH» puhrri/r^*,, ami 

It eiumnl tfHiiHjwirt iuhI tail il rn 

tharu il mimnt rrm«*vr thr anrinil %%a!l'^ mu 
mentH, hut it eitn imdrriiiiiir tljrtii nm! 
rieh eaMlinga aUi»vt* Ilirna i hi s-’iit h a«i'r u 
he Haya, *'iu mimy jmrh^ uf Kti|*litii4, u wr 
more than trii tuti.'« *lrv riirlb aunnaili 
llunr htnlirH ami hrMii|4ii u* tlir- m 
“When we behnlil a tviilr, Itirf rii%rrr4 r%| 
he further nl»^*rve^* *’wr 4pailii rrtnm^^f'r 1 
Bm(K)thm*Ha, an wtueh m mm-h *«f iln l«’iu 
peiuK ia mainly ilue la nil Itm iiir«|iiiitliUr^i 
been alowly levelwl by waruH,** 

The amall jmrt whirh phn in 

tion in mir Inncimipe in, I nni nnnmvnh tm» 
nevitral.ked by aur viulenl «ir tii’iniphni* * 
but England I«H>k^ like I hr pnwl mi af 
gentle, tin'lew, and hfiiHh-fMl I h 

ferml to that effect in the fair of tlir liind-.! 


« f « i I i 
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hui wuH <U’p()silc(l with (Mjual gtaitlciuvss niul uui- 
foniiit y. 

'riu* n‘]H)sc‘ iuhI (Hpuptiist* of nature' of which I 
havi' spoUrn appears in llu* (u'ltls of grain no less 
than in the turf inal foliage*. One* may svo vast 
.stre'lelu’s of wheat, tints, Imrhw, henns, t‘te., as uni- 
ftirni as the .surface* of n lake, c*V(*rv stalk of grain 
or liean the* si/t* ami hcaglit of (*vcrv other stalk 
'riiis, of (’otir.sts means goeal husliamlrv; it niean.s 
a mihh even (<nnp«*n*cl nature* hac’k eif it, alse)* 
4'he*u the* re*pose of the* KngHsh hualsenpe* is ('U- 
hnm*e*eh raUu*r than mnrrt‘(h hy the* part man luts 
playtal in it. lltnv those ohl nrt'heel hrielge*H ri*st 
nheAe* the* plae‘iil ?tre*anis: Imw (*asily lh(*y eoiuhu'l 
the* trim, pe*rfe*et liigliwnys over tlu'iu! \Vlu*re* the 
iota funis an easy way, the* c*ve* finels the* same ; 
wlnav tin* ImhIv finels hurumuy, the* niinei finels har- 
mony. 'rimse ivy e'ovt*re*el walls ami ruins, those* 
fiui lH*cl fieltls, tlnise n»uiulc*«l hedge* rows, those* 
einheiw(*rt*ei (sjttnge's, and that gray, massive are'hi- 
tectim*, all eontrihute to the* harnmny ami to the* 
re*]H)se eif the* Initelsenpe*. lN*rhnpH in tm ot!u*r eeinn- 
try are* the grazing IutiIs so muf*h at c*ase. One's 
first iinpressiein, on soeiiig Briti*^h fh'hls in spring 
of sumnH*r. is that the cattle ami slH*ep have* all 
hrok«*n into the mt*nd«>w aiul have mit yet hi*t*n dis™ 
rovere*d hy tin* fnrint'r ; tlu'V have* takem their fill, 
and are now reposing upon the grass or tlreaming 


it in all irumtlcnv c»r tiirmlmi. Hkr . th.i! fhr 
IK) wild* wm!y, or hnrrt'it 
the herdn Un\ ; Inii llud tlir} nrr iu i:ra‘v» 
their eyen eve^ywhm^ llnu'r 
hence aiiniher chnucnt nf rr|Hm’ ’m thr liuahi 
TheaoftncHH mid luniiidify *4’ iIh^ Kf«|didi r 
act in two wayn in jminutlini^ tfiat nuu u Imih ; 
neas of the Imui, niimrly. In grtnUh and hv i 
As the grass .springH iptic'kh^ nu nuilnrrtl 
or dry leaf decays iptickly. Xt* lirld |.^r»nul 
deHiccatetl and preserved m wiftt %v% ; I hr re i 
dried stubhle and seiired lenvr'^ rt^iiiidiuisg «n- 
winter to mar iind l!i«^ vrrdanei* uf 

Every dead thing h «|uiekh rtniverl rd !♦«« k l«i 
table mould. In the wswuh* in M«y* il ds 
to find any of the dry leaves nf itie jsrr%iuits mt 
in die fields and cnipses iiml idunn tfn ld|d] 
no stalk of wmi ur grass renmifes, uhdr Mtir 
uplying pastums and mountidn tops atiui) s p 
a more or lens brown and si^nred lipiM-aninrr 
the dried and l»leaehetl stalks of tin* grmvtfi i 
previous year, through wliieh the frr di spri 
grass is scarcely viMilile, Whrn^ ruin f^dl-^ mi i 
three hundred days in the year* m in ihr i- 
islands^ the mi version of the iinmh! into grii-^-' 
vm uersa, tak«?s pliit*e very rapidly. 


I! 


ENcnjSH WOODS: A (X)NT!{AST 

O NE (Miimnt wrll nvrrprniHr the rural luul puM- 
ttinil liraiiij of l’!fijL^lan<l |1 h» la'iuity of ht‘r 
fiolcln, parkn* downn, hohns. In Kn^^lninl you hIuiU 
am at ita full that *»f v^fiifh you cailnh cjuly ^liuipHOH 
in tluM rountry* thn Imiinl, linaniin^* hospitiihU: 
hniutly tjf n |H*rfrt’tty otillhutrcl liunDc’iipo. Intlmd, 
to Hvv EnglniHi to litko oih^'n Itll of tin* cirderly* 
tin* jirmiiuirnf, tin* woll ki‘|it in Iht* Wijrk.s of man, 
iuul tif lilt* oontim'iit, tin* liennrnTnt, thr uniform, 
in tin* \vork% of niittin*. It ia tit am tin* moat par- 
ft'ot kit of lawn oxtcanhal till it {’ovara an 

t’Uipiro; it h to st*v tin* history of two thoUHiunl 
yonrH wrltton in grana mnl vmduro, ami in tin* Hnos 
of tin* lnnd'^ni)K*; n «‘unlim*nt nanaaitratofl into a 
Ntatr, tin* iIom'Hh mul wuhIo plinra loft out, ovtTV 
rcHHl of it awnrming: with lift*: tin* pith and nmrnnv 
i>f widf trai'H rompm‘tod into iinmnv fioldN aticl 
roiTuilrtl and hjrwiirdod hy fin* tuoHt vii^ilunt hnn- 
hnndry. I'lnmo fn^ldn look ntnll frd, thoMo ontUo 
Imiun t‘ontontnn*nt. thoho rivorn hnvt* never left 
their Irnnka; thone mountains an* the paradise of 

l • I . j. * I* » a J I’ t* a little ILl « t 1 * « tt , t 


rnlhcnlml likr \\hrf%* rl-r- » ;i,i5 miu* 

tuniuty Hki* limit Hit* ifi*- 

away. 11a* }iull l!i«* inr-t'n tmi *n.rr 

lika rijvariiiU; ihv !»l!t urt- |4niH|i %%i!h vr*,^i 
tnnul«U and wla^rj tl* *y ilir* t«r th,4i, 
mdn^ art" writiklrd itnd iiini|'4r«| Islr ihr Ua’\ 
fatUnl nhwp. Afi«l faUrd ihry mv, n«*i uirn 
the rare* nf niaru hit! hy llir Itimr^ 

tlu" stky mititt frrHIity iipai llinn. tWrr i-i nu 
and tear m with mtr iiltrrtiat«1v ll*»«*dK*d, pm 
and tnmi*n liilltr»jwi Ui«* ^#41 ilir i 

deepem; ihr rnattnl liirf Idiii!'* il and u-^arlv 
to it, 

All thin 5^ not miti{4y noui i ‘> »tr lui’^ 

m puUmt in the iihh rt l»ui ilo* f 

hut iHWU^ie the very iiummI and litinntr »«! N 
hmdf iH domeHlir mid hiiinnn: Stir 
grown up with trinn and tfikrn nn lii> h*ok mul 
Her spirit in that of the full, plated ?^lrf*an 
you may leatl thnmgh y«nir gardm *»r «“«iinh 
your dtKTOtep without oiht*r «kts|n*r ifiiist 
sill or a aoaketl flowrr-plot, id rare inlr-n a!*^, 
the opulimt nature of the mudh«Tii hi 
by the (iulf Htrimni* and n^pr^^lu* rt| ttnd |, 
uated here under ctwiI iiiirlhrrtt 

fangs and the \mmm taken luit; folk luit im 
feverinh; lusty, hut no Umgrr 
Yet 'there k a etfrimin ! 


lu iinn It luut » mi lit uwii rnuiurv UUUl u* 

^H^auly c»f lh<* wiM, l!u' iilinri^iiuiK 
- thf hrntiiy nf pnfidlivi* ft^r«‘s|s, {hr hi^atitv of 
lirhrn c'lni’ml rot'k^ funl Irfl^rr^, 'Hir liohrn is {hk* 
t»r tho hiWf^t aiitl hnuihlr4 forms of v<7^fta))U 
growth* liitl think hnw mucli it juhls {n tht* homjty 
c»r all our uihl M‘i*rirry. giving to our ttHmiitain 
walls ntnl tirift htiuhlrr*'^ tho Mifirnt nml naml |il(*as* 
iiig tints, 'i’ln* rork^ f^Hcarptnonls uf Xc*w ^c»rk 
atal Ntwv KnglamI hilN an* fioMSHsl hy 'ritnt* hiiiH 
srlf* [inintisl in» with tin* hrti>h of the* rt(*rnnl (*]{*« 
imnits* HttI tlin Hrlum ts inm h \v\h oiinsjjjcnious in 
Hnglnmh nml jilnv * no surh part in lu*r niittirnl 
af’nm*ry, *rho rlimalr is fmi iliunp, 'Tht* na*ks in 
WfilrM nml Ntirthuinhfrlaml lunl in Sc’otlaml urn 
(lark ami taih! ami nniiltnmtivo. 'Mu* \tws in thu 
uanals tlo luit ^uair iho motflisi suit of soft gray 
ours do, 'riu* hark of flu* Ilritish hrts’h is sinoolli 
umi rlnsr fitting, ami oftrn lingnd with a grrrn 
nuoild. Tim Si’otoh pirn* is rind ns in a raggrti Miii 
cif h*nthrr, Nnturr usrs niosst*^ instrad of lic hc'ns. 
^riu* old unlh* itml liousrtops arr rovrnsl with moss 
n tnglu‘r f«»rfn of vugrtatutn than Hrluais, Its 
firrnv stHtn nrciHunliifrs a lifih* soil or vrgrtid»lr 
liiotild, whii'h prrsrntly supjwiHs llowrring plunts, 
Nrithrr itrr thrrr fitiv rorks in Ihiglnml worth 
iurniiojung ; tso granitr huiildrrs. no frrn clrrkrcl cjr 
moss isivrrrd fragmonlH sriittrml ihnmgh thr wiwhIs, 
iiM with us. 'riirv luivr idl tasai umhI un for huiUh 


ing purjHKHCiH, t»r for t hnw 

(llHHolvtHl ill Hu* liiiiiiiH ilriHuf*’ I roil 
VValeH, ([uite n prufti^iun mI itu-iu m I hr pa 
LlanluTiH, but tiiuy wm* tiunr iru'frrd Hi S Miiipa 

witli HVU’h nH‘k n-» t but at I ..aLr\|M| 

in the Hhavvnngunk rangu ill \ink. I'brt 

pfUSHCH in Hu* C ^aHkilb-i Hud thr in'uiuln 
wildne.HH atul Hnviigrnr’'^'^ fur ^urpa.-* 

Welnh nuuintiiiii?4 Imve h» 1 In u fur r 

Hite and thrilling tH*iHity. [iroluddi- Miir i*i tun 
tied ftH’kv wiiHh with Hu* dirriilra bb^oiunu^ 
little ni(‘hc*H nnd Hhelve*^ in April, mul flir *»: 
bine thrusting nut fmm uiui «'r«nis r''4 « Ir 

of itH umnge Uelb in Miiv» uitli frru-* uu«l lu 
clinging here nnd therci imd tbi* u»mn!I»ih»“ tii 
a delieate green line it -4 fnrr. riuin*^ 

matehetl any when* in the wiirb! 

Them in our wtawb, apiirt fnuii llnur Irrii 
of roeks* there U a ewtnin hruiit% iuhI pnnt^^ 
known in Kngliimb a eertain drb*'iii-} and rrt 
and ehann of uimipUUtuuited nuhiiv, find as** n 
to our forestH, 

The pastond or field life i*f lydure m 
so rank and full thiit lui \%%uui, ur il 

was able to (irid «nibi hold tlirir mm uit-dod 
a moment. It (hsMleil llttan bki* n fidr. Thr , 
grows luximantly in the ibirk wifinU, imd 
the grass fails, the etairnr brarkm lukr'H %t-i j 


>Iiut thrir tlu* fu’lcls ; ilu^y 

nlitit tnit tin* Htrnnj^’; ntnl tin* hrat. Whnrt* the 

Intitl lia'^ hrrii rli'lirt'ih tin* \uhuK jjtit (Hit il 

.srna'u of liiu nr tIm* n l>ni>.hy gruuih 

Hlurt'H tip nhnij* tln ir hurilriw that ninl jtre- 

Irt’t^ ihrlr privmn . Lift nrjairl nna\ tlirnr hniUi‘ln*H, 
iiutl ^U‘p iu a«h% niitl }»ai arc* in iiinitln^r wtirlil; ncnv 
plantn, \\v\% titnu-m in w lunlh* iirw miiiiinU, lunv 

iinu iiinv ufliir^; in fiirl, an rntirt*ly 

tliirrtvnl nlnn»"»pln'n‘ itn«l |}r«*H«au*e. l>rv leaves ectver 
the g*’*^*^*^*l» »lili«'Hle feniH fiitil nuis^es ilrape the 
rcu'k.’^, sliy, tlrli*iitr thn%rr*^ l^thitiii cnit hm» ami 
there, (hr sltinier hr<nui uo<h 1 frii|| leiipM nimbly 
nway frnm ymir feet, the liltle rf‘tl newt filln jIh 
infantile pipe, nr lii«le^ Uiiilrr ii leaf* the rufTtni 
f^ruttse np hrfnre \nn. the ^my wjiiirrel leiipM 

frniii tret* tn tree, tin* Wihh! pe\u*e n!l«*rj4 its jilailH 
tive erv, tlie liffh* wiuhlers tJ^ip and dart amid the 
hninehf***, and »nnnrr nr lid* r tin* nafsipiiln demamis 
hiH fee. t Hir \uhh1h ni*w arts, nc*w ph*u- 

Inures, a new nawte nf life. I*!ngh*di parks ami grciven, 
when the %nn ‘diinen, a perptitial pieiite, nr 

Ma\in|f paiiv, tail m* nne, I imaip’nt** thinks rf 
eamptniMHit in k!n|di h w ikhIs. l*he etinstnnt rainn, 
the tlurkenetl '4df‘s, iht* inw t«*injH*ratiire, mnkt* the 
intt*rinr nf n fnrt‘4 a% tiiiinvifinit as an umlergrtaiml 
plHsaite. 1 wi»Hd«i‘ed what het’Stine td the dry lea^'tN 
that iir«* siieh a fealnrt* iim! «4it stiefi a pleasing 



ljuiokly resolvinl iiiic* iiiouM l»y tin' ilaiuji rlimnir. 
While in Sfotlaiul 1 e\jih»r<*il n bu>te triu't uf 
wootllanci, miiinly uf Srtih’h lir, that vtnvv% ii hill 
near Ecelefeeluuu Imt it wm irni^n iui«l 
In one of the piirk^ iif tin* Ihikt' t»f Uiunilti^n I 
fomul a (leej) wcHwlecl t!irini|th uhirli tit urtl 
the river Avcai (I ?tiuv Umv «»f tlu^ name in 

Great Britain), a hmurh t»f the < luh% n tlnrk, 
rock^paved .slreniiu the c*nh»r t»f l»r«»Hn 4«nil. U 
was the wihleHt hit tjf neetierv I ^mv imv- 

whert^. I alruimt iinngiimri niv*n*lf *>n tht* heml- 
watera of the IIudHcm the Hu* 4ith 

nea^i the aolitinle, the wild hui!iiit|| %%ntvr^, tvere 
impreanive; hut tlu? mnnh hiid m* tharm; tlu*re 
were no floweri^, mi hird^; the yUutn fell find 
moved away hm|( a|(o* and their lum n* r«4d and 
inhoBpitahle. I niit a half hnnr in llu ir dark nt'tth*- 
grown halln by the verge iif tlu* «*rerk, tr* nrr if tlu'v 
were Htirring anywhen% Imt tliey uerr nut. I dith 
indeed, hear pari of a wrt^idn aiul tlu* e idl uf 
the sandpiper*, hut tluit wm idk Nr4 um* pnrrlv 
wood voiee or mnind or mlur, Ihit l»M*king tniM ilu* 
air a few yardn belnw me. Iltm* leapt i-nw *4 ihune 
matchless stone hridges. tdearing th** nr**f«atnd inilf 
atid carrying the fund over ha if iijHtn 

the gtKilogicid stratin It the hm itf art iind 
civilimtion set against niiUtre’s wildnrvi. In the 
woods b^ond, I came sudilindy mmu the of 


and nthluN hitrr<juinfx lanirnlh it. One* IrnruH that 
it tnkt‘s innro than n c*nll«n*ticm <»f Irrc*^ tt> make* a 
fort'll, iiH \vt* kntnv it in thin t*«niiitrv. rnltvHH llu*y 
laiUM* tlial tif luul jnirity liki* a 

thi‘V fail tti Hntisfv. In walking tn Sri- 
hnriH', I skirtril \Vt4inrr FurrMl* Inil it had m\ unin- 
viting Inuk. Thr Hangrr thr hill uhuvr SrF 
hoinr. width nnuaiuM nrurly as it was in \Vhitr*H 
tinn\ a thrifty ftirrst tif hrrtdirs, I rxjdtirrd* 
hut ftiund it Itkr thr t»fhc*rH, uitlniut any distiiuHjvr 
wtHulsy nttrartion tndy set nitirh stal cstvrnal with 
dt ijiping htas'hrs, ttwi driisr htr n park atjd tnet tame 
for a forrst, 'Flir sntl is ii i^misy* slip[H‘ry rlay» 
nntl tlinvn ihr .ntiTja’sl part of thr hilk amid thr 
Irri's* thr hoys hnvr a slide* that srrvrH thrm fur 
sunnnrr ** rtatHtingH.‘* llanlly a Iraf. hardly n twig 
t»r hrnnrh, to hr fouial. In Whilr's tiinr* thr pentr 
jtroplr UHtnl It) pirk up thr siirks thr rrowa tlrttpprd 
in huildinii^ thrir nrsin, and thry pn»hnhly do ho 
yrt. Whru mir fsanrs ujam thr glndrs hrvond thr 
Hangrr, thr mingling t»f gnnrs and grassy rorninf>n* 
thr ryr is ftdly rtsfitmt. 'Fhr hrrrln whirh is tlir 
prrvailing ln*r hrrr, m it is in niiu y tdhrr parts of 
Kiiglnnth is n ninth fmrr trrr iliiin thr Anirririm 
htHsdi. 'Fhr drrp liiiirstonr anil Hrrms rsprtanlly 
ndaplrtl to it. It grows ns largr as our rirn. with 
imirh thr snrnr inannrr tjf hrnnrhing. Thr trunk 
is not piilc’htsl arid rnottlrd with gray, likr ours, 



The beechc's llint Klmitl nrr«iHH tlir in frunl nf 

WonlHWwthV lumsr* at Hydnl Mmud, hint* }»uh i 
nearly an ^rmi hm the sumnnulini! IuIIh. TIh* hnrk 
of tIuH tree U Hnantlh lual «•!*«'*«* (ilfinit. and %h<uvH 
that miiHcniliir* nthh'tin rhanirh*r «4 thr tn*<* hr 
nealh it wluc^h SiwaiM-r*** tilini .r, "flir unr 

like heeeh," luHnlu'H iirvrlo|t hmdy in tin* 

open* and make .niiperh ^4liulr id»»iii: the 
way. All the great hiHi<mi*al «»f t j^daiid - 

ShrewKhury Ftm'Ht, the Fure?tl «if l>eaii. Neu Ihirrd, 
etc* — have prariieutly di'*»np|H*nn‘d. Ibnunim!^ nf 
them remain here and tlien*. hut tfn* ruunlry they 
once oeeupied in now eH^rnitidly jui 4Mral. 

It is noteworthy that thm^ h little ur nu fu\r of 
woods as Hueh in Knglidi {MH*frv; no font! inniiion 
of theun, and dwelling npin Iheiu, l it** nue*t* uf 
Britain's mnil jHielry hm none t»f the ui*lr e^t dttet^ 
and furtivenesH of the ?»ylvnti c*reiitttre4; %Uv in 
rather a gentle, wdu»lesomt% ^lightly Hiiijtid thuiilly 
of the fields. Millon sirigNi the prni of 
**Arehad walks uf twilight grovm/* 

Bui his wood is a '*drtmr wmal,** 

**The ntHkling hf»rror of whiw a!ti*iiy hr?Hv^ 

Threats tlie ftirkirn and waiidrritig |»ii«rf»grr.** 

Again: — 

**VrfY de»t»hittt!*n dwrIU 

By grote and eaveras .haj^’d wUh hurnd 



Mijikrsururt^ rricT'-i in iiH* nujiicss, viisi, luui nor- 
rid \vn<»«L’* a fit plat s* fur nibUrry. rapiius and 
nitinlt'r. IntlrttL Ivuf^li.h pnrtrv is prt*(ly will 
(•<>l«‘n*d uifh till* inniinrv i»f' tlu* tiint* \vlu*n !lio 
wiMul^ wvw tin* lutliii).t plnt”t*s of mlibrrs niul out- 
lu\v‘k aiifl urrr IIh* srvuvH uf nil iniituu'r of dark 
dritlsi. ddit* tally lliitti,*: I rr^all in Shiilu*HjM*ar«* that 
givrs a faint wliilf tif tair fur«*r4 lifV «w‘rmN in ** AIFa 
Wt’ll 'That Wrll.'* \\h«*rr ihi* flown .nayH to 

LaffU, ** I am a utHjdlantl fi llnw. Nir» (hat ahvnya 
Itivfd n i^rtait iim.’* 'llial grriit fin* in Anu*rt(*fm: 
wtNul is hai Hfart f in Knr«»iH*. FriinriH Ilii^^inHori 
wniU* in Hf'lti ; ** ,\rw Fnidand inny iMiiint of the 
t*lfnu*nt of flrr iimri* tliiui all ihn ; bir all Ku- 
rnjH* \H nt»l nlili* In airimi to lunkr ho |,^rt*at firt*H 
aM Xrw Fiiglnml, A piH»r nrrvant, that in tn pan- 
HfHH but fifty arn*s, tmiy nirord It* ninn^ wihhI 

ftir fin*, iiH i^tHwl a-* tlu* wnrh! yit'kln, than numy 
nobl«*rm*n in hhigland.** In many partn of New 
!Mt'd*tiid. N<*\v \i»rk, and Ffninnlvanin, tin* mmv 
royal fln-M niiiy ’^till 1 h* indul^t^’d hn In tin* c*hic*r 
nuturr of WordHwortli, thm* in no 

lim* thiit ban tlu* Mibtlo nnitnii of thr dtH‘p \v«>ch1h, 
Abrr bi*^j fHmntry* oiu* ran lorot^niKo its 

i tiros, its spirit, all Ihrouid* his ptnanH its iinpros-" 
slvo snliltHli'H, its lonrly tarns, its sllont foils, its 
gn*on dalrs. its %oli't*fnl wiit<‘rfalls; Imt thoro art* no 
woods th«*ro to sjH^nk of; Iho niotintnins nppoar to 

lllltii* flKmVM I flllll till* ItItiHI* llJLS 


myHtory and atlmcHfHi «>f t\u* imiiHnN uf nlutriidital 
wiklucHH. Liki^wisf in 'IVnny^uu thi-n* U thn Un‘nth 
of the wold, lull tint of the w«ii>ds. 

Arnonp; our own two at of I ho num* 

eminent have liHlened U> the sJrtm of mir primitive 
woods. I r('f('r to Hrviiut uml I%merMni. *I*hntt^h 
so difTeirnt, there is an Indian's love of fon-^H luid 
fomst-solitudes in them l»olh. Neither llrvantN 
** Forest Hymn** nor Fmersords \Vfvt«ltn»tes*' 
could have hmi written hy nn Kiuth^h poet, 'Hut 
** Woodnoles" savor of our va^^t Norlhern inne for- 
Dsts, amid which one walks with distended ptipil, 
and a boding, alert siaeu*, 

imploughed Maine lie sought llte 
Where from a humlml hikes young rivers ^t»ning; 

Ho Irtule. the unplanletj furt‘4 whertsm 

The alhmang nun for hath ma «^h«inej 
Wliere feetk the mmi4e, and walks tiie ®surly law. 

And up the tall rmwt runs the wotslpeeker. 

He aaw iKuieatli dim aisles, in laltirous Iwsls, 
n\e slight Imum^a hang its twin horn lieads. 

And blesml the monument of the man t»f flowers, 
Which breathes his swM fame through the northeri 
bowers. 

Ha heard, when in the grove, at inter\*als. 

With sudden roar the ngtsl pine fidli, - 
Ona crash, the dealhdtvmn of the perfecd tree, 
BaeWes the cloiie of its grf*rn century/^ 



ilia! i ‘ n\ hiUiif iu thr wtttuln wrll in 
tl;r tnuu, aial ran inal.r a inuilru »»| n frir *!. 

“Mv |.®'af«lru n ft'irnt 
\\ hit h nlilrt full 4 s 

*rhf laiiii. 1 dmusi It* llir laki’ 

*ri»rU |‘liin5,»r t«i »l«|alri |»rt4fuuiui 


( )n tin* ntbrr !ian«i. ur lunr ih» Jla^lnral jHvrtrv 
in tiu* n la lu ian «* ur lunr uu jai^tHrat 

niitiirr «nrr|**»w.« rini^ ih** I in^h li hau*. \\ lira 

thf IUU'*n tif Mur in Jim! it uftrn 

lui'^ II j»iny, flaa »»r, t liiil i» mnknMwn in thr 

tllllrr litrral Uir Jhr riasllr luirr tif I .MllL^irlluH , 

Ha f*ivi!, •hu « nl^i% iltr'ii , %*t Iimw i! fi|rtij,^lif r4 ill all 
If’^rinU iin«l « > !»»'« ■ ainl \n ilrraiir-i, lluil »lalr 

ffiiJU tin* Cmi* .1 |aHnia,a| 'tlaaiau ua’-> a 
gruitt^ -■ '.Jaiiit rf Isiaia.n pMii mi |aM|i|irt, 

gnnlnat«H! at tla!^af J i hni nfu r lii^i 

tli4n fur thr %\%h\ ‘t hr '.In, a! liiuH ttf 

Untttharnr wa-i laarr fiaar III iManr fh'Ui w hrit in 

ihr \Vi»«Nh'i lirfMl llsr ISi ihr " Srailrl 

laHtrr.” I’hr*- air atuung thr narit u r in 

lUr ImkA. 



Ill 


IN (’AHKYI.K/S (‘OUNTUV 

I N tlu* « H(H'nu(l timt% I wan rruirc? 

(MirioiH tn s('i* SrulLmd than Knglantl, partly 
laa^ati^it' I hntl had a ^ttind gllmpst' of the' latter 
count rv clcvtai ycais heforc, hut largely because 1 
had always prefcrrtal the Scotch pc'opli' to the Hug- 
lish (I liful N<a*n and luauvn ?uon' of lh<*rn in my 
yentiht, and i*spcc*inlly ht'cnust' just iheti I was much 
alHcu’lu'd with Carlyle, and wanttsl to sta* with luy 
own eyes the land and the raeu' from which he 
v^\muv^. 

I NiiHpcct an)hr)W 1 auj inon' .Htn)n|*[Iy atlrae'tetl 
by the < *(*H than l>y the Aii^^Io Saxon; at least by 
tilt' individual (Vlt. Ctdleelivtdy tiu' An^hi Saxon 
is the unm' imprtssMVe ; his triumphs are gn'aler; 
tin* face of his country ami of his cities is the more 
plt'asin^; tin' |.dft of einpirt' is his. Vet tliere tsin 
1 h' no thmht, I think* that tlu' C’c'lts, at h'ust the 
Setdeh Celts, arc a murt' htairty, cordial, ainl hospi- 
tahle jieoplc than the Knglish; they liave more 
ciiritwity. mtir«* raeiness, am! (juit'kt'r and surer 

sympathies, 'riuw fuse and hlend readily with 
.......a.. lU.. a.. 


this rountry Jnhn llnW uMinlly likr n iH^hlih* in 
the (‘lav; ^riiul him niui luin ant! Imkf* him as 

you will hr is still a [irhhlr a haul .[hi! in thr 
brick, but uc»i essentially n |aiH nf if. 

Every cltmc vit*w I uf the Smti h i bant* !cr 
confinnetl my lilun^^ ih plen'^ant r|h 

scale hapjvenetl \o me duwn in Ayr. A umtv/, muii 
whom I Htumblisl on by tiiiinrr in a litfh* wuml liy 
llie Doom thiritigsome ronvrr*»ntion nhimt fin* binls 
that were singing iiromul m, ijuotisl my *iun nnme 
to me. This led to an nrtjimiiitiuire with the fnmily 
anti with the parish miuiHler. and gave n genuine 
human tudoring to our brief sojotini in 
eoimlry. In (Jlasgow I Imd an itnade view of a 
lumseiiold a little hnver in llie mh ifd M'idt% but high 
in the scale (d virtues and e\«sdleiiees, 1 elimbetl 
up many winding ntom* Hiairs and butnd the family 
in three or four rooms tm the top floor: a father, 
mother, three sons, two of llnuii grtiwii, and n 
daughter, also grown. The fiillier and the **«ms 
worked in an iron fmmdry near by. I l»roke bread 
with them around tlu* table in the little rhittered 
kitchen* and was spfmnl iiiHdogtes m inueh ii% if we 
had bean seated at a Inuiiiuet in a biimniid hidk A 
Bible chapter was nmd after we wvrr seated at 
table, each meml)er of the family reading ii verse 
alternately. When the meid wits over, wi* went 
into the next nKun, when! all joineil in singing 


I nr NOUS uir niu*si nuss vt)U‘e i nud uv(‘r 

listtdusi lf». Us ptnvcr was .simply trementloiis, 
W(*ll tt‘mprrrt! wilh thu Scotfh rnc*iiH*sH and ttaulur- 
iH'ss, too. He hn<l takiai tlu* (irst prizr nl a puldir 
hout, tjprn t<» c’ompftilioii lo all of Soot- 
lantl, I toltl his moihur, who nls«) had a voir’o of 
wciudcrftd sw that sticli n g;irt woidd mako 
ht*r .SiaTs forhuu* anywhorr* utid found that tlu: 
Huitjtad was thr rnust' of mut’h anxit'ly to hur. Slu; 
fciirod h’st it shotdd la* Ihu rninfilton of him h'st 
lu* should prostitute it to tlu* st^rvice of llu* devil, 
ns she ptjl it. ndhi*r than list* it to tlu* glory of 
(tofi, Sht* snicl she had riither ftillo^v him lo his 
grave than see him in tlu* opera or (smeert Imlh 
Hinging for iinmin”. She wanttsl him to stick to 
his uairk, and n^c* his vuiee only as a pious and 
saeretl gift. When I nnked the voting man to (sune 
and sing for us at (In* hoteh tlu* molltt*r was greatly 
tronhhnh as slu* afterward tohl nu% till .she h*arned 
we wert* stopping at a temjH‘rariei* house. Hut the 
yotuig man seemed uc»t at all inelim*{l to break away 
from the adviee of his mother. 'Du* other .son had 
ti s\v«H*theiirt who had gout* to AnuTiea. and he was 
ha)king longingly thillu*rward. lie slujwed im* her 
pietnre, and <lid n«>t at all attempl to eom*eiil from 
me, or from his family, his ifitiuest in theoriginuk 
Imleetl, one wotihl ha\e snitl then* were no sec’rels 
ttr t*oneen!ments in sueli a family, uml tin* thorough 
unalfeeted nietv of the w lade hou.sehultk mimrled 



with .HO mnvh that wa* human ami rai ) ami ranuy, 

iTHuk* ati iiu{>rr*^^iuii ujHin nu* I ‘Ik*!! n«it -.nuu fur 

get. lluH family wuh jirithai*!^^ an i'\f 'r-jtiiuiuil uiit\ 
but it tiugen nil my m ulUititar^ i»f >iuuky, lull' 
eirmmeyetl (ilimgmv, 

A vSetitc*h trait of iim4ht r aritt mure 

HUggwtive t)r iiuni'^ than **f i"arlU*\ luit fly 
HUininiiriml in iiii item t»f . uln*!i ! ua‘«i tu 

read \n erne uf the Kdiiilmr;di j^api nii M tan lay 
morning* tuunely, that uf the hinle^ ir^d tireil *lur 
ingthe previiUH week* invnriatd^^ frutu l«ii tu luehe 
percent, wert* illegitinnitc. llie Sruirfi all r!ir*'a‘i 
of ihein love llurn% deep duiui m thrir heiirt^* 
beeauHC he hiin c'^prcHMal them, frum the up, 

an none otlu^r Iuih. 

When I think of Kdinlinrgln the vi-dun fhit! rume^ 
before my miturH eye in uf n ri!\ pir nded ii\i r, am! 
Bhono upotu itH it were, In- hvu gn^rii trrrirv. briidit^- 
Arllmr’H Sent is like ii irreiodar urb nr Italf 

orb* rising above the near huri/un flare in the 
Boutheiist, am! dominiiting eity and rnnuity Vbith 
its unbn^ken verdiincy. gn « Hrene% aim* *'4. 
to pervade the air it si'lf ■ li dight radianer uf 
there in the eiislem skies. Su deHeri|itii»ii uf b'din-^ 
burgh I hud rt*iid had prepimsl fiie fur th«^ »4rilJiig 
hill feature's that hwjk down ttpm it, *rh« re i * a 
aeries of three hills whieh rtilmiintti* in \rthiir\ 
Seat, 800 feet high. IhKiti the Iir4 mihI “^mallrr lull 


i»\|umMt* fuwanl IIh' t*nsK wIhtc* (Iu* old t'ify 
<ir I*Miriinir»^ uminly laiill, iis if il Imtl llowotl 
t*nl )f 11 h‘ HH out of i! foiintaii), nnd Mprrad 

nor tlu' adjnot'id diist hoyond ilu* point 

^vliorr il rruNf” rint' SaIi%lMirv (Va^s to a luaght of 
,yii\ IW\, Inrninic to llu* viiy n slicaa* wall of rorkn 
likr ihr !*alliadr»ii of flir Hudson. l‘'roin iIh brink 
ciiMtuard a)«:nin, tlu* ^^r«»nnd .sltipi’s in a bnaul ox- 
panst* of .ward In a valltw oalhal lluntt'r's 

Bo‘^» wii M'o I Uiontdd lla^ linuhTH w«a‘<* very ((uiet 
nnd very iitnnerous until I saw t!H‘y wt^rr city rifle- 
men en)ta‘^‘d in larin‘t prnriiee; Ihenre il rus(*H 
irri'^^nlarly lt» the ere^^t t»f Arthur’s Seal, fonnin^ 
I [a* pash>ral eminence and green shining disk tu 
wliieh I have referred. Ahmg the en^st of Hulls- 
burv OagH the tluek tnrf c»oineH to the edge t>f the 
preeipire^. ns tine might streieh a (*arpi»t. It is .so 
finn ami etmipael that the laiys enl th(*ir initials in 
ib on a large neale, with their ja(‘k knivi's, as in 
tlie liark cd a tree, Arthurs Seat was a favorite 
walk of ( ‘arhle’f^ during tlaise gloomy days in Mdiii- 
burgh in iHiil o|. It was a mottnl of visi<»n to him, 
and he apparcmflv went tlii*re evtTV day when iht 
wtsUher permitted^ 

d’h<*re w as ini mad in Seoflaml or Kngland whieh 
I shtMild have been so glad to walk tiVcT as that from 
!'!dinbnrglt ft* lu’ehdis’lnuu n distanet* <*overed 
I ktUjr tu Ilk brtaliPi* Juhu. MaR'li U. lH2i. 


many nine's ny inn irn m uim innu anti 

burini-phu’c I was about to (‘nrhlo an n 

young man had walknl it witli Ivhviird Irving 
(the Seotch say ^'iniveP* wlirti th*-y moan going 
afoot)» and he hiui walked it idonr. and u lad 
with an elder boy» on \m way to Kdinburgh etillfgt% 
lie says in his ** UeniiniM‘t*nis^^*' ho iiowhc^re t^lne 
hud sueh aireetionaie* siid, tlintightfuh iiOfl. in fnet, 
iutert'sting and sulutarv journevH, ’* No euiupnuy 
to you hut the rustle of the grn*e» ninter foot, the 
tinkling of the hnaik* or the ii^e* of iniiomit, 
|)rimeviil things/* ** I have had chiy n m cdeiir us 
Itfily [as in this Indng eitHejt days moist lunl dn{o 
ping, overhung with the infinitt* of silmt gray, 
and iH'rlmps the latter wen* tin* prefi rfilde, in cstT 
tain mcKKls. You had the world and its luisti' 
imbroglios of joy ami woi\ of light itml tlarkuess, 
to yourself tdorie. You etiidd strip Imn^foot, if it 
suited Ix'tter; <’arry hIuk's iind ini^r Mlnndder, 
hung on your stu’k; elmn shirt and eonib weri' in 
your {HK'ket ; omnia mm rnmurn imritK You toilgisl 
with Hlicpherds, who had elenn, Hulid roltages; 
wholcHome milk, cmitueid ptirridt!t% elenn blnn 
ketH to their IhhIs, mid ii gnmt drill of hiiimin 
and unadultemU'd niiturfd jailit 
But how ean one walk a hundrt*tt ndleH in rool 
blood without a eomjiankm, esju*fnally \%!irn the 
trains run every hour, and In* has it mriAm nover 
edm in lus Docket ? Otie 


navnr c)f tlu* Intt*!. Aiu! tin* nuuls t»f this coininul 
lilt It’ kiu;5jltmi art’ ho invilin*% llkr a Imnl sniotili 
surrat’t* {'ovorni w ith sninl ]»a|H*r! I low (’asily tin? 
f(ud pills ilioHt hrhimi it! Aiul Iho stunuu’r wt‘n- 
lluT, what a fronh luuhT Hlraltitn tlu* air has vvm 
<ni (Ilf warruont <lavi! Kvit\ lirraUi out’ draws has 
n (Siok inv!|o»r:iJ iu’'[ oorr to il» ns if thorn might Im 
stnnr iinnH-ltotk tirjiist inollod, frost mit far oil, 

Hitt as wo tli<l nt*t walk, tlion* was satisrm’tirm in 
knowing that tlu* migiiH’ wlnoh ttmk <jnr train down 
from 1‘hlinlmrgti wa i namoil 'riminas C ‘arlyln. 'I'he 
rogiumuii hiokist writ on thn toiling, (lory hrnrltak 
inai Urowoil mon itor. I think its original ownor 
wtaild ha\«’ oonlrmplatod it with grim ploasnro. 
ospooifilty sinoo In* isnifossos to having spout some* 
tinio, onoo, in lining to look up a shipmnstor who 
had munod fus \rsstd for him. Ih*ro was n hnro 
nftor his own sort, n loador hy tlio divino right of 
tlio ovpnnHivo powor of stonm. 

'rho hnmim facmltios of ohsc’rvalion Imvo not yet 
adjustod thomsolvoH to the flying train. Sloam luia 
olappod wings to our slmuhh’rs without the |>ower 
to mnir; we get liiril’s eye views without the birdkn 
eyes or the hifiTs elrvnti«»!n distnnee without hmidth* 
detail without mass. If suoh speed only gave ns a 
pniportionnte oKlenl tif view, if this leisure of the 
eye were onlv mated to an e«|Unl leisure in the 
ghwiee! Indeed, when one tltiak^ of it, how near 



<xnneH, f^rrpt iu l!u’ »4 if, {«* hriui,^ lui 

inivrliii^ lit lilt! It in liLv In yntr riiuir, 

m\i\ jtilltni nml al»uu? a! liuiur. llu‘ 

huulni’njH^ is tttrnril 4 iuih 

luinulurnl in uJl lail lli«^ 1111*4 i!i 4 anl 

{)hjcH*lH, \Yi* thiiVf* h\ liii iu-l 4 tr,-ir\ j4iMir. Hti«l 
(lorn h nnyihiui^ %vvti fruin th*- |»rnprr iir with 

lint* |mi|H*r syiiijmthv i>f rn-.*r«litii«tr \\V 

nhall hnvi* tt> unit r**r tl«r mr hi!|» t«» in\r thr 

triinnph uvrrHpnrr in whirh flir rvt* run Of 

thm ni|^ht Mnilli frotu K«liiitair|,;li mi that firi|,44 
itluniiuT ttiiy* ! ki*f*|i md) thr fain-rat 

mt»n. I rii^iill li«nv rhiut nntl isak«a! thr rMiintrv 

loaktHl* lifted up in hiamd hill iiitkrd uf fma 

CBIh ttud treeM iiud lueJn lirHii fh^s, luul nt 

evei^tlung: Ihnt wmiht ftiile or ntra urr if » ttiihrola u 
verclivtK’W the nne itujirr^^atii that mC 1% uui\rr-»t* 
of griWH, m in the nrrlir rt>:u»n-^* it niiidit Ur nur of 
Bnow; the nunmtiiin^, piiHlHriil ^a»liiudrH; ihi \alrH, 
emerald vHm, 

Not to he tmlirrly ehralrd out of niy unlk. I Irft 
ttie Iniin at l^H’keriiiis it ^uititll Si'oirh uuiiLri tmui* 
and iimunpliHlietl the rtaniuiuh r **f thr jmiriir^ In 
RrdefcH'lmn on fm^U u Urirf m% tnilr jntll. It uni 
the finit day of June; the iirtiTniam ”1110 %%io> 'diiu' 
mg bnghtly. It ntill thr lioiirynioon of tnivrl 
with me. not yet two in thr Uunnir huid. thr 

toad WM imcKilh and rioflo 


laui'o willi rigid gcuxl will. 'Flu* (irsi ml clover 
hat! just hlnuincth as I proimhly should have found 
it that day had I luktai a walk at home; hul, like 
the peojde I nieU it hud u ruddita* ehei‘k Ihuii it has 
at iuHiHS I ohservetl it on <ither ot’casions, and later 
in the staiscu, atnl noted that it had more color 
than in this {saintry, and held its bloom longer. 
All grains ami gnisses ripen slowi^r theri^ than h(‘re, 
tin* si’ustjn is s(j much haigt'r and c'ooler. 'I'he pink 
ami ruddy tints art* more cinninon in tlie fltywers 
alst). 'rin* hltsan of Iht* hlaekherry is often tyf a 
dtsmierl pink, and et'Hain white, uinhelliferous 
plants, Hkt* yarnnv, havt* now and then a rosy tinge. 
Tin* little white tlaisy (**gtnvan,’* the Hc*oleh eull it) 
is tijyped with c*rimson. fort'tt’lling the st’urlel pop- 
pies. with which tin* graindields will hy ami by ho 
splaslnal. Pmnclla (self h(*al), also, is {»f a deeper 
purple than with us, and a species of (*raneshill, 
likt* our wihl geranium, is of a mueli d(*eper ami 
stnmgiw color. On Iht' t>lIuT hand, their rijyened 
fruits ami foliagt* of uutimm pale their iuelfet'tual 
ctdnrs hesidt* our own. 

Among the farm oeeupalitais, that whieli most 
ItHik my eyi», tui this ami on tither tyeensions, was 
the furniwing of the land for turnips and p(jtat(K‘s; 
it is done with such ahscdute precision. It recalled 
Kmersoirs statement that tin* (ields in this island 
ltH)k ns if lifushed witli a piajeil in.slead of a ploWi 



•--a pentnl ant! a rulrr in tfitn vn^v, tfn Vmv^ wvn^ 
80 Htrai^ht iintl hc» niiifurm. I a’4a*«l n fnriurr ni 
work by tlu* nmclHiilr Innv hi* fniina|:ril iL Ah/* 

said he, **a Seolehnuu/s hmd U lrvrl,‘* Ihith 

here and in Kngliirul, plowitn^ ■Htiidii d tikr n litir 
art; they have plowing inatoheH^ ntn! r»tfrr pri/fs 
for the bent furnnv. In planting Imth pulatorH ntid 
tumi])H the ground \h Irtmlml tdike, grnl»hi*«!. plownh 
eroHH-plowed, erunheth harnnvt ih * haiu harruwed, 
and rolled. Every koiI luid tuft of upriwifed 
>8 carefully picked up by wumen and and 

burned or carted away; leaving Ihr \nrfiter of the 
ground like a clean hIuh*! of pii|ii“r, upon whlvh 
the plowutmn m now to inscribe bi^ ja rfiH l line^. 
The plow m tlrawn l»y two btir^^cn; it U a long, 
heavy tool, with double ntotihl boarth. and tlir*nv«4 
die earth each way. In opetiing the ftr4 furrow the 
plowman Lh guided by atiike?i; having got thin one 
perfect, it ia uml m the rrimlel for every ^tde^i^ipient 
one, and the land m thrown into ridgen a^ unifonn 
and fauHlena an if it had lHH*n ®«tiun{w*d nt one «Htroke 
with a die, or ciiMt in a rnoidd. It %n from one 
end of the inland to the other; the ^itine t*vj«*rt 
seems to have done tlm wcjrk in every plowed lunl 
planted fiekl 

Four miles from I^ickerhie I nunr to Mainhilk 
the name of a farm where the i'firlvle fiimily livr«l 
many yea^, and where Carlvle ftr?it rend (#fH*thf\ 


wimeim Meister. ihe land drops gently away 
to the south and east, opening up broad views in 
these directions, but it does not seem to be the 
bleak and windy place Froude describes it. The 
crops looked good, and the fields smooth and fer- 
tile, The soil is rather a stubborn clay, nearly the 
same as one sees everywhere, A sloping field ad- 
joining the highway was being got ready for tur- 
nips. The ridges had been cast; the farmer, a cour- 
teous but serious and reserved man, was sprinkling 
some commercial fertilizer in the furrows from a 
bag slung across his shoulders, while a boy, with 
a horse and cart, was depositing stable manure in 
the same furrows, which a lassie, in clogs and short 
skirts, was evenly distributing with a fork. Certain 
work in Scotch fields always seems to be done by 
women and girls, — spreading manure, pulling weeds, 
and picking up sods, — while they take an equal 
hand with the men in the hay and harvest fields. 

The Carlyles were living on this farm while their 
son was teaching school at Annan, and later at 
Kirkcaldy with Irving, and they supplied him with 
cheese, butter, ham, oatmeal, etc., from their scanty 
stores. A new farmhouse has been built since then, 
though the old one is still standing ; doubtless 
the same Carlyle’s father refers to in a letter to 
his son, in 1817, as being under way. The parish 
minister was expected at Mainhill. “Your mother 
was very anxious to have the house done before he 


and liidn hrrsnlf.*' 

From Muinhill llu* highway <h*HrruilH nIiuvIv to 
tlm vilhigo of h'c’rUTt^rluiiu tin* nf whirh in 

marked lo the ewts a milf t»r ftmn* away* hy \hv 
Hpire of the ehurc’h rising up against a hiti kgruuud 
of S(*olch ru"s» whioh c’lulhr a hill )4r\ntH{. 1 muiii 

enlerod Iho main .striH*! of tho \illagi\ wldrh iu (‘nr 
lyle's Youlh had an open hum *»r orork llnwiiig 
through the oenin* of it. 'Flu'^ hir^ hrm oovi-rod 
over by aonu* enlerprUiug cili/tm, nnd iu'^triul of 
a loitering little Imnu erunned hy utiiiierotH bridges* 
die eye Is now greeitnl by ii broad espiuoa* of siunU 
cobl)le“Htone, 'The eultiiges im* for the uiont puH 
very lunnbks and rise from the outer edges of the 
paveinenb an if the liilier had beiui turned up and 
shaped to make their walls. 'The « hureh is a Imml^ 
aome linnvn .stone Htnieture* of reeeuf date* and is 
more in keeping with the fine fertile ismutry nl»oui 
than with the little village in its frtiut. In the 
cemetery bark of ii* (’nrlyle lies burit'd. As 1 up 
proaelied* a girl mil by the ronddde* near the gate, 
combing her blaek hH’kn and arranging iter toilet ; 
waiting, m it prtived, fur her mother lunl brother* 
who lingered in the village, A eouptr of bt»\s 
were cutting nelilen against tin* hedge; for the 
pigH, they said, after the niing had lH*eu taken out 
of them by boiling. Aertws the street from the 
^metery the eowa of ilie villagers were grii/iug. 


I havr lluui^Ul il Nstmltl Ik* as i*u.sy It) diH* 

<‘nrlyli'‘^» gravt* fruin (lu* t»llu*r.s as it was 
to <lislin‘^iiNh iho man uliih* Iivin]ijj» or his faint: 
whi'U tiratl; for it uovrr ootairrisl to nu* It) ask in 
what |inrl of {In* ita-loain* it was pluciKl, Iltnior, 
aIh’ii I fotnal m\ »fir inshit* llu* |.taU\ whioh oprus 
fi'inu tlu* Annan road throng*;!! u Ihgli sioiu* wall, I 
foltovvtsl tli<’ most utirn path toward a now and 
iinposlni^ luokin^t motunnt'nl on iht* far sltlt* of the 
oiMUfttM’v; and tho dI'o* of my him emotion was a 
^«Kul deni dulled nitainst the marble when 1 found 
it hurt* a htrnn|,n* name. I trietl oIIuts, uiul still 
olhcTs. hnt wuH tlisappoinled. I hamd a long row 
of ( ‘arlyles, hut he uhnin 1 sought was not among 
lluan. My pilgrim enthusiusm h*lt ilst'lf ntHMllessIy 
hindered and ehilled. Ihiw many rehiitfs etmld 
one stand? (*uil\h‘ tlt*ad. then, was the same as 
Carlyle living; sun* to take you tiown a ptg or two 
when you eaim* to lav your homagt* nl his feet. 

PreK’utty I saw '‘dlmmas Carlyle” on a hig 
marble slab that stood in a family ineh)sure. IJul 
this tuniinl out to he the mum* tjf a nt’phew of the 
gri*ul 'rhomas. However, I had struek the riglit 
plat a! Inst; here were tin* Carlyles I was looking 
for, within a spare ]»rohnhly tjf eight by sixteen 
fimt, surrounded by a high iron feiiet*. "I'lie latest 
inadi* grave was liigln*r mni fuller Ilian tlu* re.sl^ hut 
it had no stone or mark of any kind tt) distinguish 


of Home kind hn»^ been |mt up. A few jHisi.-s mul 
the prt'lly bhte eveil HjHHilueU were umid 

the gruHH upon il. dhe greHi iiiiin lien wilii his 
heml toward the ntmlh t»r waUliwest, with hin 
luother, Mster, luid father tti llu* riidtf hiuu and 

hu hrt»lher Jtihii in the left. 1 wan ghid tu Irani 
that the high inm feiire wiih not lii^ «»wit 
llin father had jmt it anumd the fiuuily plat in \m 
lifetime, (‘miyle wmild lunie liked In lime had it 
cut down about liidfwiiy, dlie whule hnik of thin 
cemeter)\ except iii the exlriiordiniirv ni/v of ilie 
heatlatoueH, wiw t|uite Aiut rieiiii. it being bark of 
the ehureh, arul .Heparated from it. a kind t»f tiuir 
tuary gartlen, iiVHteiid of surrounding it amt rumung 
under it, an h the rnse with llie older rhim lies. I 
noted hert% m I dhl eKewhrre. that tin* eiiHtom 
prevailn of putting the tnule or «h rnpatioti i»f the 
deeeaned upon \m stone: S«» mid So. imisoiu or 
tailor, or ear|ienter, or fiirimu% rte. 

A young man ami \m wife were working in a 
nuraery of young im*n, a few' pares from tln^ grmes, 
and I eonvemtHl with them through a ildn plin e in 
the hedge. The^y mud they had seen rarlyle niimy 
timaa, and fanniied in h«dd him in proper rstis»m 
and reverence. The young miin had sren him I'ome 
in aummer and Hland, with uiusivrreil ht^ad, be dde 
the gravea of hin father and im»iher, And long 
and reverently did he rtmmin there. sidd ihe 


riuhlc' ciisloiti: t‘Vory suintniT ditl he make a pil^j^rihr’* 
(t> I his ,s(h»L and wiUi harvd head lin|ree beside 
these j^ravt‘M. The last lime he eame, wliic'h was 
a <'niiple of years Indore lie died* lu^ was so fe('hle 
that two |H‘rsons siislaiiied him whik' he walked 
into I he c’emt'ltTV. This (ihst'rvanee reealls a ))as« 
sa^e froHi Ids “ Past and Pr(\sent/' S|K*akiiig of 
llu* n*li| 4 ious eiislnm of Ihe Kmperor of China* he 
says* “lh‘ and his lhr(‘e Imndnsl millions (it is 
their ehief ptmeinality ) visit yearly the 'Poinhs of 
their Patliers; eaeh man (he d\anh of his Fallier 
and his MoIIut; alone then* in sihaus* with what 
(jf *worshij)‘ or of <ilher lhoU|»;ht there may he, 
pauses solemnly each inan; llu* divine Skies all 
silent over him, tlu* divine tiraves, and lids divin- 
est (iirave, all sileni under Idnu (la* pulsini^s (d his 
own sold, if In* liavt* any soul, niom* audihlts 'Truly 
it may he a kind of worship! 'Pruly, if a man ean- 
not gel some glimpse into the Kl(*rnities, looking 
througli this portal, through what other lusnl ho 
try it ?'* 

(kniyle's revererns* ami nfhs'Hon for Ids kindred 
were among his most heautiful Irnils, and make up 
5n Hoim* measure for the eonternpt he felt toward 
the rest of mankiml. 'I’he family stamp was never 
more strongly s«*t upon a man, and family ever 
htul a more tjriginul, tks'ply eut ])Hltern than that of 
the (‘arlyles. (Generally, in great men who emerge 

I k3«A #« I I lii’% t I 1 Li fkV I||J% r tl t II 1 ftr 


inken uu ttr r»mi|4rlrK luriainur’* 

pluistn!; hill t’ailUr ki*rj»‘^ al! Ihr piil^ inal liiii'u™ 
tiK‘iitM UiifiMli'tl ; hr is hi^i hifhrr niul hi * HinlluT* 
toUrlu^l to finrr i *1 hal u ma I* rliil nprrrh tif 

his sins whirh nil uhu Lih u hiiu friursL ha^ lust 
luilliing ill i!h* hut h-i ti« lUf iHn^inrnlril, 

uiul ruts likr II Ihiiiuiisrus ‘»r rni hr^« likr a 

KUnl^r4uuuUH*r. I hr '^Iraiti^rsf jitul hur 4 jnitrnud 
tmilH hnvr Mirvivnl in him. Imiml, n littir t‘uu« 
gi'liiifil rill svv\m tu liinr rum»" nil thr uii^ 4«iwu 
fnmi ihr rhl vikiiigH. C'nrhlr i imt m«*rf‘ly Snilrh; 
lu* is Tlirrr h n Hinikrd Sriiiuiiiyi\inn 

flavur in lam; ii Imirh, ur inias’ tlinn n fuia h. «if 
Ihr rmh% hrnwliiig, hutijing* hiir*l hiUinit, urrst» 
ling viking timrs. Hu* liiiiunuT «»f l har nntnlntrs 
Uic luinaurr af his hIuiu* iititMiu sirr in Ihm Hr is 
Smlhinth past mul pn*srn!. imnnl lunl {ihvnrnl, 
John Knox imtl thr C*ovrnimttS"i stir\i\r in him: 
witnesH las rrligious mil. his ilrpfh mal Hulrmuitv 
of cxmvit’litin, his stnigglhigs i-m*! ngiiih/itigs. his 
** eonvrrHiotu" Ossian survivrs in him. hrlmhl that 
mdanrholy n*lros|HS’t» that ghuim, that mrlniiinus 
waih And t*Hpi*riiiIly. m I Imvr sitid. «1«* his tntinr 
diate anrentow mirvivr in Inm. \m Htnrily. toil 
iug» fiery“-tongu<Hh rhuunsh yisitmin pri»|f« nitors: 
all are summed up hm*t this is Ihr nrt rt-adt nviilh 
able for literature in the ninelmilh rmturv 
Carlyk'n heart was tdwavs hrrr in Srstihimh A 



H(ss liini. '‘'Tin* Hill I llrsl saw !lu‘ Sun rise 
lu* says in Past ami PresmU" ""u lnai (he Hun 
Hjul 1 lunl all tluii|.ts wen* yel in tlii*ir auroral lumr» 
who ( an divnree me from il ? Mystie, dec'p as 
Uu* worliPs ei*htn\ an* tin* rools I havi* siruc’k into 
my Native Soil; no irw that ^.^vkash is roolcsl sr^/^ 
!li)W that niournfiil n*lros|>t'etivt* glancu* liaunts 
his pa^^jes! His raec*» f^eneratioii upcai ^(‘m*ration* 
had h»ih*d ami u roM*dh hen* audd tla* huu*ly ni(H)rH, 
had wresthal with poverty and privutioiu had wrung 
the eartli for u sennty suhsistemH*, till they hud 
las’onie identihetl with tin* soil, kindred with it. 
How strong tilt* rnmily lit‘s lintl grown in tlu* strug- 
gle j liow tlu* M'niinu'fit ed hoim* was foslert*<l! 
'rh(‘n tlu* t’arlyles wen* rtuai who lavislual tlu*ir 
herirt and eouseienee iiptm their wairk; lh(*y huilded 
thc*iust'tvt*s, llu'ir <lnys, their ihoughtf*' and sewrows* 
into tlu*ir hotises ; they leuvt*ned the sod willi the 
Hwt‘at of their ruggt*d hnnvs. Wlum James Car- 
lyhs his fntlu*r, after a lapst* of fifty years, saw 
Auldgnrih liridge, upon whic*h lu* lind workcal us a 
lad, fie was d<*eply niovtal. ^Vlu*^ ('arlyh* in his 
turn saw it, and rememlH*reil his fntluT and uU 
he had toltl him* !u* also was dis’ply moved. ** It 
w*ns as if half a etmturv of past time luul fatefully 
for nuanents turned haek/' \V!uitevi*r liaise nu'n 
lonehed with their hniuls in homvsl toil b(*enme 
saeri»cl to llu*m, a page nut of their own livt*s, A 


tncir WOVK. All UUN niuc' uuu III uu*n ii 
giiished (k\s('i*mlan[. It gnvo him tlmi rc\< 
hull* inoiiniful gazi*: lh(‘ gnmml wum hnllnwr 
huid him; his ilem! I'ulU'tl to him fnvm thrirgi 
Nothing (loopiuis atid inhui'^ifirs family trail? 
povniy und toil ami snthTiug. It is tho fu 
hoat that brings (inl tin* rlinrarh'rs, the pit 
that makes the slrutn perha'I. i )ut» reeulls ( ‘ni 
grandinother getting her elnldren tip lah* at i 
his father one of lliem, to break Iheir long fa^t 
oaten eakes from the meal that hntl Inil junl an 
imiking the (ire from straw taken from tlnar 
Surely* s\i('h things reneh the springs of being 

It seemed eminently (it that (‘arlyleN diint s| 
rest here in his unlive soik with that of hi*^ 
dred, he was so thonmghly one of thenu and 
his place sliould he next his mother\» be! 
whom and himself there existed such strong 
lion. I recall a little glimpse he gives ctf his m 
in a letter to his brother .lohn, while the 
was studying in (Jerniany. II is nmllu»r had v 
him in Edinlmrgh. ** I luid her/* he writes 
the pier of Leith, and showed her w here youi 
vanished; and she hiuked (jver the bine v 
eastward with w(‘ttisli eyes, ami askcnl the i 
waves *when he wouhl la* haek fignin/ 
mother/* 

To see more of K(*(*Iefeelmn and its people 
to browse more at Hu* 


hi(‘: aiul wr spciil sf'VcTal <Invs llu'n*, pulling up at 
ilu' (put'! nml ult'nnly lilllu Bush lun, I traiupud 
iiuu'li uhnut Iho ut*ighl)nr!\(>t>(h noling Ihu hinls, ilie 
wild (hnv(*rs, llu* puttplu, llu* ranu <H’<*u)ailions, 
guing OIK* nrioruoou lo Sc*o(shrig, whore iho Carlyles 
lived afh'r llnw left Mainhill, and \\Iu*r(' holh falher 
and inolhi'r dietl; <»m» day to Annaiu anolhcT lo 
H(’p<'nlanee Ililh ant»lher over llu* lull loward Kir- 
flehriilgt*. lasting llu' land, and fimling it good. It 
is an evideiHH* of liow pi'rinamad and unehauging 
things nr<* laun* that Ihe house wlu're (urlyle was 
born t‘ighly seven years ag<>. and wliieh his fallier 
builb stands jusl as il did tluai. and looks good for 
Siweral hundrecl years more. In going up to tlie 
lit I It* rtaun wht*re he first saw Iht* lighb one ast'enda 
Uie mueh worn but original stone slnitN, and trends 
upon the original sbme {hairs. I susp(*t‘t ilml even 
(lie wimiow panes in tlu* little window reniaiu tlu; 
aanio, The village is a very <(uiel and humble one, 
paved wiili small et>bblc*«stone. ovtT whieh one liears 
tin* elaltt*r of llu* woodtm elogs. the same m in Car- 
lyle's early tlnys. 'Fhe pavement eomes <|uiie up 
to llu* low, rnodt'st, stonedlooretl houstss, and one 
steps fnnn the street tlm*etly into tlu* most of Ihenu 
Wlien an Knglishman or a Setitehnum of the Inim- 
bier ranks Imilds n Imnse in the eonntry, he either 
turns its baek nptm the* highway, or jilnees it sev- 
eral rods distant fnnn iU with sheds or Htnbles 



Bivo .Hhutliiif?: oui M»tir rutin l?, 

villa^‘;(‘ ho cnnvd^ it fn thi* ; oiJiitim 

Htreoi pavonioiit intn liin hall, if tio ran; all 
fon(*o or holwarn it aial tin* htjl 

11h‘ coiniinmionUtui hot worn tla* two as ra 
oprti an possihlt*. At lra‘4 lliis is thr vn^ 
most of tlu‘ f^Iiirr luatsrs. Hriioc* villn*^<* 
and ooltagos in Jtritaiu nrr far loss prlvn 
Boclndotl than onrs, and mtuilrv huusrs far Ir 
H(\ 'Fho tally frafun* of iMrlrfot han, hrsi« 
chnrolu that tiistinitul^dirs it fnnu thi^ hi 
poasanl villain of n hundrrd yt^iuw in t!u 
fine stone strnetnre usrd for thr puldir m !a 
confers a s(»rt of ilistiurtitm upon Ihr plnrt 
it were in some wav tuninerted uith tfir inri 
its famous son I think I was infonmnl 1 
luul some Imml in foimtliuo it. 'The huil 
whieli he first ntternirrl srhool is n low. 1 
(Iwellinf^, that now stands hrhtinl thr rhun 
forms part of the hunndarv la*! wren tin* rt 
ami the Annan road. 

From our wiiulow I nned In watrh thr I 
on their way to Uitnr work, tin* rluhlrm 
sehool, or to the pump for waftT. luid iii|‘ 
moniiniij (lie women hringini^C in thrir row 
the pasture to he milkecL In the lon^^ .lunr 
iug the evening milking wm not done til 
nina o^eloek. On two ocs’iisions, the in 






wonuui niuns iv iht' siriH'U ]>H\i.sing 

Ihmu* uimI llirn*, atnl in wiliK mehun’lioly, 

iiinl n<sl tiiiplnasiui.^ .Mlraiiis. Hit voice lunl u slnui^i^ 
pien’ini^ plaintivenf*ss uml wihitiess. Now and iluni 
NoiiH^ passer by utailil l<»ss a penny al lu‘r feel, 
'ria* prelly Mdtulnir'.di law, Inn* hair rtahlcT tlnm 
S(’olc‘h dial wailed upon us at the inn, went 

otil in the rain ainl pul u ptniny in Iut hand. After 
a few [jennies had htaai <’olh'etetl llu‘ nnjsi(» would 
atop, arnl I In* siti|nT cHsup[H*ar, It) drink up her 
gains, I half suspeet, I ml do not know. ! nolicTtl 
llml she was never trealtal with rudenens or disre- 
apta‘l. d'he ht»ys would pause and regard htT oeea- 
Hionnlls\ hut nnnle no nunark, orgt'slurt', orgriinatT. 
<)ni‘ aHtTutHm a tnivi*!ing sliow pitelu*d its lent in 
tin* hrtanler [)art tif the slrta'l, and hy diligtad griinl- 
ing of a hand orgait suinnioinsl all tlu‘ ehildnai of 
tin* |ilaet‘ to see tin* wondt'rs. d'he uthnission was 
one ptmny, mnl I went with tlm rest, and saw 
the little man, tin* hig thig, the happy faniily, niul 
till* ga|)ing, dirty faetal, hut ortlerly crowd of hoys 
atnl girls. 'Tin* lsi*elefeehnu lujys, with some of 
whom I !rit*d, not vtwy suet*essfulU% to scrape an 
atMjnainlanets I fotmtl n sober, tpu*t*h modest .set, 
sliv t)f slrangtTs, nmh likt* all tsamlry hf»ys, iin*ip- 
ient naturalists. If you want to know when* the 
hinls‘ rn^sts nrc\ ask tin* hoys, lltaiet*, om* Sunday 
aflenuMJiu meeting it euuph* of them on the Annan 


mul unn‘Npnnsivi‘ iit hrst; Init I mmlt* tiunn \ 
Htaud 1 was in rarm*^t. aad wislu tl to \iv > 
Htnnt' nests. '!'o . •stimulate llioir ondlhulit^^n 1 n 
a penny for the lirsl |\vo|H*tH‘o fjir (In* st 
IhfCH'ptaic’e f<»r tin* tiiird, ele,, a rmvnrcl (li 
it iununl out, liglttt’ueil my lnir<leii of Uriti'^1 
per eonsiclt'nihly ; for iIhvm* Inas appraretl in 
every nest in the neighlinrluHuK aint ! MU^pi*? 
just then Ihtu inakinit ^^nHlay ralh njHm the 
thered friends. Hiey turned alMUit, uith n Ij 
muile, Imt witlumt a word, mnl miin bed me 
jmcTH along the naul. wtuii they stepjHal 1 
hedge, and showed me a luslgr Hparrow*?^ nes 
young, ^'lie mother hir<l was nenr. with Cchm! 
beak, This nest in a gmd finorite of the et 
mid is the one to whielt Hhakenpeare refers; 

** Hie luslgr spnmiw frd the inieknH* mi lung 
HitU it hml it head hit off In it umng/* 

The bird in not a apiirrtnv at idh hut is a wr 
eloMely n'lnlcnl l«» the nightiugfde. Hieu thej 
diieted me ahmg a prtdiy hy-roiuh atid parted 
the hmuehes, aticl hIiowchI me ii sparrow 'h nes 
egga in it. A gnnip of wild pimsirs. the 3 
had made hriglit the hank near it. 

after conferring a moment .hoIhtIv together 
took me to a rotun'n nest, a warm, mossy 
t\m in the lide of the hunk. Then w#' wl 


yellow yil(\ or yellow-lunimuT, a bird of the spar- 
row kind* also upon tin* ground. It se(un(‘d to 
have n lillh' plnironn (s>ar.S(\ dry slulks, ]ik(‘ a 
door sloiu‘, in frout of !l. In llu^ tutsan time lluy 
had showtsl me sevcu'ul nests of (he lu'dgc' .s}>arro\v, 
and tme <^r tin* shilfn, or ehaflineh, lluil had lam 
“harri(sh*' ns the btiys said, or robbetl. "rhese 
W('re gratuitous arnl mer<*ly by tin* way. 'Tlum they 
point<al tad !<» me the nest of a tomtit in a tlis\ised 
pump that sUhhI near the (a*m('t(‘ry; after which 
they propt»s(at to etmduc’l me* to a eimflineir.s nest 
and a l)Iaekbird*s nt*sl: but I said I had ulnaidy 
se*(*u s<*v(*nil of lht*s(» and my etiriosily was satisfied. 
Did IhiW kmnv any others? \'(*s, sc*v{*ral of them; 
biwond the* village* on tin* Mitldl<*bie naid, they 
kn(*w a wr{*n*s m’sl with «*igh{cH‘n eggs in it. Well* 

I wotihl sec* Ibal, and that would la* (*notigh; the 
e{^pp(*rs wt*re (’hanging pockets too fast. So (hrongh 
the villngt* we wc*nt, and nhmg tin* Mid(ll{*hie road 
for m*nrly a miles I'lu* hoys w(*r<* as grave and 
silent as if they were* nttc*nding a fimc*rnl; not a 
remark, not u smih*. Wc* walked rapidly. The 
afternoon was warm, for Sr*olland, and the tij)s of 
their ears glowc’d ihnmgh iht'ir ka’ks, as they wip(‘d 
their brows. I begun Iti feel us if I hud hud ubout 
eiuMigh walking niyself, ** Itovs* how muc’h farther 
is it ?*’ I .said. wee bit furtlier, sir:*' and j)r(*- 
sently, by their increasing pace* I knew we were 



wroiu or uilltuv \vjiri»U‘r» nu s\v\ 

with a tloiiu* or c‘anopy alitivi' it, tlir c*nvii\ 
with foatlu'rs aiid t'rowdod with But 

not routnin righltH*n. '!'!»’ Iioys Miiil thry lun 
rcjltl that tlio hirtl wotild lay as nuiny ns v\ 
Imt it is (la* (nuumoti ^vrcut that hn 
inunlaT, - rvau inort*. W hat struck uw nm 
llu* f>;ravity and silant c*arra‘’^tnf'Hs of Uh' lao 
we walked haek they showrd ua* nau*e nes! 
hadheen harried. 'Hie titler Ian %niuue wn^d'! 
Ih* had la*ard fd'rhtunas (‘arlvlr; hut when 1 
him wlial la* (laatght of hiuu he tndy Inoket 
wardly u]ani the gnnitai, 

I had less trcnihle to ^^et tin* ojdnitnt of i 
roa(hrnend<*r whtan I h*!! hi with «uie {lay, 
walking toward Uepentnriee Bill, when lu* tiv 
me with hin ** tnaehine'* (nil nnul vehii'len ij 
land are (*alled rnaehineH), iui«l insisttal npi 
getting np heside him. He had it little white 
• twenty-one yeara old* air,*' ant! n heavy, r 
two-wheeler, ((uite m old I ,^hotdd way, V 
coutHecl about roada, Ilml we gtiod mads in 
icaP No? Had we no metal** iliere, no 
Plenty of it, I told him, - too mneli; hut \ 
not learned the art of nmd making yet, Ti 
would have to etane **out** am! show ns; i 
he had been neriously thinking ahotit it: 1 
an uncle in America, but had lost all trac*k t 


lu'ro tc)(»k no in!(‘r('sl in (hat man,'* lio aaid; “ho 
lU'vnr mUhin^j for this phur," deferring to 

C'arlvln s nntavslors, h(‘ said, “'I'he ( jiirls were what 
we Sr*ol(’Ii call hnIli(^s, -- a set of hnlli(\s, sir. If 
you erosstsl (heir palh, Ihev wotild murder yoir/' 
and Ihcai eanu' out some highly-eolored (radilion of 
the “ Meelef(*ehau dog tight, *’ which (*arlyle refers 
to in his U(*ininis(»(*nee.M. On this oeension, the old 
road inemhw said, the “('airls" had elnhl)ed to- 
getlnw, ami bullied unci murdered half the people 
of llie place*! “ No, sir, we lake no interest in that 
man here,** attd he gave the jumy a sharj) puiudi with 
his slid) of a wliip. But he himself took a friendly 
interest in the scdioolgirls whom we overtook along 
the road, ami kept pieking them up till the cart was 
full, and giving llu* “lassies'* a lift on their way 
home. B(*vomi Annan bridge we parted company, 
iiml a short walk brought me lo Itepentauee Hill, 
i grassy (*miin*n<’<* that commands a wide pros[)eet 
envard the Solway. 'The tower which stands cm the 
op is one of those interesting relies of whieh this 
and is full, and nil memory and tradition of the use 
mtl oeension of whieh are lost. It is a rude stone 
itruetnn*, about thirty feet sf|unr<* and forty high, 
)iere(*d hy a single door, with the* word “ U<*pent- 
iricT** eut in Old Knglisli letters in the lintel over it. 
I'he walls are loopholed here and llu*re for musketry 
)r arehery. An old disused graveyard surraimds it, 


and the walls of ii little (’hnpel stmul in tlu* n^ai 
The eonies have their holies tuuhT it ; sonu* 
whose eastle lies in the valley below, has his lia 
upon it; and Time’s initials are s<’ni\vled tm 
stone. A pitH^e of nmrtar probably thn^e cn 
hundred years ohh that had fallen from its pi 
picked up. and huiiu! nearly as hard us the ; 
and (piite as gray and lic‘lieieeovt*ml, Heturn 
stood some lime on Annan bridge, looking tivi 
para[)et into the elear. swirling unbu\ now am 
seeing a trout leap. Whenever the pedi*slrhiu < 
to one of these nrelunl brictges, he must pirns 
admins it is ho unlike what he is necpiainted 
at home. It in a rt'al vtadmi ; it I’omluet 
merely the traveh*r over, it c-omlmds iUv rout 
as well. Then an arched bridgt' is itlenlly pt 
thcTC is no room for erititUHm. luit mw Kn| 
OUH toueh or stroke; every stone tells, and 
entirely. Of a piece of iireliileehire, wc* c’u 
this or that, but of erne tif these ohl bridge 
only; it salislies ever)* senst' of the mind. 1 
the beauty of poetry, ami the pretnsion of n 
inaties. The ohler bridges, like this tJViT ih 
nan, are slightly hippetl, ho that the rtmd 
gradually from either side tt» tin* key of the 
this adds to their beauty* and makes them 
more like things of life, i’he modern bridge 
all level on the top, wliic’h im ri^iiHeH their u 


lioiuirv nhoiil !lu' caslle, 

Sluik<'s|)('nr(' siiys of Iho martlet, that it 

‘'Huilds in the w<*al]ier on llie outward wall, 

Kv<‘n in the force at\<l roatl of eusiially.” 

I n()li<’e(l that a pair luul built (heir nest on an iron 
brn<‘kei umler the eaves of n builtlin/i^ oiyposite oxir 
inn, wliif'h provc^d lo be in the **roa(l of casualty;*^ 
for on(‘ (lay the painters bepm serapin/:*^ llie build- 
ing* )>repuratorv to giving it a new eoat of paint, 
and tlu' “proensint eradle** was knocked down, 
d'ln* swallows did not desert llu' pbu'c, however, 
but wer<' at \V(»rk again next ruorniug before the 
paint(TH \vm\ "rUe Heob’h, by the way* make a 
free use of ]>Hinl. 'hbey even paint their tomb- 
stones. IVtost of therti, I observed* were brown 
stones pninl(‘d white, (’arlyle’s father once slernly 
tlrove the painters from his door when iliey had 
been summoned by the younger members of his 
family to give the house a eont “o’ pent/* “Ye 
can jist pent the bog wi* yer nshbaket feet* for ye ’ll 
j)it nane o' yer ghmr on ma door." But the paint- 
ers have laid tludr revenge at last* and their “glaur ” 
no^v covers tlu' (dd man’s tombstone. 

One day 1 visited a little overgrown cemetery 
about a mile below the village* towartl Kirtlebridge, 
and saw many of the graves of tlu* old stock of (’ar- 
lyles, among tliem some of (kirlyle's uncles. I'his 


nflTIlv ^rn niu’u ni »«iu vrunirur’^, 

ihcv were tnidc^ntlv n prulilit’ luid hnnh rnris 'Tht 
name d'horua^* h a fnv<*rilt* caie iunnii|f tluan, insjr 
imu’li Hint I Haw ihr gmvi*H iiml la^atKluiuv*^ nf rit^it 
^rhonuiH (‘urlylcs in thf t\\«> itravtwitrtlH, H'lu' tihl 
e.sl Carlyle tuml) I hhvv wnn that nf inm Jt>hn (‘ar 
lyle, wlin dietl in The in?«erijilinn Ujani hin 

Hlone i.N UM fnllown; 

** Heir liveH Julm {’'nrlyle nf Fem*rHsatigtiH» \vhc» 
departed thin Hfe ye I? nf May ICI!I4, und nf ngr 7*|, 
and lliH Sjunise Jaiine! IhividMnu wlin tlepaHed 
thiH life hVhr. ye 7, ITtiH, and uf n^v 7:h I‘*reeled 
by Jnhiu bin mnu' 

The <jld Hextem, whtnn I fm|iteutly naw in the 
elairehyunh liven in the (‘nrlyle linint*, He knew 
the family well, and had stune iiimiHing and ehnrne- 
terinlie nneechileH to relate nf CarIy!e‘H fatlier, the 
redouhlahle Janu% iniiinly illn^lrativi^ nf hin hhinC 
ncHH and plaiimeHH nf npeeelu The *>*e\tnn p«»inted 
out, with evident [iritle, the huv mdetl graven tin* 
dumdiyard held: that nf the elder IVtd heini^ mntm^ 
thorn. He apoke nf many nf the «ilde4 graven m 
^‘oxtinet;*' nnhndy mvnwl or elaimed tht‘fn; the 
name had diKappeartHl* anti the gmimd wan uned 
a gecand time. The tirtlimiry gritven in the^e eihl 
burying-plaeoH H|>pear tn hetiune (^^tiin'l in nhnut 
two hundred yearn, It wiw very rar«» In Iiml ii «lnt«* 
older than that He aaid the "C^idrlH** were a pe^* 
cuUar get; there wai nohialv like thenn Yntt wmilrl 


opoiH'd tlu'ir luoiidis jo sju^ak ; they spoke as if 
ii^ainsl a. sIoik' walk f^riuar wonis hit hank) '’I'liis 
is sotiHHvhal likt' ('arlyh'ks own view of his sivlo. 
“ My slyle/’ lu* says in his not<' b(»ok, wlicai he was 
lhir(y-<‘hi;li( years of a‘^(S '‘is lik(‘ no olher man's, 
d'he firsi s(mlenee bewrays m(‘.” Imlmk (-urlylt^'s 
slyl(\ whieh has lusai so erilieisisk was as much a 
pari of hims<‘ir. and as lillh* an nfhsdation, as his 
shoek (if (sau’se y<snnnn hair ami bristly beanl ami 
l)l<‘Hr<sl (W(vs w('n' a purl of himsc'lf; ht' inherilecl 
Iluam Whal 'I'nim' <*ulls his barbarisins was his 
slroiif,;; inas«)n sire (»roppinf^ onb Ue was his falher’a 
son (o (he Iasi drop of ]iis Idood, u muster builder 
workiiifC willi ini^ht and nuiim No nior(‘ did the 
fornu'r lov(' 1 <j pul u rock facu' upon his wadi than 
(hd tin* lalltT to put the snnH‘ roek face upon his 
senlenees; and he* eould «lo it, loo, as no other 
writer, umdiMil or modewn, eould. 

I oeeusionally saw Htranf>;ers at the stution, wliieh 
is a mil(' fnnu the* villu|jje, iiupnnn|>; their way to 
th<* c'hurc’hyurd; but I was told there had hmi a 
noiabh* fallini^ oif of the pilgrims and visitors of 
late. During the lirsi few months after his huriaU 
llu'v ru'urly ihaiudtsl the grave of its turf; hut after 
the p\ddi«’ation ()r tin* IterniniscaauTs, the nurnher 
of silly geese that <*ame there tti cwop thc^ grass wan 
imieli fewiT. No refd lover of Carlyle was ever dm- 
tnrhed by those lleminiseenees; hut to the throng 


cliip his lu*{u!sttMU‘ or <*nrrv iiuiiy iUc furf nhu' 
when he is tlH‘y wt^re happily a f(reut Ini] 
A most n^nn^ahlr walk I touk c>ne »luy tic 
Aruban. Irvitijjj's luuue still v\Uls Imt 

lieve nil his nt'ur kintlnnl have tlisappc’itrcal. 
the stre't fnna the little h«ae.e where he un 
this sign may ht'setm: ‘'I'hhvnrtl Irving, Mt 
While in (ilasginv, I visited Irving's grn\e, 
crypt ot the cntluHlrah n nu>st disruul pint 
was tnm^hetl In see the lm»n/t* tablet that n 
its site in the pvvenient hright ami shining, 
those uhtmt it. nf Sir this nr Linly that, wei 
ami taruislietL Did sniue thwtiienl hand t 
scuured, or wiis tin* polishing tlmit* hy the 
feet thnl pnnseil Ihuuglilfully idane this 
Irving vvouhl long sinee hnvt‘ lunni h^rgntten 
world Inul it not hmi for Iuh tsnunalinn wit 
lyle, and it was prohahly the lustre at the 
memory that I saw rt^fleetnl in the metal tin 
Irving's name. 'I'lie twti men numt have h 
kindml genius in many ways, to have h 
drawn to eaeh other, hut Irving hat! far 
upon mility; his wTitten wortl hits na pn 
force. It makes a vast ditferenee w hetht^r yn 
gunpowder on a shovel tjr in n gun harn*!. 
may he said to Imve made n hrillinnt flash, an 
to have (liHappeared in the smoke. 

Some men are like nails, easily tlravvn ; 


rivrt, w('ll hvadvd in. IIo is U(»l. l<> ^ive way, 

and Ih^ rnr|L!j<>tl(‘n soon. IVople who difltTcd frorri 
him in opinion hav<‘ sli<^nuilize(l liiin ns an ac'tor, 
a inounlolaink, a rholorician ; hut lie was coni'- 
milled to his purjioHc and lo Ihc part ho played 
wilh llu^ of ^rnvily. Ihdiold how ho toihull 

lie says, ( )n(* monster there is in th(‘ world, — the 
idli' man.” Ue did not merely premdi llie gos]>el 
oF work; lu^ was it, an indomilahle worker from 
Hrst to last. How h(‘ delvedi How he sear(‘hed 
for a sure foundation, like* a master hnilder, (i^hlinfj^ 
liis way throU]>di rul)hisli and ((uieksauds till he 
reau^htsl tin* ro(*k! hlaeh of his rewit'w articles cost 
him a mcaitli or more of serious work. “Sartor 
Uesartus” (’ost him nim* months, the “ Krenc‘h 
Utwoltiiion '' IhriH* years, “(!romweH” four years, 
“Knslerh’k" lliirttsm years. No surer rl(»es the 
Anhl^arlh bridge*, that his father helped build, carry 
the Iravchw ov{*r the lurlailent water l)cncalli it, 
than tiu’sc bnf>ks csan’cv the reader over chasms and 
confusions, wluwe lu^fore ihere^ was no way, or only 
an inad(H|nat<* one. ('nrlyle never wrote a book 
exee'pt to clear some gulf or c(nagmire, to span and 
eontjuer some (*haoK. No arehiteet or enginee^r ever 
had purpose rnoi^* tangible and definite, d'o further 
the readc*r on liis way, not to Ix'gnih* or amuse him, 
was always his purpose*. He had that contempt 
for fill dallying and toying ami lightncHs and frivo- 



nrul yiains* ns tif jilniilinf*: his piiTH iti n writer' 
iJiff fhan! niul cluni.^. 'The Hjiirit cif {Ui<l 

\vrrH(liu|«; wliich hr hud inhrritrd wns nlwuvs ttpiu'r- 
n\(wt. It s(‘rins us if thr truvnil nnd yrnruini^ <if his 
inolhrr luul passed uptm hini ns a liirthmnrk. d'he 
universe was madly rushinit nlumt him* staddni^ io 
euji^nir hint, d'hlngs nssutiusl thn*nt«nttn|^ and spec*- 
tral shapes, 'riirrt* was lUtlr jt*y ur senmity ft»r 
him. Every task he ptt)p«mrd to himself was a 
struggle with i'haus and darktiess. real nr trtmginnry. 
lie speaks of '* FrtHleriek ns a uiidttmare; the 
^‘('ntmweU husinesH*' hh toiling nmhl motmtnitis {\t 
dust. I know (if n<i other man in liiendtire with 
whom the sense of Inhor is so tniiidhle and terrihle. 
That vast, grlttt, struggling* silent. innHiettliile 
firray of an(’(‘Htral forec^ that lay ht him. wlnm the 
burden of written speeeh was laid npoti it. half 
rebelled, and would not (snine t<i struggle nnd he 
manieulate. l'her<‘ was a plethora of jntw er t a 
channeh as through rooks, had to he made for it. 
and there was an ineipient c’ritaelysm wlnutever a 
book was to In* written. What brings jtiy atid 
buoyaney to other men, nanudy, a g<*niid task, 
brought despair and eonvulmons to him. It is not 
th© effort of composition, — he was a rapici and 
Si 



purposes llu* i‘ricliou of ]>(>wer uiul volocily, the 
Neiis(‘ of owrcoinin^jj ilu' (ItMMon.s and nuid^gods and 
fro/,en tor|)idi(y lie so oflen refers to. IleiU’e no 
writing ('xtaul is ho lillle like and pjives 

so vividly llu' s(MI.S(' of sonielhin/^^ dmiv, lie may 
})rais(» sileiiee and {glorify work, 'The unspeukahle 
is <*V(*r pn'seul vvilh him ; it is the eon^ of ev('ry 
senhau’i*: IIk^ inarliciilalt* is round about him; a 
solilmh* like Ihnl of spa.<*e eiuxmipasseth him. His 
hooks art* not easy reading; tlu'y are a kind of 
wr(‘sllin^ lo most p('rsons, llis styk* is like a road 
made of rocks; when it is jn^ood, there is notliin^ 
lik(‘ it; aii<l wlum it is bad, there is nothin]L( like it! 

In '*■ Past and Prestmt'* ( arlyle lias un(‘onseiously 
painted his own life and ehnratder in truer colors 
than has any one els(‘ ; Not a I\Iay-^uune. is this 
man's life, but a battle and a mun^lu a warfare 
willi prin{*ipaliti(‘s and powers; no i<lle jiromemidc 
through fragrant orangi' groves and green, flowery 
spaces, waitisl on hy the (*horal Muses and the rosy 
Hours: it is a sh'rn pilgrimage through burning, 
sandy solitudes, through regions of lliit'k-rihlxal ice. 
He walks among men; loves men with iuexptvssible 
s<ift pity, as llu*y ntnnot love him : hut his soul 
dw(‘lls in solitude, in the uttermost parts of (Vea- 
iiom In green oases hy the palmdree wells, he 
n\sts a spu(»e; but anon he has to journey forward, 
escorted hy the "IVrrors and the vSpkaidors, tlio 



demonium, are his escort.” Part of the world 
doubtless persist in tliinking that pandemonium 
nished his chief counsel and guide; but there 
enough who tliink otherwise, and their numbers 
bound to increase in the future. 


w 


A HUNT FOR THF NKHITINCJAI.E 

W ill LI*' I lingoml nwav llie latl(T luilf of May 
it) Sculhmd, nrid fhr first half of in 

narlluTn Kii^dnnd^ and finally in Londotn inlcail on 
Haring llu' land laisnrcly and as the mood HnilcaU 
tha thouf!:ht navar ocaairnal to ina that 1 was in 
danpw of missinijj one* of tht' (’hiaf jdaasnras I had 
j»roinisi*<l myst'ir in (*rossin^ tha Atlantit*, iuun(*ly, 
lha haann^C tif tin* sonj^ of lha ni^hliuf«;ala* Hanao* 
whan on tha I7th of Jnn<* I found mys(*ir down 
ainoni^ lha tMipsas naivr Ilaxlamara, on lha hordars of 
Snrray and Suss(*‘*Vfc ninl was {<dd by lha old fnrnu'r, 
It) wliost* house* 1 had l)at*n raaoinnu'nthsl by rru*n<ls 
in London* that 1 was lot) Inta, that lha staison of 
lha ni^htingula was ovar, 1 was a good deal di.s- 
turbinh 

I think sin* ha dona singing now, sir; I ain't 
luHwad har in somt* lima, sir,’* said iny farnu'r, ns 
wa sat down !«) gt‘t ncs|uaint(*d ovt*r a mug of tha 
lianlasi aidtT 1 i*vt‘r attarnplail It) tlriuk. 

’‘d'ot) latar* 1 saitl in tlaap e’hngriu, *‘uud I 
luighi Hava Iwan hart* waaks ago.** 

\ jteiu lit, tifiVti, * 


\f 


to licar her* I he eiiekoo is (loiu* ton, sir; ami ynti 
don't hear the nif(hliii^ule after the eiiekoti is ‘toiu‘, 

(Tlie eonntry peoph* in this part of Kn^dnml sir 
one. at the end of every aenletuv* uml talk with an 
indescTibahle drawl.) 

Bnt I had heard a enekon that very afteriiooru 
and I took heart from tlu‘ faet. I afterward leanusl 
that the eounlry peo[dt‘ everywla^n* nssin iale these 
two birds in tliis way; ymi will imt hear tin* om* 
after the ollaw has eensc'd. Btil I laaird the enektai 
almost daily till the middle Jtily. Matthew 
Arnold refle(‘lH the p(»pidnr opinion wheti in one ttf 
hi« poems (‘'ThyrsiH'*) he makes the etiekoo miy in 
early Jnne,— 

'*The bloom is p:onc\ and with tin* bl«>om go I!** 

The exphuvalioti is to be fouivil in ShakespeniT. who 
says,™ 

tmeko«» is in June 
Heard, luU n^gunksl/* 

as the bird rt‘ally dm»a not go till Atigiisl. I got 
out my (lllbert White, as I sinnihl have dom* at an 
earlier day, mid was still more disturbed to timi 
that he limited the singing of the nightinpali’ to 
June 15, Bnt seasons iliffer, 1 llmugld. and it 
can’t be possible tliat ntiy elass n( feathered ^ong 
sters all stop on a given day. Hiere is n trmlititm 


but his majesty did not die till June 21. This 
would give me a margin of several days. Then, 
when I looked further in White, and found that he 
says the chafRnch ceases to sing the beginning of 
June, I took more courage, for I had that day heard 
the chaffinch also. But it was evident I had no 
time to lose; I was just on the dividing line, and 
any day might witness the cessation of the last 
songster. For it seems that the nightingale ceases 
singing the moment her brood is hatched. After 
that event, you hear only a harsh chiding or anxious 
note. Hence the poets, who attribute her melan^ 
choly strains to sorrow for the loss of her young, 
are entirely at fault. Virgil, portraying the grief of 
Orpheus after the loss of Eurydice, says: — 

“So Philomela, mid the poplar shade, 

Bemoans her captive brood ; the cruel hind 
Saw them unplumed, and took them; but all night 
Grieves she, and, sitting on a bough, runs o’er 
Her wretched tale, and fills the woods with woe,” 

But she probably does nothing of the kind. The 
song of a bird is not a reminiscence, but an antici- 
pation, and expresses happiness or joy only, except 
in those cases where the male bird, having lost its 
mate, sings for a few days as if to call the lost one 
back. When the male renews his powers of song, 
after the young brood has been destroyed, or after 
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it lias flown away, it is a si^u tiiat a runv brood is 
conteiniilntal 'riio soijjj: is, ns it W(‘Ixn llu‘ magic, 
note tlmt culls the liruod forth. Al U'jist, iliis is 
tlic lialiit with otlior soiigdiirds, and I have no 
(loiil)t the snino holds good with Hh' nighlingnlr. 
Destroy the nest or brood of llu* wotul ihrush, and 
if the season is not too far advanced, afttn* a week 
or ton days of silemv, <Inring which llu* parent 
birds Iiy their manner S(‘em to heiiuam their hiss 
and to take counsel together, the luah* Inx'aks forth 
with a new song, and the femah* lu*gius to constniet 
a new nesL U'he pinds, Iherc^fon', in d<*pieting the 
bird on sueh (Kaaisions as bewailing the lost Inxaal, 
are wide of tlie mark; he is invoking and cx'Iehrnl”* 
ing a new brood. 

As it ww mi<l»arterTioon, 1 eoidd only eompose 
myself till nightfall, I aeeom])anu‘d tlu* farnuT to 
the hay/ield and saw the working of his mowing- 
imielune, a raiv implement in Kngland, ns most of 
the grass is still cut by hand, and rnkeil by hand 
also, The disturbed skylarks wmx* hovt*ring above 
the. falling grass, full of anxii'ty f<n- tiunr nests, iuh 
one may note the hoholinks on like oecnsions at 
home. The weather is so nmxnlain in ICnglund, 
and it is so impos.sihle to prixHt*! its eomph*\ion, 
not only from day to day hut fnmi hour to hour, 
IhaL the farmers ap|H*nr to eonsitler it a .snitabh* lime 
to (‘ut grass when it is not aetnally ruining, 'riiey 
slash awav wilhoul refereiu'e to the asian'ls of the 



uhlo to cure ilie hay, or get it ready to ^‘Carry” 
between the sliowers. Tlie (‘louds were lowering 
and the iiiv was damp now, and it was Saturday 
aFlernoon; but the fanner said they would never 
get their Iniy if they minded siieh things. The 
farm luul seen better days; so Inid the farmer; both 
were sliglitly down at tlie heel. Too higli rent and 
too mu(‘li Inird eidc'r were working tlieir elfeets upon 
l)ol,h. Tlie farm had been in the family many gen- 
erations, but it was now about to be sold and to 
])ass into other hands, and my host said ho was glad 
of it. There was no money in farming any more } 
no money in anyllnng. I asked him what were the 
main sources of profit on such a farm. 

‘'Well,'’ he sai<l, '\some(imes the wheat pops up, 
and Ihe barley drops in, and the pigs come on, and 
we i)i(‘ks up a lillle money, sir, bnt not mueh, sir. 
Pigs is doing wcdl naow. But they brings so mut'h 
wheat from Ameriky, and our weather is so bad 
that we eau’t get a good sample, sir, one. year in 
three, that there is no money made in growing 
wheat, sir.” And the *' wnts'* (oats) were not mueh 
hotter. “Theys as would buy hain’i got no money, 
sir.” “ Up to the top of the nip," for lop of the hill, 
was one of his expressiotis. Tennyson had a summer 
resideiH’e at Bhu'kdown, not fur off. *"()ne of the 
(^uc(‘n’s poets, I believe, sir,” Yes, I often see him 
riding about, sir." 



out to take a Hurvey ol tiic .surnjuiuliu^ (’oimlrv. 
It was quite wild and irreii:ular, full of bushy (ields 
and overgrown liedge-rows, and looked to uw v<*rv 
nighlingaly* I followed iov a inih* or two a road 
that led hy tangled groves and wotals and <‘ops(vs, 
with a still meadow trout slnauu in tlu' genth^ 
valley below, I in<|uircMl for nightingales of evtwy 
boy and laboring-man I met or saw. I g<»t but 
little enoouragenieut ; it was too late. *’Sht* be 
about done singing now, sir/* A hoy whom I met 
in a footpath that ran through a pnsttm* h«‘side a 
copse sai(l> after refleeling a moiiuml, that lu* hatl 
heard one in that very (*np.s(‘ two im»niings before*. 
— ‘^abotit seven o’eloek. .sir, while I was an my 
way to my work, sir/’ Then I wonhl try my Im*k 
in said copse and in the adjoining thiekets that 
xiight and the next morning, 'I'he ruilwuy ran 
near, but perhaps that might serv<* to kc*ep tlu* birds 
awake. These copses in this part of Knglnnd lotjk 
strange enough to Aineriean eyes. What Ihrifth’ss 
farming! the first thought Is; la'htild tin* fields 
grown up to bushes, as if the* land had re*la[>s(»d to 
a state of nature again. Adjoining mc'nfhnvs ami 
grain-fields, one may see an int'kisim* of many nvrvH 
covered with a thiek growth <if oak ami tdiestmit 
sprouts, six or eight or twelve feet high, 'rhese 
are the copses one has so often hennl about, and 
they are a valuable and productive part of the farm* 



]>lanl an orchard or a viucyanh Once in ho many 
y<N'irs, piM’liapH (iv(' or six, the copse is cut and 
(‘V(My twiiLC is sav(*(l; it is a woodland harvest that 
in our own country is f^aXliered in the forest itself. 
d'lu‘ lar^(U‘ pol(\s are tied up in Iniiidles and sold 
for Iioop»|)oles ; the fine branches and shoots are 
made into brooms in ihe neighboring (*ottagos and 
luunleis, or tis<'d as material for thatching. The 
n'fuse is nsisl as wood. 

About (‘ight o'clock in the evening I sallied 
forth, taking my way over the ground I had ex- 
pku’ed a few hours before, d'he gloaming, wliich 
at I Ills season lasts till after leu o’clock, dragged 
its slow lenglli along. Nine o’clock came, and, 
though my t^ur was nltnned, the songster was lardy. 
I lioverial about the (‘opses and hedge-rows like one 
mi'dilaliijg some dark deed; 1 lingered in a grove 
and about an overgrown garden and a neglected 
orchard; I sat on slil(*s and leaned on wickets, 
mcmlally S]K*eding IIh' darkness tliat shonld l)ring 
my singt'r out. d'he weather was damp and chilly, 
and the tryst grew tirc'some. I had brought a rub- 
b(*r water proof, but not an overcoat. Lining the 
back of lh(‘ rubber with a n(‘WS[)ap(T, I wrapped it 
about me arid sal down, determined to lay si(*ge to 
iny bird. A foolpulh (hat ran nhmg llie fields and 
bushes on ihe olh(*r side of the little valley sliowed 
every few minutes a wonuui or girl, or boy or la* 


borer, passing along it. A palli near me also Imcl 
its frequent tigures moving altmg in the tiusk. In 
this country people lrav(*l in hiotpaths as niueh as 
in highways. The paths give a pHvatt', liuuuin 
touch to the landscape that the roatls do not. Tln*y 
arc saercd to the human hug. 'Phey huvt* tin* .sen« 
timcnt of doinesliiaty, and suggest the way to (»ol- 
tagc doors and to simple* primitive times. 

Presently a man with a fishing rod, and cnpptsh 
coated, and liooted for the work, c’linu' thruiigli the 
meadow, and began easting ftir trcuit in iln* stn^am 
below me. How he gave hinisi'lf to tlie work! how 
oblivious he was of everything hul the om^ nml« 
ter in hand! I doubt if he was e(mseiniis cd the 
train that passed within u few rods of him. ^’our 
born angler is like a hound that .scents no game hut 
that which he is in pursuit of. Kvc*ry sense and fac’- 
ulty were eoneentraled upon that hovering fly. 'I'lus 
man wooed the stream, {|uivering with pleasure and 
expectation. Every foot of it he ti(’kh»«l with his 
decoy. His close was evidently a short one. ami he 
made the most of it. He lingered over c'vctv cast, mu! 
repeated it again and again. An Amerii^nn angh*r 
would have been out of siglil down slrt^nm long ago. 
But this fisherman was not going to holt his 
serve; his line should taste every tlnip cd it. His 
eager, stealthy movements deimted his (*njoymt‘iil 
and his ah.sorfitkm. When a trout was enught, it 


Jilin I, fin II 111 |MUiinilint:ill lor iarclllK..S,S IIP 

jumping. “ Hu (|iitckcr next limcN will you (Brit- 
ish 1 rout, by I lui way, are not so bon.utirul as our own. 
''riuy hav(' more of a (loinustic^alod look. Thoy are 
l(\ss brilliantly marked, and have nni(*h (‘oarser scales. 
There is no gold or v(‘rnulion in their coloring.) 

HrcMiMitly lluTc arosi^ from a bu.shy (‘orner of a 
near fu^hl a low, ])eeidiar purring or lunnining 
sound, that siait a thrill through me; of course, I 
thought my bird was inllating her lliiroat. Then the 
sound iu(‘r('as(‘<l, and was answered or repeated in 
various olluT directions. It had acairious ventrilo- 
ipiial ('Ifect. I presently knew it: to be the nightjar or 
goalsii(*ker, a bird that answers to our whip-poor- 
will. \h*ry soon the sound seeined to be floating 
all about me, ./r-r»r-r-r or (V/r-r-r-r-r, slightly 
suggesting the enll of our toads, but more vague as 
to direction. ''Tlusi ns it grew darker the birds 
eeasisl; tlu' fislununan reeled up and left. No sound 
was now heanl, not even the voi(*e of a solitary 
frog anywluu’e. I never lieard a frog in Etigland. 
About eh'vtsi oN^loi’k I moveil down by a wood, 
and stood for an lu>ur on a bridg(‘ ovit llie railroad. 
No voice of bird griTh'd me till the sedge-warbler 
slriK’k up h(*r (‘urious no(*ltirue in a hedge near 
by. It was a siugulur medhy of notes, hurried 
(‘hirps, trills, (‘alls, warhh's, snatched from tlie .songs 
of other birds, with a halbehiding, rcunonstraling 
tone or air naming tlirongh it all. As there was na 



other sound to be beard and as tiu' (larkn(*ss 
complete, it had lh(‘ eflVc’l of a very privait' and 
whimsical perfonnanee, - • as if (he lillb* bird liad 
secluded herself IIktc, and was ^ivini' V(*nl lo luw 
emotions in the most c*opious and vtdeinetd man- 
ner. 1 listened till after niidniixbb and till tin* rain 
began to fall, and the viva<'inns warbler mnaT 
ceased for a moment. While says tliat, if it stops, 
a stone tossed into the bush m‘ar it will sol it going 
again. Its voice is not musi(*al ; tin' tjUality of it is 
like that of the lo(|uaeious Knglish Inaisc sparrows; 
but its song or medley is so persistt*n(ly nniinatt'd, 
and in such eonlrnsl lo the gloom and tin* clurkness, 
that the edVet is (U'eidedly pbaisiiig. 

This and the nightjar were tin* only night iiignh's 
I heard that night. I returnetl honu'. a good dt'ul 
disappointed, hut slt'pl upc»n my arms, as it wm*, 
and was out upon the chase again at ham (j*elook 
in the morning. This time I pasM'd dtiwn a lam* 
by the neglected garden and orehard, wlu'rc* I was 
told the birds luid sung for weeks past ; fln'ii nndt'r 
the railroad by a elu.Hter of lahorc*rs' rot I ages, and 
along a, road with nnmy C’opses and bushy buna*- 
corners on either haruk for two fiules. but I henref 
no nightingales. A hoy of wlnnn I im|uirtsl se<»nn'd 
half frightened, and went into the ImijM* without 
answering. 

After a late breakfast I sallied out again, g<jing 


sevcM’iil -jlunvers. I li(‘arcl maity and fiv(jucnl. bird- 
Hon^s, ' ” the lurk, (he wron, the iiirusli, iho black- 
bird, Llu^ whilcthroaU the greonflnch, and the 
hoarse, guUnral (*(>oin|r of the wood-pigeoihs, — but 
not llu' note I was in ((m\sl of. I passed up a road 
I hat was a deep trench in I he side of a hill over- 
l^jjrown wilh low beeches. ddu‘ rools of the Incs 
formed a network on the side of the bank, as tlieir 
bran(*h(vs did above. In a framework of rools, 
williin rea(‘h of my hand, I spied a wreii's nest, 
a round hole leading lo Ihe interior of a lar^e mass 
of soft f^reen moss, a strm*lure displayin/jj Ihe taste 
ami nealiH'Ss of llu' <luinliest of bird architei’ts, and 
llu' deplli and warmlh and suu|j!;ness of the most 
ingc'idous mouse habilnlion. While ling<‘ring here, 
a youn^ eoimlryman t‘ame along whom I engaged 
in eonversalion. No, h(‘ had not heard Ihe night- 
ingale for a few days; bnt the prcu’ions week he 
had b<*en in eamp with (he militia luair (Jtiildford, 
ami whi]<' on pi{’k<'t duly had heard luT m‘arly all 
night, ‘‘‘Don’t she sing .splendi<l bwiiglit?' tlu^ 
boys would say.’’ d'his was tantali/ang; (hnldforcf 
was vvilhin easy reach; but the previous week, — 
I hat could not be reac’hed. Ilowevt'r, In^ encour- 
aged me by saying he did iujI think they were done 
singing y<d, us 1 h‘ luul often heard lluan during 
haying time. I incjuired for the hluc‘kenp, l)ut .saw 
lie did not know this bird, and thought I referred 


The woodlark I wan Jilso on I ho lookout for hul 
he did nol know (his hlrd cither, and durin|i: iny 
varicniH rambles in Kufrhnid I found but one pcTsou 
who did. In Seothuul it was eonfumuled with the 
titlark or pii>it. 

I next uud a n\an and boy, a villager with a 
wStove-|)ii)e hut on» - aud, as it tunu'd out, a uum 
of many trades, tailor, barluT, ]mintt*r, ete., fn>in 
Ila/demere. 'The absorbing iiujuiry was pul hiiu 
also. No, not that day, but a few moruiug'-i Indore 
he hud. But he eould easily eull one out, if then 
were any about, as he (smld iiuiliite thenn lMuek”» 
ing a spear of grass, he adjusted it tn'liiud his teeth 
and startled me with tlie shrill, rapitl mites he 
poured forlli. I at once reeogui/ed its restuublam’e 
to the descriptions I had rend of the opening part 
of the nightingale song, wluit is vnllvd the 
** challenge.'’ The hoy said, and hv himself nvt'rrtsh 
that it was an exact imilntiou. 'The r/nu/\ vlint\ 
chew, and some ollaw parts, were very birdlike, 
and I had no doubt were eorreei. I was astuuishtMl 
at the strong, piereing (pudity of the strain. It 
echoed in the woods and copses nlnnd. hut, though 
oft repeated, brought forth no response. Witli Utis 
man I made an engagtnuent to take a walk that 
evening at eight creloek along a (‘ertuiu mutt' whert* 
he had heard plenty of nightingales but n few days 
before. He was confident he could call them out*, so 


Ill the allomooii, wlucli hud glouiUvS ol warm 
sunshiiuN I nuuh^ {iiiolIuT oxcursiou, less in lioptvs 
of hourinijj luy bird (liau of (iiuling some one who 
could direel; me lo (lie righl: spot. Once 1 thought 
(he game was very near. I met a hoy who told me 
he had heard a nighliugnle only fifteen miimteH 
before, “on INdeeal Hill, sir, just Ihis side (ho 
Ih^viTs PtUK’hbowI, sir!" I Inul heard of his 
nuijesly’s pmieh bowl befon\ and of (he gibbets 
near it wlu're llin'e murdta’crs were execnited nearly 
a hundred yvim ago, Init Ihileeat Hill was a new 
name lo me, d'he <‘onibinu[ion did not seem a 
likely plnei' for nighlingales, but I walked rapidly 
ihilherward ; I lu'urd several warblers, but not 
Philomel, and was forced to (*onchide Ihat jirobably 
I had crossed (Iu‘ sea lo miss my liird by just fU‘toen 
miuul('M, I in(‘t many olher boys (is (here any 
eounlry wlu're boys do not jmiwl about in small 
baiuls of a v^uuday?) and advertised (he ol)je(‘t of 
my search fnM'ly among (hem, offering a rewuird 
ihat nuide llnsr (‘V(‘S glisten for the bird in song; 
lail nothing (*ver came of it. In iny desperation, 
I even ]>resen(e<l a leller I ha<l brought to the vil- 
hig(' S{piir(', jusl as, in company with his wife, ho 
was about to h*ave his door for elmrcdu He turned 
lm(’k, and, hearing tny (piesl, volunteered to lake 
me on a long walk through the wet grass and 
laishes of his fields and (‘opse.s, where he knew the 
birtls wen' wont to .sinir. “Too late," ho said, and 


of Wliito’s ‘‘ Holhonio/' with nol(‘s !»y M)in<* r<!i{or 
whoso luuiio 1 hnvo forgot ton. 'ritls (*{lilor hatl 
oxtorulod Wliilo'.s dah' of Juno lo fo duly 1, as 
the time to \vhi(‘h (ho uighliugaU* <’<m(inm*s in song, 
and I foil like lluinkhig him for iU as it gavo mo 
renewed ho|)(\ ^riie s(|uir(' tliougid tlu*rt' was a, 
ehanee yel; and in ease iny man with the spear 
of grass behind his teeth failed im\ lu' gav<' nu* a 
curd to an old naturalist and ta\id(‘rmist at (lo- 
dnhning, a town nint' inihvs above, w1h>* he hdt 
sure, could j)ul me on the right track if nuybculy 
(‘ould. 

At eight o'eloel;, the sun yt*t somt* distnime ahtne 
the liorizon, I was ul (ho door (tf tin* burlaw tn 
Ilazlemere. lie led the way along one of those 
tleliglilful footpaths with whioh this ootinlry is 
threaded, extending (o n ueighi airing villngt* sevc^ral 
miles distant. U left the .slrcwt at llaidcunerc*, <‘ul 
ting through the lunises diagonally, as if the briek 
walls had made way for it> }mssed betwtani gnnlens, 
through wiekels, over stih’s, nc’ross tlu» highway (uid 
railroad, through eultivated fields mul n gentlemiuds 
park, and on toward its destination, a broutb 
well-kept path, tfuit seemed to have the siuih* ii - 
evitable right of way as a hnvok, 1 was tohl that 
it wius repaired and looked after tin* snitie as flie 
highway. Indeed, it wuis a j)uhlio way. puhlic* to 
pedestrians only, and no man etmld slop or turn it 


hill, \villi (*()j)sc\s and groves sweeping down into 
llie^ valley helow us. It was as wild and pieiiir- 
(*s(|ue a spot us I had seen in England. Tlie fox- 
glov(' pit'H'ed llie lower foliage and wild growths 
(>V(‘rvwhere willi its tall spires of purple flowers; 
(he wild hoiKWSuekle, willi a ranker and eoarser 
fragrane(‘ than our (‘ullivated .species, was just open-* 
ing along ihe hedg(\s. We ))a\ised here, and niy 
guide blew his shrill <‘all ; he blow it; again and 
again. IIow it awoke live echoes, and how it awoke 
all the ollu'r songsUa’sl The valley l)el()W us and 
Ihe slope Ix^yoinl, whit‘h bc'fon^ were silent, were 
soon iuusi<*ah '^hhe ehadineh, the robin, the black- 
bird, the thrush -ilu' last llie loudest and most 
copious scanned to vie wilh each otlier and with 
the loud whistler above them. Ihit we listened 
in vain for ihe nighlingale’s note'. Twice my guide 
struck an alliltide and .said, impressively, ‘‘Tliere! 
I believe I ’erd ’er.’* But we were obliged to give it 
tip. A shower came on, and after it had jtassed we 
moved to unollu^r [lart of the landscape and repeated 
onr <*all, hut got no r(\sponse, and as darkness set in 
we returned to the village. 

''Idle sitnalion liegan to look serious. I knew 
there was a nightingale somewhere wliose brood had 
heeti delayed from some cause or otIunN and who 
Was tluMTrore still in song, but I could not get a 
clew to the spot. 1 renewed the searcdi late lliat 


every man aiul hoy I saw. 

“ I met many Iravolern, 

Who Ihe voml luul surely k<‘pt; 

They saw not luy (hu* revelers. 

These luul (‘rossetl tlieni whih* they .sh^pl; 

Some had heard lh(‘ir fair report, 

In the eonnlry or the eourl,’* 

I soon learned lo tlisirnsl yonnj^^ hallows and their 
girls who had heard nighlingales in liie gloaming. 
I knew one's ears eould i\ot iihvnyH he dt^peuded 
upon on sueh oeeusi(niH, nor his eyes either. Larks 
are seen in hunliugs, and a wren's staig efdrati(‘es 
like Philomers, A young ecaiple of whom I in- 
quired in the train, on my way to (h)tlalming. said 
Yes, they had heard nighlingides jnst n few mo* 
ments before on their way in tlu' stnlitju, and 
described the spot, so I eould rmd it if I rt'ltirtnul 
that way. ''I'hey left the train at the sutne point I 
did, and walked up the street In ndvaiu’e of me. I 
had lost sight of them till they beckoned in me 
from the comer of tlie strtsd, near the ehuredu 
where the prospered opens with a vhnv tif n ni*ar 
meadow and a stnwn slmded by ptillard willows, 
heard one now, just llu're/* iluy said, as 1 
came up. They passetl on, nml I l»ent rny cmr 
eagerly in the direciiom Then I walknl fnrtluT 
on, following one of those inevitable footpaths in 


hohind ilu' old (‘luirclu hut I hoard nothiug save a 
fow not os of tlio llinish. M y oar was loo criti('al 
aud oxH<‘ting. d'lHni I soufijld out (lio old lUiLuralist 
and laxid(*rnust lo wJioin I liud a oard from the 
s(|uiro. Ho was a sIu^H, stout mau, raoy both in 
look and spoc'oh, and kindly. Ho had a lino colloc- 
tion of l)irds and aniinals, in wlu(*li ho look groat 
pride. Ho poinlod out tlio woodlark and the hlaok- 
onp to ino, and told mo whore h<' luul soon aud 
lu'ard llunn. Ih' sai<l I was loo Into for the night- 
ingale, though 1 might possibly find one yet in 
song. Bui ho said she grow lioarso late in llie sea- 
son, and <lid not sing as a f(‘W wo(*ks earlier. lie 
thought our onrdinal grosb<‘ak, wlu(‘h ho called 
the Virginia nigldingulo. us (ino a whistler as tlie 
nighlingalo horsc^lb II(» oould not go wiili me lluit 
day, hut ho wotdd somi his hoy. Stunmoning the 
ln<h ho gav(^ Iiim mlnulo directions whore to take 
ims over hy Kasing, around by Shaokorford 
ohur(»h, et(*., a ('inniit of four or five miles. 

I/(‘uving tin' picduri'scpio old town, wo took a roa<l 
over a liromb gentle lull, lined with great trees, — 
b(*(*{’heM, elms, oaks, with rii’li (’ultivaled fields be- 
yond. d'h(‘ air of pencefid ancl prosperotis human 
<u’o\ipauov wliioh everywhere jiervades tliis Iniul 
seemed eHpec’inlly pronouncsnl through all this se<»- 
tion. The sontinnmt of parks mid lawns, easy, Inrg(\ 
basking, indihotH’nl of admiration, selhsuflicang, and 


most jK'rfoc'l privulc viirvmi.[c \yn\\ I ioiufluic'ss, \n its 
true sense, is a word that applii’s (n ru^arly all Kn^» 
lisK eoimtry seenes; honielike, redohail of u(r<‘etiou« 
ate eare. and toil, salurutetl with rural and domeslic 
eontentment; heauty willanit ]>ri<!t'. ordt*r without 
stiffness, Ufj;e without deeay. Hits pisiple love the 
counlry, heenuse it would sisau as if I lit' eountry 
must first have lovetl them. In a (it'hl ! saw for 
the first time a new sp(*(*ii*s of elover, nmeh j^rtnvn 
in parts of Kngland ns green ftnltler for lu>rM's. 'The 
fanners (‘all it trifoliunu ])rohnhly I'rijnlinm invar- 
natnm, ''riie head is two or three inc'hes long, and 
as red as hlood. A fii'lil of it under tiu' sunlight 
presents a most hrillianl appenrnnets As we walkt'd 
along, I got also my first view of tin* Hrilish blue 
jay, slightly larger hinl than ours, with a 
hoarser voice and mueh duller [diuuagt*. Hhn*, tin* 
tint of the sky, is not so ectniinon, and is in»t ftnuid 
in any such perfeelion among the British birds ns 
among the Am(‘ri<*an, I\Iy boy eomimnion was 
worthy of oliservution also, Ib* was a eurious 
spceimen, nwly and oflicdous, but, ns <m(’ soon 
found out, full of duplif'ity. 1 <|Uestioiied 1 iin 
about himself, ** I helps he, sir; soundiiiu's 1 shows 
people about, and sornetinu's I {lo(*s t*rraads, I gt*ls 
tlwe a week, sir, and lunch mid tea, I lives with 
my grandmother, hut I calls her mother, sir. Hu* 
master and the rector they gives me a ehumeter,, 



f \v<Mil lo sclioo! m niy yoiUli, I am Irn, .sir. Last: 
ynu’ I luul llu' imaislos, sir, nial I lhou‘.^hl 1 slumld 
lull I hold of a hoilh' of m(‘(li<’iii(\ and il; 
laslt'd like honey, and I iakt's llio whoh' of il. and 
il Tna<I(' m(» wa'll, sir. I nt'Vi'i* lie.s, sir. Ij is «i;o<;d lo 
t('ll Ihe Irnll).'* And yel lu' would slich' oil* inlo a lie 
as if Ihe lra<’k in lhal dir<‘<‘(iou was always /^n'astsl. 
Imleuil, lIuM'e was n kiml of llmail, inu'tnous. ohse- 
c|uions ('(fronltwy in all lu* said and did. As lh(‘ day 
was warm for lhal climale, lu' soon ^^n'W lired of I he 
(*has<‘. Al on<* poinf w^'skirltsl the fp’onnds of a large 
<h{)ns(‘, as lliic*kly plani<sl with Ins's ami shruhs us u 
fori'sl ; many birds wt»ri* singing llu're, ami for a mo- 
inent my guidt' made me belic^vt* lhal among Ihtmi 
In' reeogni/.ed (In' nobvs of ihe nightingah'. Failing 
in this, lu* I’oolly as.sured me that the swalhjw lhal 
skinmnsl along Ihe road in front of us was (he nighi- 
ingah*! VVe ]n‘(*senlly It'fl Ihe highway ami look 
n foolpalh. It led along Iht* margin of a large 
plowisl li(*hl, .shnl in by rows of noblt* lrei‘s. Ihe 
soil of wliieh lookcsl ns if it mighi have* bcum n 
gnrd(*n of untold generali<»ns. 'Thtm Ibt* path lid 
Ibroiigh n wiekeb and ilown ihe sidt* of a woodtsi 
hill lo a large* .stream and to the hamlet of Fusing. 
\ i)oy fishing .saitl iiidiirerc*nlly that he had lu'ard 
niglilingales then* that morning. He had eanght 
X little fish whieli he said was a gnilge«)n. ** \“es/' 
aaid my eompanion in response to n remark of mine. 



Tlieii \vc went lovvani rviuu-Kentu*<i ciiurcn. i uc 
road, like iiioMt roads in the south of h'ni^huul, 
was a deep tren(‘lL 'riie banks on (alher sidt* rose 
fifteen feeft covered with ivy, moss, wihl flo\V(Ts» 
and the roots of in'es, ICugland’s lussl defense 
against an invading fo(* is Iht sunkem roads. Whole 
armies might be uml)Usli('d in llu‘se ireneht's, while 
an CMiemy moving across the ojuai jdain wouhl very 
ofteji find himself plunging lu'udlong into llu'se 
liiddon pitfalls, liuleed, belwcrn tin* sublerraiu'nn 
character of the naids in some pIn(H^s ami llu' higli« 
walled or Ingle hedged chiiraeler <»r it in others, the 
pedestrian about Knghuid is shut (ud from imH*h 
he would like lo I xmnl to envy thi' bicyclists, 
perched liigh upon their rolling stilts. Hut tlu‘ foot- 
paths eseHi>e llie barriers, and one need walk ju>« 
where (dse if lu' ehooH<\ 

Around Khackerford (’hur(‘h are (‘opsi^s, ami large 
pine, and fir wckhIs. I'lie phu*e was full of lunls. 
My guide threw a stone al a small bird whic’h ho 
declared was a nightingale; and tlnmgli the missile 
did not come within thnn* ynr<ls cjf it, yet hc' said 
he had liit it, and pixdemhsl lo search for il on tlie 
ground. lie nmsl needs invent an opportmnty ft^r 
lying. I told him here I had no further use ftjr 
him, and he turned cIuH'rfidly biu’k, with my shil- 
ling in his pocket. I spent the nflenmon about the 
woods and copses near Shnekerford. The tlay wius 
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and the chaihnch sing, both or which i considered 
good omens. The little chifFchaff was ehiffc'haff- 
ing in the pine woods. The whitcthroat, with his 
quick, emphatic Chew-che-rick or Che-rick-a-reWy 
flitted and ducked and hid among the low bushes 
by the roadside. A girl told me she had heard the 
nightingale yesterday on her way to Sunday-school, 
and pointed out the spot. It was in some bushes 
near a house. I hovered about this place till I 
was afraid the woman, who saw me from the win- 
dow, would think I had some designs upon her 
premises. But I managed to look very indifferent 
or abstracted when I passed. I am quite sure I 
heard the chiding, guttural note of the bird I was 
after. Doubtless her brood had come out that very 
day. Another girl had heard a nightingale on lier 
way to school that morning, and directed me to the 
road ; still another pointed out to me the white- 
throat and said that was my bird. This last was 
a rude shock to my faith in the ornithology of 
schoolgirls. Finally, I found a laborer breaking 
stone by the roadside, — a serious, honcst-facecl 
man, who said he had hoard my bird that morning 
on his way to Avork; he heard her every morning, 
and nearly every night, too. He heard licr last 
nigirt after tlie shower (just at the hour Avhen my 
barber a,nd I Avcrc trying to aAvaken her near ITazle- 
mere), and she sang as finely as ever she did. This 
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He said that after liis day's work was dcaie, {lial is, 
at five o'clock, if I chos(' lo accoiupaoy him on 
his way lionie, h(‘ would show im* wla*r(' he had 
heard the bird This I |.^ladly ajtrccil to; and, 
romcinberinp; lhai 1 had Inul no dinner, ! soujdt 
out the inn in (lie vllla^(* ami ask<‘<l hn* s<unelhing 
to eat '^riie unwonted r(‘(|iu\st so slarthal the land- 
lord dial, he came out from behind his inclosed bur 
and confronted me with ^ood Immoretl cunosii\» 
These l)aek-coun try Kii^lish inns, as 1 sevt’nd linuM 
found to my dis(‘omfiiunN are only drinkinit places 
for the uc(‘ommo(lation t»f husd eustomers, mainly 
of llie laboriiif!* class. !ns((*ad of standini^ ctmspic*- 
uonsly on sonu* str<*(*t corm*r, as with us, tlaw 
usunfiy stand oi\ some* byway, or some lilllc pavctl 
court away from the main 1 could 

have plenty of beer* said tin* landlord, btil he had 
not a moulhbd of UH'Ut in ilu' Inaisc, 1 mortal tny 
needs, and finally fj;ot somt* rvc bnaid atid cheese. 
Willi UuH and a j^lass ot home Im^wed bes'r I was 
fairly well fortilied. At tin* apiminletl tinu' 1 met 
the eolta^er and w'ent with lum on his way home. 
We walked two miles or more* along a ( harming 
road, full of wooded nooks and arbor like vistas, 
Why do English ins's nlwavs hadv no sturdy, and 
exhibit sueh massive rep(»M(\ hu unlikts in this 
latter respect, to Iht* ruTvoiis ami aidtated espn's- 
sion of most of our own foliage? Probably iHsauise 
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have had plenty of room in which to develop indi- 
vidual traits and peculiarities; then, in a deep fer- 
tile soil, and a climate that does not hurry or over- 
tax, they grow slow and last long, and come to 
have the picturesqueness of age without its infirm- 
ities. The oak, the elm, the beech, all have more 
strildng profiles than in our country. 

Presently my companion pointed out to me a 
Bmall wood below the road that had a wide fringe 
of bushes and saplings connecting it with a meadow, 
amid which stood the tree-embowered house of a 
city man, where he had heard the nightingale in 
the morning; and then, farther along, show^ed me, 
near his own cottage, where he had heard one the 
evening before. It was now only six o’clock, and 
I had tw^o or three hours to wait before I could 
reasonably expect to hear her. “ It gets to be into 
the hevening,” said my new friend, “ when she sings 
the most, you know.” I whiled away the time as 
best I could. If I had been an artist, I should 
have brought away a sketch of a picturesque old 
cottage near by, that bore the date of 1688 on its 
wall. I was obliged to keep moving most of the 
time to keep warm. Yet the “ no-see-’ ems,” or 
midges, annoyed me, in a temperature which at 
home would have chilled them buzzless and biteless. 
Pinally, I leaped the smooth masonry of the stone 
wall and ambushed myself amid the tall ferns xmder 
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in the morning. If llie keeper lind stvii me, 
would prol)ahly have taken me for u poacher. I 
sat shivering there till nine o’clock, lisltaiing to Iho 
cooing of the \vood»pigeon.s, walching !lie morions 
of a jay that» 1 suspect, had a nest near hy, ami 
taking note of various other birds. "riu» song- 
thrush and the robins soon nin<l<‘ sucli a niusi(’al 
uproar along the btmlers of a grove, across an 
adjoining field, us (|uile put me out. It might veil 
and obseure the one voice 1 wantcal to hear, ri'ho 
robin eontiuued to sing (piile into the darkness. 
This bird is related to the night ingah', and looks 
and acts like it at a little distance, and some of its 
notes are remarkably piercing and musit'ul, Wlum 
my patience was about ejchnustcd, I was startled by 
a quick, brilliant call or whistle, a ri‘W rods from 
me, that at once recalled my barber with his blade 
of grass, and I knew my long sought bird was inflat- 
ing her throat, llow it w<»k(' me tip! It hud the 
quality that startles; it piereed the gntlun'ing gloom 
like a rocket, 'rhen it eeused. Huspe<‘ting 1 was 
too near ilie singer. 1 moved away eautioiisly, and 
stood in a lane beside the wood, where a loping 
hare regarded me a few puees away. 'Theu my 
singer slruek up again, but 1 e«»uld see (lid nut hi 
herself out; just tuning her instrument, 1 ilumght 
and getting ready t(» IrnnsfiK the sihmec' and the 
darkness, A little later, a man and buy came up 


the la no, T askt'd llioiti if tlijit was llie ni^litinffale 
sin^niig; llu>y lislniod, and assuml mo it was none 
<)lh(M\ “Now slio \s on» sir; now slie ’s on. Ah! 
bill, sho slick. In May» sir, Ihoy makes the 

woods all hcccho about hero. Now she’s on a^ain; 
that’s her, sir; now she’s off; sho won’t stick.” 
And slick sho would not. 1 could hoar a lioarsc 
wheezing and (*!u(‘king sound beneath her notes, 
whoa I lisUuuHl intcuitly. Tlio uuiu and boy moved 
away, I stood mutely invoking all the gentle db 
vinilies to s|)ur the l)ird on. Just then a bird like 
our hermit llirush (‘ame qui(*kly over the liedgc 
a f('W yards bidow me, swept (dose past my face, 
and back into llu' Ihickd. I had Ihh'U (viught lis- 
tening ; the olhanh'd bird had found me taking 
notes of her dry and worn-out pipe there Ixdiind 
the hedges and the concert abruptly emUxl; not 
anolluT note; not a whisper. I waited a long time 
and then moved off; then came l>a(‘k, implored 
the oulrngcxl bir<l to irsume; llum rushed off, and 
slamnuxl the door, or rather (he gate, indignantly 
behind me. ! ])aused by olher shrines, but not a 
sound. 'rh(' collag(T Inul told me of a little village 
three mil(‘s IxwomI, where tlx^re were thr(‘e inns, 
and w1ht(* I could probably g(‘t hxlgings for the 
nighl. I walkixl rapidly in that din'cdion; com- 
tniUx'd myself to a footpath; lost the truil, and 
brought up at a litlh' cottage in a wide c'xpanse of 



struck the lughway hy tlic I>ri(Iji;(s as I liad 1 k‘cu 
told, and a few ]>a(Ts brought mo lo I ho first inn. 
Tt was ten o’clock, and Iho lighls wort' just about 
to bo put out, as Iho law or cuslom is in counlry 
inns. The landlady said slu' oonld not girt' me a 
bod ; she liad only one sjiaro rtaun, and tluit was 
not in order, and she should not sol abtml juiltiug 
it in Hha])o at that hour ; and she was short and 
sharp al)oiit it, loo. I haslonod tm lo Iht' nt'xl one. 
The landlady said she liad no shoots, and iht' liod 
was damp and unfit to sloop in. I jirolt'slod thul I 
thought an inn was an iun, and for Iho acetnumo- 
dation of iravolors. But she rofm'rod lui' b> Iho m*xl 
house. Here wore more people, and nitux' the look 
and air of a puhlio liouso. But llu' wife (Iht' man 
docs not show him.solf on such oc'cnsions) said Iut 
daughter luul jxist got nuirriod and comt' homo, and 
she had much company and ctndd not kt‘(‘p mo. 
In vain I urgotl my oxlromily; Iht'ro was no rtiom. 
(k)uld I liave somolhing to oat, then ? "Hiis st'tuiu'd 
doiibifiil, and led lo consullnlions in iht' kilclum; 
but, finally, soine hroat! and cold nu'at wtux' pnn 
ducod. The nearest hotel was (hulalming, st'Vtai 
miles distant, and I know all Iho inns wouhl bo 
shut up before 1 could got then'. Ho 1 mimclu'd 
my broad and meal, consoling myst'If with the 
tliought tliat perhaps this was just llu* ill wind (hat 
would blow me the good I was in (luesi of, I saw 


I 



with [he ni^hlin<>:iilos ; and 1 surprise tlieiu 

ill: (iK'ir r('V(*ls in llu* snuill hours of the inornin^. 
Just, JiH I wiis nvidy to <*on^raLuhile myself on the 
rieluH'ss of niy ('xp(MMene(\ the hindhidy (iime in 
iiml siiid llu'n' wiis it youn^ niiin then' with 

it ‘Mnip’' lo ( Jodidmin^, ji.nd lu* luid offered to bike 
me in. I feiUHsl I shouhl pjiss for iiii escaped luna- 
lie if I (hM*lin(‘<l lh(‘ offer; so I rehi<‘bintly assented, 
jiiid we W(‘r(' prt'stmtiy whirling Ihrough the dark-* 
ness, iilong a, smooth, winding road, toward town. 
'Pile young nuin wiis ii drummer ; was fn)m Lin- 
colnshir(\ imd siiid I s])ok(^ like a Lineohisliire man. 

! could l)eli('V<‘ it, for 1 told him he talked more 
like im Arnericiin Hum iiny nativt* I had met. The 
hottds in llu' hirg<'r towns close iit eleven, and I 
was s('t <lown in front of one just as the clo(‘k was 
striking Unit hotir. I nskcsl lo he conducted to a 
room iit onc<*. As I was iihout gcdling in hed there 
was n nip iit the door, and a waiter presented me 
my hill on a tray. “(Jenthnnen as luive no luggage, 
etc.,** lie expliiintsl; and pretend to he looking for 
night ingidi's, tot)! Three umPsiKpimce ; two shil- 
lings for tlu' htsl and out* and six for st'rvits*. I w<ks 
tint at fiv(‘ in the morning, Ix'fore any t)nt‘ inside 
was astir. After much trying of hiirs anti dtitirs, I 
imidt* my exit into a pnvetl court, from whitdi a 
covered way led into the street A man openetl a 
window and diretdetl nu* how to undo llu' grciit 


door, and forth I started, si ill hoping to €*nfc‘li niy 
bird at her inulins. 1 took the rouU^ of the day 
before. On the edge* of the Ueanllfnl plowed fW^ld, 
looking down llmnigh the lm*s and luishes into the 
gleam of the river tw<nily rods below. I was niTest(‘d 
by the note 1 longed to ht'jir. It eanu* tip from 
near the water, and nuult* my ears tingh*. I fold(*d 
up my niliher <*oat and sat denvn upfjn it, saying. 
Now wo will take our fill. But tin* bird (H‘as(*t!, 
and, tarry though 1 did for an Imtir, not anolh(*r 
note reaelved me. The ]>ri/.e sei'im'il d(*stim*d to 
elude me eueli time just as I thought it mine. Still, 
I treasim*d wluit little 1 liud h(‘nnl. 

It was enough to eonvinec* me of tin* supc'rior 
quality of the song, and make me more desirotis 
than ever to hear the etunplele slrnin. I eemtinued 
my rambles, and in the early morning onec* mortt 
hung about the Shnt'kerfortl eopses ami loitered 
along the highways. 'Two .schoolboys poinl(‘d out 
a tree to me in wliieh they had h<‘ard the nightin- 
gale, on their way for milk, two hours l)t*ft)n*. Hut 
I could only repeat Kmerson's lines : — 

**Iiight good-will my sinew.s .si rang. 

But uo Hpcetl of mine avails 
To hunt u[) their shiniug traik*’ 

At nine o'clock I gave over the* pursuit and n** 
turned to Easing in (piest of breakfast. Bringing 


inn, I fourul iho inislross of tho house wilh hot 
(hui^^hh'r in vvushlu^r windows. lA^rchod 

upon lluar sl<‘pda(lders, lluy i.rontod my recpiesl: for 
l)r<‘akras(; v(uy ooldly; in fact, finally n'fusod to 
llsIxMi to it at all. The fires were out, and I could 
not he s(‘rv(Ml. So 1 must coniintie my walk hack 
to (lotlahnin^ ; and, in doiufir so, I found lhat one 
may walk Ihns' miles on indignation <|uiL(* as easily 
as ui)on hn'nd. 

In the arU'rnoon I relurnc^d to rny lodgings at 
Shutter Mill, and made ready for a walk to Sel- 
horne, tw(‘lv(‘ mil<\s distant, part of the way (o he 
accomplisluHl that night in the gloaming, and tho 
rest early in llu' following morning, to give the 
nightingah'S a eluuKH* to make any reparalion they 
might ftsd inelint'd to for the iu*gl(*ct with whi(‘h 
tiuy had (nsiltsi nH\ M'Iutc was a footpath over the 
hill and llirongh lass'lmuTt* bottom to Liphook, 
and to this, with the' sun half an hour high, I com- 
initlcd i)iyscir, 'I'lu* h'uture in this hill scsaicry of 
Surrey and Sussc'n: that is liew to American (wes 
is given hy the ftir/e and heather, hroad hlack or 
<lark hrown patches of which sw(*e]> ovct tin* liigli 
rolling Htirfacs's, like sable nuuitl(‘s. d'eimyson's 
house stands amid this dusky se’eiuTV, a h'W mih's 
east of Hn'/.huni'fe. d'he path led tlmuigh a large 
eotnmon, j>nHly eovensl with grass atul partly 
grown up to fur/:e, armlher un AuuTie’nn haiturt'. 
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so iiuu'h of it It'fl univclainird in coiiuiiuns! 'I1u*sc 
coniinons ar(‘ fmjiionlly niel with; about Stdboruo 
llioy arc miles in (*xlcnl, and (unbrace llu* Ilanj^cT 
and olluT woods. No one can inclose' lln'm, or 
approjn’ialc I Item to Ins own ns(u 'I'hc landed! pro«* 
pri(dor of whose (‘stales they form a |>arl canmd; 
they Ix'loiig to (he ju'ophs to th(‘ l(‘asc InildcTS. 
The viilai^ers and ollnws who own houst's on leased 
huul pasiure llieir cows tipou ilnun, galln‘r (he 
fiir/.c, and cut. the wood. In some phuTS lln‘ r‘oin« 
Trams belong (o (he crown and an‘ (‘nnvn lands. 
These large unin(‘lost‘d s])a(‘es ofUui givi‘ a fre(‘ and-* 
easy air to ilu' landscape (ha! is very wcdconie. 
Near (lie to)) of the hill 1 met a litlle old man m*urly 
hichkui lauauiih a htirchm of fur/,e. Ih* was back- 
ing it home for fiit‘1 and other nsi*s. Ih‘ jmust'd 
obsequions, and lisleiual to my int|niri(*s. A dwarf- 
ish sort of matu whose nglitu'ss was redohml of 
the himil)lesl chimney -coriuT. H(*nl lamcsilli his 
bulky hunkut. and grinning npon rmu h(‘ was n 
visible emhodinumi of the poverty, ignonuasu aiui, 
I may say, the donu'slicity of (la* lowliest pcuisanl 
home. I Ml as if 1 had encotinlenal n walking 
superstition, fostenv! hc'side a la‘arlh ligliltsl by 
furze fagots and l)y branches (Iropjx'd by the nesst- 
ing rooks and ravens, ^ a figure half rcpulNiv(‘ and 
half alluring. On the hordcT of Lens-hmetH' bottom 
I sat down above a straggling coj).sc, afluna* as usual 



with (Ih‘ f<)x^H(>v(‘, jMul f>;nvo c'yc and oar to the 
socMio. \Vliil(‘ sillin^^ li(‘r(\ I saw and lioard for tJie 
lirsl, liino llu‘ bliH’k-oappod warhior. 1 roo()fi!;nizod 
llu^ nolo at onct' hy its hri^liliK'ss and stnai^lh, and 
a fainl. su^^^oslion in it of (ho nifi;lilinfj;al<'\s. But; 
il was disa|)p(tin!in^ : I had (^xjx'oUmI a noaror 
approach lo ils «.!jn'al rival, d'lio bird was vory shy, 
but did (luallv show horsolf fairly sovtu'al liinos, as 
sho did also near S<*llMu*no, whoro I h<‘ard Iho son^ 
ofl rt'poalod and prolonp;od. It is a ringing!;, ani- 
nia(o<l si rain, but as a whoh' sca'inod lo mo cu’iido, 
not snioolhly and limply nnabdaU'd. I ootdd muno 
sovt'ral of <mr own birds lliat surpass it in piin^ 
music. Lik(‘ ils conn;<ai(‘rs, liu' ji^ardt'n warbhu' and 
llu' wliib'lhroaU il sin^js with groal ('mj)hasis and 
stiH'nglh, bill its song is silvorn, uol gohhm. “ Lillie 
binis with big voiots,'* out' says lo liimsi'lf after 
liaving lu‘ard most of lh(‘ British songsUu's. l\ly 
palli U*d me an advenlurous (‘oiirst' llirough llio 
eopsivs and boltoms and op<*n <*onmions, in Iho long 
twilight. At one point I canno upon Ihn'o young 
nu‘n standing togotlnw and wab’hing a dog that 
was working a mair field, one of lluan jirobably 
Ihe s{(uire*s son, amt the oIIht two liabiled like 
labonTs. In a liltle Ihiekc^t near by lh(‘re was 
u Ijrillianl (’horns of bird voica's, lh(> robin, llu^ 
Hong Ihrusb. and the bhu’kljird, all vying with (aich 
other. 'To my ini|uirv, ptil lo lest the reliabilily 

/iiT till* iMifvi tluil 


ilfler a inoinonl’s ulU'utitau siiigU'd <ml Ihc rohiii 
as llic bird in (|\u‘sli<ui. d'lus inci<UMd so inipnvssod 
me lluit I paid litlle alloulion it) llu* rt*p(n’t of Ihe 
next man I mel, who said lie had luaird a ui^hl in- 
gale just around a bend in the road, a few u\in\ites’ 
walk in advance of me. At ten o’chjck I rtMiclu'd 
Liphook. I expected and half hoped t!u‘ inn would 
turn its back iiptm me again, in which (’use I pro- 
]K)secl to make for Wohuer Fon'st, a fmv miU‘s 
distant, but it did not. Hehuv going t(» bed, I 
took a short and hasty walk down a pnunisiug- 
looking lane, and again met a etmple wlu) luvd 
heard nightingales. “It was a nighlitigule, was it 
not, (’barley ?" 

If all the people of whom I iiu|uiretl hw night- 
ingales in Knglaud could have been tcigellu‘r and 
compared notes, they ]>robably would not have betai 
long in deciding that there was at least one enr/.y 
American abroad. 

I proposed to be up and off at five o’ehuk in i\w 
morning, which seemed greatly to pu5*'./le mine host. 
At first he thought it could not he done, hut finally 
saw his way out of the dilemma, and said he wimld 
get up and undo tlie door for me himself, 'rin^ 
morning was cloudy alid misly, tlmugh the previous 
night had been of the fairest. d1i(*r(» is tme thing 
they do not have in Knghmcl that we vnn boast of 
at home, and that is a good masculine tyjie of 


j)U(M’il(N llioiigli I am told lliat (>(‘(*asi<)nally lluax' is 
a slorm. Bill I saw noiliin^ hul jx'Iu- 

lanl link' sliowcM’s and jirolongi'd juv('nilc‘ sulks, 
'.riie clouds have no r(\scrv(\ no <lip;nity; if there is 
a drop ol’ water in llnan (and IIkmu^ giMierally art^ 
several drojis), onl it comes. The jin'lliesh little 
showiu’s mar<'h across ihcj country in sunniu‘r» 
scarcely hin;^er than a stnn'l wat(a’inji>;~cart ; some- 
times hy ^(‘tlin^ ov(‘r tlu‘ hmci' oiu' (*an avoid tluan^ 
))nl tluw kci‘p tin* hayinak<ws in a )>er])(‘tual flurry. 
''Then' is no (’loml sc<*n(*rv, as with us, no mass and 
solidity, no ln'i‘>;hl nor depth. ^riu‘ clouds seinn 
low, vacuus and vapory, immatnrt', indefinite, in- 
cons(‘(|Uentiak likt‘ youth. 

'riu' walk to Si'lhorne was through mist and light 
ruin. Kew bird voic(*s, savi' the cries of th(» lapwing 
and tin' <*nrlew, vveri' Inaird. Slmrtly aftiT U'aving 
Biphook the road takivs a straight cut for thret^ or 
four mih’S through a leviT hlack, hnrren, pi'nly 
streti’h of (‘onntry, with Wohner h'orcsl a .short 
dislniH’e on tin' right. Under tlu‘ lowduinging 
clouds the s<’(*ne was a dismal (Uie, a hlack earth 
hein'ulh and a gloomy .sky ahove. I'or milc's thi' 
only sign of lift' was a liaki'Us cart rattling ah mg 
tlie sniijoth, wluti' road. At the ('inl of this soli 
tude I earner to <*uUivatt'd fields, and a little hamlet 
and an inn. At this inn (for a wonder!) I got 
Bome hrenkfa.sl. 'I'he family luul not yi'l had 



and ox(‘lusiVt\ or inclusiv(\ such p(Ui3illi{‘s .s('i‘uic(I 
to uilach lo a view over llu' wjill.s aiul lu'dn^es 
lluU; sliul mo in, lluil n wjis jdw3iys a W(*l- 

eonu' eseiip(' lo me. I opcuual llu' wickt'l or iu<»tinted 
the slile wilhoui miieli convovn as lo wlu'llier it 
would furlli(*r !U(‘ oii my way or rail, l! Wiis lilv<‘ 
turning ilie {tat\k of an enemy. M'lu'st' well kt*pl 
•fields and lawns, lli('S(' cozy nooks, tlit*se shil(‘ly 
and exclusive houses that had lidven smdi pains 
to shut out Ihe puhli(‘ gaze, from llu^ foolp 3 itli 
one had ihem Jil an adviinliige, and could phu’k 
out their myst('ry, On striking llu* highwiiy ag^iitn 
I met Ihe poshnislrcss, shipping briskly along with 
the morning mail. H<*r husband had cli(‘d, and she 
luul (ukcMi his pkact* as uuiil cfirricr. Ihigland is so 
densely popuhibsh llu* c(ninlry is so like* a grt*al cily 
suburb, that yonriiuiil ishroughl lo your door every- 
where, the .saT!ie as iu (own, I walkesl a elisbuice* with 
a hoy driving a lillle old nliih* horse wilh a cart load 
of brick. He lived at Hedlcigh, six miles ilistunl ; he 
had left there at five o\*l<K*k in Ihe iruirning, and 
had heard a niglil ingale. He was sure; as I prc'ssctl 
him, he deseril)ed Ihe place minulely. **Slu» was in 
the large firdree by 1'om Anthony’s gab*, al Ihe 
south cud of the village.'* 'Then, I suiil, dimblle.ss I 
IIB 
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l)u( I (lid not. I s|K‘ij[. two niiiiy dayH at Sdhorne; I 
|)iiss('d iiumy chilly and duun'lcss hoiii-H loitering 
iilong lhoM(» w('i huK'.s and <h*lls and dripjiing hang- 
tM's, wooing hoMi my hinl and llu' spirit of llu' geu- 
ile parson, hu( a]>par(*nlly wilhoul gelling very near 
lo (‘ilher. WluMi 1 Ihink of ilie place mnv, 1 see 
its ImiTsi’ig anil anxiotis luiymakerH in (he field of 
mown grass, a id hear Ihe cry of a (‘laid lhat sat 
in lli(* hay hack <»r IIh' old clmrcli, and (*ned hy ihe 
hour whik' ils mollu'r was busy wilh lu*r rake not 
far oir. d'he rain had ctNised, Ihe hay had dried 
off a link', and scoun (d‘ nu'ii, womc'n, and cliildn'u, 
l)nt moslly wonit'n, had fk»ck(‘d (o (he fu'kls lo rake 
it up. d1u' hay is go| (og<»{ht‘r inch hy inch, and 
every iiu’h is foughl for, They first rake it up into 
narrow swalhs, (‘ach person taking a strip about 
a yard widix If they hold llu' grmmd ihtis gaincal, 
wIh'Ii lh<' hay dri(‘s an hour or Iwo longc'r, (lu'y 
lake atu»llu‘r hilch, and Ihus on lill tlnw g('l it into 
(In' (*ock or *‘earry*' il from (In' windrow. Il is 
nsually m'arly worn out with handling Indore llic'V 
gi'i it into 1 In' ri(’k. 

From St'Ihorm' I wenl lo AlU»n, along a road lhat 
was oiH' prokmge'd rifle* pil, hul snnn>lh and hard 
as a reu’k; lln'nct* hy I rain i»ack lo I.ornlom To 
l(*av(' no grotmd fm* self acisisation in fnlurt*, on 
tin* Hvovv of ihjI having made a llmrongh (‘troH lo 
hear my songsttn*, 1 Iht* next day made a trip north 
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large pieliiro.s(|ue old lown, and Ihonglil inys('If in 
just the right pluc'c. at hist. I hniiKl a n}a<l 
the station and tlie town proper <*all<‘tl Niglilingali' 
Lane, famous for ils songsU'rs. A man who kt‘pl 
a thrifty-looking inn (yn the eorner {wlu‘r(‘, hy llu. 
way, I was again refused holli lu'd and hoard) said 
tliey sang nigld and inorning in I he Iree.s opposiU'. 
He liad heard iheni Ihe night ludort', lyut had not 
noticed them that morning, lit' of(<'n sat at night 
with Ills frieiuls, with open wimhyws, listening to 
the stniiiu He said he had lrii‘d several limes to 
hold his hrealh as hyng as the hird did in uttering 
eerlaiu notes, hut <'ould not <lo it. 'Hiis, 1 knew, 
was an exaggeration; hut I wailed ('agerly for night- 
fall, and, when it eume, pm^sl the str<s‘l likt* n |)alroh 
man, and paced c»lher stm‘ls, ami Hngenal ah<»ut 
other likely hyenlilies, htd caiught nothing hut 
neuralgic pains in my sluynlder. I had no ht'liiT 
success iii the morning, and Ju^n* gave ov<t |Ih» 
pursuit, saying hy myself, It inatliTs little, iifhT 
all; 1 have mm the eouulry ami had .soim* ohjt'cl 
for a walk, ami that is suHknent. 

Altogether 1 heard the lyird h^s lhaii five min- 
utes, and only a few lynr.s of its song, hul enough 
to satisfy me of the surprising ipudity tyf tlu’ strain. 

It had the master tone as eleurly as 'reunyson 
or any great prirna donna or famous nrat(yr 1ms ik 
Indeed, it was the just the mme. Here is th<‘ <’one 



j)lcl:e arlist, of whom all Ihoso other birds arc but 
hints an<l studios. Hri/^ht, startling, assured, of 
gr<‘at. compass and ])()Wor, it easily doituiiatcs all 
oIIht Holes; tin* harsher clutr-r-r-r-rij notes servo 
ns foil lo her stirpassing brilliancy. Wordsworth, 
among I he ])oets, has hit olf the song nearest: — 

**'riiost‘ ii(»l('s of Ihine, — llu'y pierce and pierce; 

^I'lnnnlluoas liariaony and fuTee!*’ 

I eotdd easily underslaud that Ibis bird might 
keep jK'ople awak(‘ at niglil by singing near their 
Imuses, as I was assnnsl it fre<piently does ; there 
is sonu'lhing in Ihe strain so slarlling and awaken- 
ing. Ils slarl is a vivid Hash of sound On the 
wliole, a high bn‘d, eourlly, (’liivalrons song ; a 
song for ladii's lo lu*ar h'aning from ein])()wered 
windows on in(H)nlighl niglds; a song for royal 
]>arks and grovivs, ami eastdul hut impassioned 
life. We Inive no bird-voice so piereing and loud, 
wilh such (lexibilily ajnl eoitijaiss, sued fnll-tliroatod 
Iiannony and long-drawn eademrs; though wc 
have songs of more rmdody, tenderness, at\d plain- 
liveness. N(me hut the nighlingale (’onld liave in- 
spired Keals’s ode, that longing for self-forget- 
fulnoHs and for I lie oblivion of the world, lo escape 
the fnd and fev<T of life. 

*‘And with IIuh* fade away into the forenl dim.*’ 
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KN<JLlvSn AND AMKRK^AN SONCJ BIRDS 

ri 1111*1 (’harm of Iho of birds, liko llmt of a 

1 nalioifs popular airs uiul liymus, is so lilllo 
a (jiH'slion of inirinsic umsioal (‘xcolhaico, and so 
larp’ly n inall(’r of associalion and sngg(\slion, or of 
snbjt*(’(ivt‘ (’ohn'iii^ and riMniniscsaua*, (hat il is por- 
liaps (*nlir<*ly natural for (naTy ])t‘opl(* to Ihitik llu'ir 
own fiadlau’cal s(m|i!;st<'r.s the b(‘sl. What music 
wotild iln*n‘ i\ot 1 m‘ to the homt'sick American, in 
Mnropc, in tin* simph* and plninlivo note of our 
bluebird, or tin* ditty of our song sparrow, or the 
hotu’sl (ain»l of (nn* robin ; and wind, to llu‘ l*lnrop(ain 
traveh'r in Ibis country* in llu‘ burst of the Ijiuck- 
(’ap, or tin* nsibriaist, or tin* whistle of tlu' merlin! 
'‘riu* ivlalivt' merit of luribsougs cam hardly i)e sid- 
thsi dogmali(’ally ; I susp(s*( there is very litll<' of 
what W(‘ call mu^ic, or of wind ctuild Ik* nol('d on 
tin* musical scab*, in t*vim \hv b(*sl of th(*m; lh<*y 
an* parts of nature, and their po\V(‘r is in the degna* 
in which I law s])eak to (Uir eNpt*riencc*. 

WIh'u tlu* Dttlo* of Argyll* who is a lover of the 
l>inls and a good ornilludogisl* was in this count rv, 
he got tlu* impression that our song birds W"ere 





inferior to tlie UriliHh, and hc' n‘fer.M to ollu^rs of 
h\H ooimtryinen as of like opuiion. No woiuKt he 
our robin inferior in ]>o\vi‘r to tiu' missel 
thriisli, in variety to the innvis, nml in mtdt)dy to 
the blaekbird! Itobin did not ami eould not sin^ 
to his ears the song he sings to ours. 'Tlum it is 
very likely true that his gruet' did tint hear the 
robin in the most opportune moment and s(*aHon, 
or when the contrast of his song with the g<meral 
silence and desolation of nature is the* nuist strik- 
ing and impressive. 'Phe night itigah' luasls to he 
heard at night, the lark at dawn rising ttj uwvi the 
sun ; and robin, if ytni wcaild kmnv the magic (jf 
his voice, should he heard in early spring, when, 
as tile sun is setting, he ('nrols sh'adily for t(m 
fifteen minutes from the top t^f some matr tree. 
There is perhaps no other souml in nature*; piitchc'S 
of snow linger here and there; the tn*c*s are nakesl 
and the earth is eold and deael, nml this tamtented, 
hopeful, reassuring, and withal musical .strain, 
poured out so freely and delilu^rately, fills the void 
witli tlie very breath and presence t)f the spriiig. 
It is a simple strain, well miited to llu* t*arly seaison; 
there are no intricaeies in it, but its lumest clua^r 
and direelnesH, with its slight pluinlive tinge, like 
that of the sun gilding the treetops, go straight to 
the heart. The compass and vnritdy of tin* robin's 
powers are not to l)e despised eitluT. A (lermnn 



told Ttie wlial I was surprised to lioar, namely, that 
our robin surpasses the Kuropeau l>laekl)lrd in capa- 
bilities of voice. 

'I'lie duke does not metilion by name all the 
l)irds h(' Inaird wliile in this (’ounfcry. He was evi- 
dently influenced in his opinion of them by the fact 
that our common sandpiper appeared to bo a silent 
bird, whereas its British eousin, tlie sandpiper of 
the lakes ami slr(‘anis (»f the Scottish nig‘hlauds, Ls 
very l(K|ua(‘ious, and llu^*‘niale bird has a contin- 
uous and most livi'ly song." Either the duke must 
have steii our bird in one of its silent and medita- 
tive moods, or else, in the wilds of Canada where 
liis grace speaks of having seen it, the sarulpiper is 
a more tac’iturn bird than it is in the Slates. True, 
its (‘ulhnot(\s are not incessant;, and it is not j>rc>- 
]>c‘rly a. song-bird any more lhan the British species 
but it has a very ))retty atid pleasing note as it 
flits up and down onr sunnner streams, or nms 
along on tlicir gray, pebbly, and boulder-strewn 
shallows. 1 oftc^n hear its calling and piping at 
night during its spring migralings. Indeed, we 
haY(‘ no silent bird that I am aware of, though our 
]>retly cedard>ird has, perhaps, the least voice of 
atiy. A la<ly writes me that she has heard the 
luurnriinghlrd sing, and says she is not to be put 
down, even if I were to prove by the anatomy of the 
bird'H vocal organs that a song was impossible to it. 



nioinont of llio spriof^, lu' luNirtl litlh' <»r lluit Imrsl; 
of sonjy; wliioli in {'oiu/s fruiu tlu* ijlat'k<’up» 

and the garden warbler, and llu' white! hmal, and 
the reed warbler, and tlu» (nnnnn)n wnnn end 
(locally) from llie nighlingnle. 'riu^n* no lack 
of a burst (if sotig in this count rv (e\t‘(‘pt in (Im 
remote foivst soliludes) duritig tlu* richest moment 
of the spring, say from llu‘ 1st to the ‘inth of May, 
and at linuss till near miclHumnuu*; mor(*ov('r, inoiH^ 
bird-voices join in it, as I shall ptuut out. than in 
lirilaiu; but it is prolmhly mon* fitful and intermit- 
tent, more eonfmed to (’erlain hours of (ht* day. and 
probably proeet‘ds from throats h‘ss loud and viva- 
cious than that with whieli our distinguislua! eritie 
was famiruir. d'hc‘ ear lu*nrslu\st and t*asiest what 
it has heard lu^fore. rro|»erly to apprelumd and 
appreciate hird-songs, (\speeiidly to disimlungh* them 
from the eonhised murmur of nuiurt% ret|uirt*s more 
or less familiarily with them. If tlu* duki* had 
passed a season with us in some nnv pla(‘e in the 
country, in New York or New Fmglnnd, he would 
probably have modified his views nlnnit the silence 
of out birds. 

One season, early in May, 1 dis(’ov(*recl an hhig- 
lish skylark in full song above a broitd, low nuaulow 
in the mklst of a landscape that juissi'sscal fiMituri's 
attractive to a great variety of our birds, livery 
morning for many days I used to go and sit on the 



brow ()l a low lull (linl comniniuitMl llio iidd, or else 
upon a swoll in llio niidsl of ilic meadow 

ils(‘lf, and lisUai lo calcli (lie song of the lark, 
''flu' ma/(' and langlt* of bird voices and bird eho- 
nises llinmgh wln<‘h my t^ar groped ils way searcdi- 
ing b»r llu' lu'W song <‘an be imagiiu'd wlien I say 
dial wilhin h<'aring IIu'H' wen' from fifteen to 
lw(‘nly dilb'nait kinds of songsters, all more or less 
in full huK'. If I heir noU's arnl (*alls could have 
I)(‘<‘n mal('rializ<‘d and made ns palpalde to the eye 
as Ihev \\r\v to iIh' c'an I Ihiiik tlu'y would liave 
veilt'd llu' lands(*ap(* and darkc'iusl the <lay. ''rhere 
W('n‘ big songs and lilth' songs, songs from the 
tns's, ilu* biislu's, llu' ground, lh(' air, — warbles, 
trills, chants, niusi(*al calls, and sipieals, etc. Near 
by in tin' fon'ground wen* tin' catbird and the brown 
lliraslu'r, tin* fornn'r in tin* l)nshes, the latter on the 
top of a Inck()rv. d'ln'st* binis are relut('d to the 
mockingbird, and may In* called ju'rformers; their 
songs an* a serh's of votail feats, like* tin* exlubilion 
(►f an a<’robat; l!n\v throw mu.si(*al somersaults, and 
turn ainl twist and contort thcmst'lves in a very edi- 
fying manner, with now and tlnai a vcnlrihKpiial 
touch. 'Fin* ('atbird is tin* moiH* shrill, supple, and 
fc'minine; tin* tlirasln'r the louder, rieln'r, and more 
nudiK'ious. d'ln* mate* of tin* lalh'r had a nest, 
which I found in a lit'ld tnnier lln* s]>n'ading ground- 
junip('r. I*Vom s('v<*rnl points along the course of 
a biishv little <'re<'k llu're (‘unu' a HonL^ or a melodv 



of noic'M aiul c’lills iluit iiImi ptii nu‘ mit, tlu- lifw, 
hodgo^podgr .strniu of tlu* {K>ly|,d«*t cdmt, ii .strong, 
olivoduu’kotK yellow hn*iistod. hhu'k Idllinl hirci, 
with a voic<‘ liko that of n jay t*r a <’nnv that had 
hren to Hch(»ol Iti u roliin or an orhilo, u jHwftiratcT 
sure lo arrost y*nir our and nurr to <dtulo your rye. 
''riuTo is no lanl ho arrnid of ludug stnau tw foudor 
of hoing hi*ard. 

^I'he gohh'n voire ttf tlir \v(mmI llirusli t!iul (‘nine 
lo tne fnnn tlu* honlrr of the wchhU on tny right 
was no hiiulmnee io the cnir, it was ho nerene, 
Ikjuitk and, us it were, truns|mrent: the lark's sotig 
has nothing in eonunon with it. Neither wen* the 
songs of the many holadinks in the nuaulow at all 
confusing, -a brief tinkle of silver hells in the 
grass, while I was listening fi>r a sutitul more like 
the sharp and eontinuems hum of silver whetds npon 
a pebbly heimh, C!ertmii notes of the r«sl slu)uh 
dered starlings in the alders and swarnp maples near 
by, tlie distant harliarie voit*e iif the great erested 
flycateher, the jingle of the kinghinh the shrill, 
rnclallie song of the savatma sparmw, and the jner- 
cing eoll of the meadowlark, all sicHHl more or less 
in the way of the strain I was listening for, because 
every one had a touch of that burr or guttural hum 
of the lark*s song. The car had still other notes 
to intend with, m the strong, bright warlde of the 
tanager, the richer and more meloclicms .nlrain of 



Vrllowirrmuled Chat 






V I ^ 

tonlc‘<l warl)U‘ (»f llu' ri‘(l-<*y<‘<l virco, llu* auinuUod 
Htraiu of llu' ^^:<)ltliincli, t)u‘ soflly iiole.s of 

llio l)ush s]>arrt)\\\ llu' rnpid> ('ir(‘ling, vivaoioua 
strain of (In* iMiq»l(‘ foK'In (ho gonllo lullaby of the 
son|j^ sparnnw llit' |>U*asin| 4 ; witoluTv/' “wilclicry’* 
of Iho yollow throai, llu' (‘hair whislh' of iho oriole, 
(he loud (‘all of lla* hi[!;h hoh‘, llu' scfueak and chal- 
ier of swallows, (‘1<\ Bu( wlaai llu' lark did rise 
in full son<j;, it was easy to laair him athwart all 
tlu'se various sounds, first, bi*(‘ause of llu* sense of 
altitude his strain had. its skyward <‘luira(‘ter, — 
and then luaamst* td its haul, uspirated, p(*nel rating, 
inu’easing, jubilant (|uulity, !t cut ils way to the 
our like sonu'llung ojcooi'ding swift, sharp, and 
o(»piouH. It (Ui'rloijk and oniran every otlu*r sound; 
it hud an umh‘rtoue like the luinnning of innUitu- 
dinoiis whe(‘ls and Npindh‘H. Now and (lien scaiu* 
turn would start and s(‘l (dT a ni*\v (‘ombination of 
shriller or of gravt*r notes, but all of the same ])re- 
cipilule. oul-nishing and dowmptairing character; 
not, on Iht* wlioh*. a sweet or melodious song, but 
a slrtmg and blillu' om*. 

'’I'he duk(* is alamduntly juslifitsl in saying (hut 
wa have no bird in this country, at least (*nsl of the 
Mississippi, that can fill the place of the skylark. 
Our high, wide, bright skies stsuu his projier fi(’hl, 
t(H), Uis song IS a pure (*estasy, nntouelH'd by any 
pUunllvenesH. or pride, or men* Inlarily, - a W’ell- 


the fu'lds aiul (liiwus. Its rircrt is wt’ll 
in this slnii/.a of W«>rcls\vorth: 

*‘rp wiiii \\\v\ tip with nu» intt» tlu* 

Fnp thy Him*:, hiirk. U ^Inunt; 

Up with iiH*. np with tiif into ihr chtutlHl 

With ('ioiKis nud .nky llin* ringing, 

Lift nM\ guith* in<* till 1 hud 

I'hal .sp<»t whit’h HffiiiM HO tn thy niiud!” 

But judging from (iilluTl Whilt^'s ntul Burring- 
toirn lists, I shonhl say llint our lord ohoir was u 
largt'r one, and einhrnc’ed more* good stnig than 
the Brilish. 

While niunes Iwentydwo speoic’s of birds that 
Bing in Lnglnnd tlnring tin' spring and stnnnu'r, 
ineluding tlie swallow in the list. A HnI of the 
spring and siunnu*r songHt(*rs in Xt*w York and 
New Knglnnd, without naming any that art' cduinn*- 
teristieally W’ocHbhirds, like the honnit thrush iiml 
veery, the two wngtuils. the IhirlY or tnon' war- 
blers, and llie solitary vireo, tm inrluding any of 
the birds that have musind enll itthfs, and by sona* 
are (lenoininaled songsters, ns lht» blu«*binl. the 
sandpiper, the swallow, the rtnl shtitilderecl «4!iirllng, 
the pewee, tlie high hole, and others, would etnbnuH* 
more names, though perhaps no songHtors (spiat to 
tlie lark and niirhUnmile. to wit: the rtdnn. the 


C'UlDinj, iiw naiiuiM)iv orioio, iiio orcluird oriole, 
tli(‘ soiifi; sparrow, (la* wood sparrow, llu^ vespi^r 
sparrow, lli(‘ social sparrow, llie swainj) sparrow, 
the ])urp](' (iiH’li, llu' wotal (lirush, llu' sc’urlel taii- 
ag(*r, IIk' in<li<.»;o bird, IIh‘ |^old(incb, (la' bobolink, 
the sinmia'i* vi'llowbinl, llu' uu'adowlark, (he Iiouse 
Wren, (he marsh wr<‘n, tlu' brown thrasher, (lie 
I'lu'wink, I la' chal, lla* red-iwi'd vireo, (lie wliile- 
eyed vin*o, llu' Marvhual yellowdhroal, aial llie 
ros(' bn'asl<'d fp'osla'ak. 

'Tlu' Urilish sparrows are for llu' ua)sl part song- 
less. What a ditty is that of our song sparrow, 
rising from tla' gardc'n fcau'e or lla' roadside so 
early in Man'll, so ])roplK'(i<’ and touching, \vith 
endh'ss varialions aral pretty trilling (‘flVc'ls ; or 
ih(' song of tlu* vt'spt'r sparrow, full of the repose 
and llu* wild sweet lU'ss of the* fields ; or the strain 
of llu' lit 111* busli sparrow, smldi'nly proje(‘led upon 
llu' sik'iuH* of tin* lii'lds or of the evi'iiing twilight, 
and (h'lighliiig tlu* t‘ar as a luaiutiful scroll delights 
tlu* (’Vi*! I'lu* wliih* crowiu'd, llu* wliiledhroaled, 
and llu* (’anada sjiarrows sing transiently spring and 
fall; and I liave lu*ard llu* fox sparrow in April, 
when his song haunted my heart like some bright, 
sad, dt'Iieious nu'umrv of youth, tlu* ric*lu*st and 
inosl moving of all sparrow-songs. 

Our wreiMimsic', too, is superior to anything of 
llu* kind in tlu* Old World, be(*anse we have a 
irreater varit'lv tif wreu-sonirslers. Onr house wren 
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wrrn has a livrly son^ : whilt* our winlrr wren, in 
S[)rightlinoss, mc'lhnvncss* plaintivtau'ss, and exncu- 
lion, is surpusst'd by bnl frvv son^'^tcTs in llu* world. 
Hio Muinnu*r haunts of this wr<*ii art* our hi^'!;h, ctjoh 
nnrlhorn woods^ \vlu‘nx rt)r tlu* most part, his niusic 
is lost on the primovid solitudo. 

1110 Hrilish (lyoalohi*r, noot»rtiin|4 to Whilt*. is a 
silonl bird, whilo our spts-ios, as tin* plarbo bird, 
Iht' W’ood powot*, tlu* kinj^lurd, iho liitlo i^roon fly- 
calohor, ami (»ilu*rs, all havt* nt»tt*s nu»n‘ <jr h*s.s 
lively and inusioal. I'he gn‘ut t*r<*slod flyoulohor 
has a harsh voit’o, Imt the putludit* iitul sUvt*ry note 
of the wood pewee inort' tluin maken up hir it. 
Wliite says the p)lden-orowne(l wnm is nt)t a son^^- 
bird in (ireat Britain, I'ho etirrt*sptnuliti|( s|u*eii*H 
hero lum a pleasing though not remarkable Ming, 
wdiieh is soldtJUi heard, however, exeept in its brt‘t*d- 
ing haimts in the north. But its eongtaier, tlu* rul>y • 
crowned kinglet, luis a rieh, dtdieitnis, anti pndotigi*d 
warble, whieh is nolieeahle in the NtwlluTu Slnlt‘v. 
for a week or two in April or May, whih* the lard 
pauses to feed on its way to its siminu'r Imnux 

There are no vireos in Kun>pt\ nor binls that 
answer to them. With us, they eontrihute an iin- 
portant element to the music* of our gri»vt*H ami 
woods. There are few hirds I .should miss more 
than the red-eyed vireo, w^ith his eluH’rftd musit'al 
solikxiuy, all day and all HUimner, in the maoles 
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and locusts. It is he, or ratlicr she, that hiiilds 
the ('\'(iuisile hnskt^l lussi on the ends of the low, 
leafy hnlneh(^s, sus|HMHliii^ it h(‘tween two twigs. 
'J'he waridiiig vir(s» has a stronger, louder strain, 
more (’onlinuons, l)nl not so sw(‘{‘i. The soli- 

tary vir<‘() is lu’unl only in llu» dt‘(*p woods, wlule 
the whil(‘Hye(I is still more local or restricted in 
its rangi', lading found only in \v<‘l. hnshy places, 
wherK*<* its vt'la'nH'nl, vnricvl. and brilliunl song is 
sure to catch Iht' dullest ear. 

'The goldtinciu's of tiu* l\v(i (‘ounlries. ihtaigh 
dillcring in phnnag<\ an' p<*rliaps pretty evenly 
iuat(‘he(l in song; whik* our pnrple flneh, or linnet, 
I am persuaded, ranks far al)ove the English lin- 
n('l, or linlie. ns tin' Sc'oleh cadi it. In eoiupass, in 
melody, in sprightliness. it is a reninrkuhle songster, 
ImU'ed, lake tiu' finehes as a family, they certainly 
furnish more* gocal Hongsl(u\s in this country than in 
(Jrcal Brilnin. They furnish the staple of our bird- 
mckidy. in(‘hiding in the family the tmuiger and 
the groslxaiks. wliile in Europe the warblers lead 
White uames , seven finehes in his li.sl, and Barring- 
ton in<*ludes eight, none of them very noted song- 
Hiers, except the linnet. Our list would include the 


itullpi liinl y n nuthtinmuT ami an all sinunu*r 
Hiaigstrr t»f gri'iit brillisuu v. Su {s ttir ianap'r, i 
jmlgr H nu Kumprati lhrti’4i iliut. in Ihr juiro 
t’hunn (>f lunluily amt Iiuutj liki‘ M‘r»’nify ami spirit* 
iiiility, c'iinuls uitr \vutj«! ami hinanit tliriHlas, hh 
lluHT is nu hirtl ttu'n* thuk in Himplr liu|,^ttnl eKtvl- 
hau't', nppnaifhrs mir hnbnlink» 

I'ho Knrnpt'iui riirkmi inakrs lunrt* nunar tluui 

onrs* ami tlu’ir ruhin nalhnami is n sinf|[rr 

than tlm allit’d sparins^ tu wit, ihr hlm’ltink wilU 
UH, But it is niuinty in tlm larks mul wnrkkn-s that 
the Kuniprnn l»irds art* rit lu*r in snn|fHtrrs than an' 
ours, Wu havt* iiii nriuy uf small wimmI warhlfrs* 
— ntj less tluin furly spi*rirs, Init must f>f tluau 
Imvc' ruin! (‘liuttc'ring <»r lispinf*: that esrapt* nil 

but the inost nltetitive ear, utul tlum tlu^y speiul the 
summer fur ii) tlie utifilK ( hir twu wiptlails are ivur 
most hnlliaiil warblers, if ne rxicrpl tlu* kiiii^h'ls, 
which are Northerti birds in siimmrr, and thr Kvn- 
tueky warbler, which is a Suuthcrn bird; but lhe*y 
prc»bably d<i not tuateh the Knidi'^li blackcap, or 
whitelhroat, or garden warbler, to say iH^lbing of 
llie nightingale, though Audubun tln»ugld uur large- 
billed walerdhnjHh, or wiigtaik tHpuilcd that fiumniH 
birch It in eerlainly a brilliant sungstrr, but mcwt 
provokiugly brief; the ear is arrcstcsl by a sudtlen 
joyous bural of melody proceeding from the dim 
ainleH along wliieh norne wild brook hirs its wayi 


and .s(‘(' lli<‘ bird (‘V('rv srason aloiifi; a rocky strcuio 
llial Hows Ihrouf^h a. d('(‘[> chasm amid a wood of 
luanlock and pim\ As I si( at Ihc fool, of some 
(•asca<kN or on (lu^ hrirdv of s<jmc liKlc dark eddying 
pool above it» this bird <larls by me, nj) or down 
llic sln'ani, or alighls lu'ar nuN upon a ro(‘k or slone 
ul the <*dg<' of llu' wabT. lis speckled l)reasb ils 
dark olive cokn’t'd back, ils leeb'ring, mimang gait, 
lik<' lhal of a sandpiptn*. and ils sharp vhii, like the 
click of two p{‘bblcs undta* waUa*, are characlerisUc 
b'alures, d'lien ils quick, ringing song, wliich you 
an' sntH' pri‘S(mlly lo hear, suggt'sis s<>niellung so 
bright and silvi'rv lhal it st'cms alnu»st l(» light up, 
for H hrit'f monu'ul, (he dim relreab If (his slrain 
\V('r(' only stislaiiu'd and pndongc'd like ihe nightin- 
gale’s, Ihere wotdd be gtaul gnmnds for Audubonks 
comparison. Ils cousin, (he wood wagtail, or golden- 
crownc'd Ihrush of llu' older ornilhologisLs, and 
goldem<Townt‘d a(‘<Tntor of llu' later,'" a common 
l)ird in all our woods, has a similar stniin, wln(‘li 
it d('Iiv(‘rs as it w{'r(' siirnqHitiously, and in the 
most precipitate muniu'r, while' on the wing, high 
above the Irt'eltjps. It is a kind of wood-lark, prae- 
tieing ami relnairsing on the sly. When the modest 
songst(‘r is re'ady to eenne ont and giv(' all a ehama* 
tt> hear ins full and t'ompleU'd .slrain, the Kuropcan 
wood lark will nee'd lo look to his laun'Is. 'I'he.sc 
two birds are our best warblers, and yet they are 



and adiniro lluan. If the two kingh'ts <h)u 1(1 also 
1)0 iuoludotl in our oonmion Now l%n|.^Ian<l .stuninor 
ro.sidoiils, our wnrl)U‘r music* would only paU* lioforo 
I ho soufi; of Fhilom<‘lu liorsolf. Hu* Knf.^li.Hh rod- 
start ovidonlly surpa*'Sos ours ns n son|.!:stt*r, and wo 
have no l>ird to inatc^h llio English wood lurk nhovo 
roforrod io» which is said to ho hut lilth* inft‘rior 
to the skylark; hut, on llu* other hand, hosidos the 
sparrows and viioos, already Tuoutiouod, they have 
no songstcTs to matc’h our oriole, otir oniiard star- 
ling, our ealhird, our brown thrasher {so('oml only 
to the inoekinghird), our c*hewink, oitr snowhini, our 
eow-hunling, our hoholink, aud our ydlow-hreasted 
ehah As regards the swallows of the two oountries, 
the advnuiage is rather on the side of the Amoriean. 
Out ehimney swallow, with his ine<*ssunt, silvery, 
rattling chipper, evidently makes tnon* nmsu* than 
the corresponding houw swallow of J’hirope ; while 
our pur])le martin is not rc^preseided in the Old 
World avifauna at alk Aud yet it is prohahly true 
that a dweller in England hears inort' bird music* 
Ummghout the year than a dweller in this eountry, 
and that whieh, in some n*sjHH‘lH. Is of a sujK*rior 
order. 

In the first plaw, there is not sot mueh of it lost 
**upon ilw desert air,*’ upon the wild* unlistening 
solitudes. The English birds are tuon* domestic 
aaid familiar than ouni; more directly and intimately 



and lo.sl in llic void of the wild and the iinrc- 
clainicd, I^iifchind is like a <’C)ii(iiic*nl (*<)n(*eiitnil(‘d, 
— all ihr wasU' land, Ihc barren slrelehe.s, the wib 
deriH'Sses, kdl otil. d'lie birds are Inonght near 
togellier and lu'ur lo man. \Voo(bbirds here arc 
lunise and garden birds lhert\ dliey find good 
j)aslnrnge and ])rol(H‘tion everywhere. A land of 
parks, and gardtais, and liedgt'-rows, and game pro 
serves, and a <‘limale free from violent exlrcnues, 
•» whal a singe f(»r Ihe birds, and for enhaneing 
ihe elh'el of lludr songs ! How prolific they arc, 
how alnmdanl! If our songsters were hunted atul 
trapped by bird»fan<*i<'rs and others, as the lark, 
and goldlineh, and mavis, el<\, are in Kngland, the 
race would soon h<‘eonu‘ (‘xlimd. Then, ns a rule, 
it is prolnddy true ihul the British birds as u class 
liuve more voie<* than ours liav(% or eerlain (pialilies 
lhal inakt' their songs inon' striking and (‘ouspieu- 
ous, such as gnsUer vivacity and strength. They 
are less bright in pltunage, but more uuinuvled in 
voi(T. 'Phey are not so ree<‘nlly out of the woods, 
and their strains have not that ehisiveness and 
j)lainliveiu‘ss that ours have. They sing with more 
<*(»nlld<‘net‘ ami e<>])iousm‘ss, and as if they, too, had 
been touelusl by eiviliznlion. 

"riien (hey sing more hours in the day, and more 
days ill the year. 'I'lus is owing lo the milder and 
inoixj e((Uahle cliiualo. 1 heard the skylark singing 



above the South I)t)wns in apparently 

with full Mpring f<*rvor and di*li|^ht. 'Flu* wnai, the 
robin, and the wooiMark Niu)^ lliniu^^hunl the \vin» 
ter, and In initlsununer tluu't' an' pe'rhu]w mere 
voeal throatM than here, 'Fhe brat and bla/e of our 
xnidHununer Hun stlenee of ntir birds. 

There are Init hnir soi^^sters that I hear with atiy 
regularity aftt'r the nn*ridiau of Nuniiner is past, 
namely, the indigo bird, tlie wood or bu^h sparrow, 
the scarlet lanager, atid the r<sbeyed vireo, while 
While names c*ight (»r nine Angtist though 

he Hjieaks of (he yellow hammer only ns pt*rsi^ttnlt, 
IILh dietum, that hinh sing as lung ns ludiHeation 
goes on, is ns tnie here ns in Knglanrl. Himee our 
wood thrush will (*ontinue in song <ner into August 
if, as fretiuently happens, its Jnnt' ne^t has lasm 
broken up l)y the (tows or H(|inrr«*ls. 

The British songslem are more vtand at iiighl 
than (an^. White says the grns^ili«»pprr lark (‘hirps 
all night in the laaglit c»f sutnnu'r. 'Tin' scslge bird 
also sings the gnaiter part of the night. A stone 
thrown into the bnnheH wluTe it is nMisting, after 
it laws beeome mltmt, will set it g<ang again. < bher 
British birds, hesideH the nightingale, sing more or 
less at night. 

In this country the mcjckingbird is (he (»!dy reg- 
ular nigliFsinger we have. Other songsters bnsik 
out occasionally in the middle of the night, but so 



tiUlUKuuuy iHi lulling iu aruums. 

Ou liu^ other hand, there arc certain aspects in 
which onr sonp^sterH appear to advantage* Tliat 
tliey surpass I, lie Ktiropean species in sweetness, ten- 
derness, and nu'lody I have no doubt; and that our 
inoekinghird, iu his native haunts in tlic South, 
surf>asses any l)ird in the world iu fluency, variety, 
and execution is highly probable. That the total 
eflcuvt of his strain may be less winning and persua- 
sive than ilie nocturne of the nightingale is tho 
only qutnstiou in iny mind about the relative merits 
of the two songsters. Bring our birds together as 
they are brought iogeilu'r in England, let all our 
shy wood-birds — ^ like the hermit thrush, the veery, 
the Avinter wren, the wood wagt,ail, the water wag- 
tail, tlie many warblers, the several vircos — bc- 
eoine birds of the groves and orchards, and tlicro 
would be a burst of song indeed. 

Bates, the juiiuralist of the Aina^von, speaks of 
a little thrush he used to hear in his rambles that 
showed ilu' Americfui cpiality to which I have 
referred. ** It is a much smaller and i)Iainer-c‘()lorc(l 
bird/’ lie says, “than our [the Knglishl thrusli, ami 
its song is not so loud, varied, or so long sustained', 
liere the tone is of a sweet and plaintive quality, 
which lumnoimm well with the wild and silent 
ISO 


wiu’ri.' inuur u iu’Hiu ui uu' luoriniigii 

and i^vcni^g^i of sultry, Inipind diiyH.** 

1 append parallel lints nf tin* Uetter kinnvn Amer- 
ican and KngliHli song lartin, marking in {‘ueh with 
an EHlerink thnse Ihiit are prnlmhly the better snug- 
Biers; fnllnwed by a li^ii nf utln^r Amerienn songsters. 
Home of which are nut repn^Hcntetl in tlie British avi- 
fauna: 


Old EnglatHl 
‘^Wcmcldark. 
Song“tlirimh, 

^ Jenny Wrt'u, 
Willow wrtnu 
^ IledhreaHt* 

^ lleclHtart. 

Ileclge-Hpamjw. 

A'ellow-hannuer, 

^Skylark, 

Swallow* 

^ Blackcap. 
I'illark. 

*** Blackl)ird. 

Whitelhroal. 

(hjldflnche 

(ircHudlneh, 

liecd-Bparrow. 

Linnet. 

^Lhamndu 

^ NiffliLiiifirflifi. 


.Vmc Enghoid, 
I^leadtiwhirk. 

*WihmI tline^h. 

Iloim* wren. 

^Winter wren* 

Bhiehird. 

Itedstart. 

*^Sinig spnmw, 

^ Fox nptirrow* 

Boholink. 

Swallow. 

WimhI wagtail. 

I'illark (spring and fall), 
liohin. 

^ Maryland yellow-ihnmt 
(Soliliuieh. 

®^\Vcmh 1 sparrow. 

* Vesper sparrow. 

^ Purple tineln 
IndigudiirtL 


(Hit ntiiiitma, A^n/) hmjlana. 

TVlinsol Ihnish. llormit llirush. 

(ural lilmoUMo. Savanna sparrow. 

bullfinch. (’hiokadoo. 

Now Knglmnl soujJt-hinLs not iiioludcHl in the above 
aroi — 

R(*(l-oy(*(l viroo. Orchard oriole. 

Whilc-cvMMl vin‘o. Calhird. 

Hrolhcrly love virco. Brown thraslior. 

Solilury virco. (’licwink. 

^^‘llow»lllroaUMl virco, llosc-brcaslcd grosbeak. 

Scarli‘t tuiiugcr. !hir|>lc marlin. 

Balliinorc oriole. Mockingbird (occasionally). 

Jkvsidos llioHo» a dcr/on or more species of the 
Mniolillithc, or wood-warblers, miglil be named, 
some of which, like the blnek-llirouled green war- 
bler, the Hpe<‘kled (huuula warbler, the hooded war- 
bler, the mourning grouml-warbler, and the yellow 
warbler, are line songsters. 



vr 


IMIMIKHSIONS OK vSOME ENCJLTSII 
BIRDS 

rilllK foro^olnf*: {’implor wa.s wriltcm previous to 
X my Iasi visil to Kurland, and when niy know- 
of lli(‘ Rritisli songdiirds was mainly from 
n'porlt and no! from per.sonnl ohservaliom I ha<l 
lieard Ihe skylark, and hriefly the robin, and 
snab’hes of a few oilier bird strains, while in tliat 
eounlry in Iht' imlninn of 1871 ; but of the full 
Hiirin^ and sumnuT (’horns, and the merits of the 
individual son^sl(*r.s, I knew little except through 
Hueli writers as While, Broderip, and Bnrringtom 
lienee, wlum I fcnuul myself upon British soil once 
more, and the birds in the luaght of their May 
jubilc'e, I improved my opportunities, and had very 
soon tracisl every note home* It is not a long and 
(linienlt lesson; flaw is not a great variety of birds, 
and lluw do not hide in woods and remote corners. 
You find lliem lu’nrly all wdierever your walk leads 
you. Ami how lliey do sing! lunv loud and pier- 
cing their notes arc! Not a little of the pleasure I 
felt nros(» from th(» fact that the birds sang much 
iUH I expec’letl them to. much as tliev ought to Imve 



nntl (|ualilit*s, \vht*n rtiutniHlt‘cl wifli uur uwu ntnig- 
Hlors. 

I sliiill not Hfam furf^rt how tuy i*nrs wm' ht'srt 
that bright May morning, t\v{» clay?* nfli'r my arrival 
at (lhiHgou\ wht*n ! wnlkrd from Ayr ItJ Alloway, 
a cfmrsr of tlirw milvs in tniv «if tin* most c’hurming 
and fertile rural dislrif’ts in Sent lamb It was as 
warm as mid June, litid the rnmutiy had the most 
leafy ami luxurliint Jtme HHjUH’t. Above a broad 
streleh of undulating meadow land on UiV right 
the larks were in full song, "Idie^^e 1 knew; these I 
weleorned. What a stiuntl there, us if tlu* sun- 
shine were V(u*h 1! A little further ahmg in a rlt»ver 
field, I heard my first eurn c*rakf\ "(Vex. ere\, 
erc*x,** eame the harsh note out «»f the grass, like 
the rasping scnmd of some large Insetd. nml I knew 
the bird at cmets Ihit when I t*ame to n beautiful 
grove or M*ood, jc'nlcnisly guartled by n wall twelves 
feet high (some fine htnise eoneejih'd bnek there, I 
saw by the entraneeb what a thrtmg of strange 
songs and calls bf*set rny ears! 'Thf* ennetui was 
at its height. 'I'he wood fairly rang and reverber- 
ated with l)inl vai(Ts. flow l<nid. how vivnc‘i«His, 
almost elamorcniH, they aouiuhsl to me! I paused in 
delightful bewililentient. 

Two or thre'c speeies of birtls, ns I afterwards 
foimcl, were prolmhly making all the mnsif^ I heard, 
and of lhm% one s|KKnes wan tHUjtrilnitiiig at leu^t 



wock, pulling \ip Hi a neat HUlo inn 

“VVlu*r(' Doon rin.s, \vit»»plin\ clear/* 

and I wa.s ik> 1 long in analy/.ing lliis spirited bird 
(dioir, and lra(‘ing t‘n(‘h nolo home lo its proper 
source. It was, imleecl, a l)ursl of song, as the 
Duke of Argyll had said* bul the primapal singer 
his gru('e does not mention. Indeed, nothing I 
had reml, <u* ('oiild find in llu' few popular treatises 
on British <»nnlhology I <‘Hrried about willi me, 
had given me any inkling of vvhieh was the most 
ahimdant and vo(‘ifiu‘ous ICiiglisli song“I)ird, any 
more limn what I had nnid or heard had given me 
any idea of wlueli was I he most slvikvtvg and eon- 
spicaiouH wild flower, or w!u<‘h I lie most universal 
weed. Now I he most abundant song-bird in Britain 
is tlie ehafTiiu'h, I he most conspicuous wild flower 
(at least in lliose parts of the country 1 saw) is tlie 
foxglove* and tlu" most ubiipntons weed is the 
nettle, 'riironghout the month of May, and prob- 
ably during nil the spring months, the chaffinch 
makes two thirds of (he music that ordinarily greets 
the ear as mu^ walks or drives about the country. 
In h(ith Knghmd and Hcotland, in my walks up to 
Ihcj time of my dejaiH ims the last of July, I smned 
to see three (*haffin(*hes to one c»f any oIIkt species 
of bird. It is a permanent r(‘Hidcut in this island, 
an<l in wiriha* ap()earH in immense flocks. Tlw 


soft hhu' i^niy hark, hnrmi and pink hroast 

and 'Thr St'otrh rail it 'Hlnlfn. At Allowav 

Ihrrr was a shilfu fnr t^vrry Irrts and its luirri^ul and 
incTSHHut ncit<N nirt and intrrsrclrd t*iirh ollu'rfnnn 
all dirv(‘ti<MiM vwry lutaiuMii <»f the* day, like* wave- 
k'tH (Ui a slunturr pntd. So many hirds* and racdi 
one 80 jHn'HlHlinit ami voriftTenis* arrmuds fur thrir 
part in llir (dioir. 'Thr 8 ong h nn kind m that of 
onr orrliurd HlarliiiiJt, and <*vrn niorr aniiuatrd. 
It hegin.s with a rapid, wreai likr trill, whiedi <[uirkly 
heeoinc'H a nharp jinglt\ thru iHlidt*^ into a wnrhlr, 
and (HuIh with an ahrupl lltninHh, I hnvr lu'vrr 
heard a Hong Ihiii hegan ao Ultingly etui with snrh 
a quiek, abrupt entphaHiH. '‘I'he lust ntite ofhat 
Houiuls like ‘*vvhitHer," utlenal with great 8 hnrp- 
ncHH ; hut one that tined t«t sing in an njiple tree 
over my head, day after day there* hy the* Doort. 
fmiHhed its alriiin eueh lime with tlie nharp ejuru- 
lation, ‘‘Sister, right here.*’ AflerwanlH, wheitever 
I met a shilfa. 1 cemld hear in its c’one’hiding note 
tins pointed and almost impatient (*\rlnmntion of 
‘‘Sinter, right herts** The noiig, on the* whole, is 
a pleasing otie. and very ehnraet<‘riHtk* ; ho rapid. 
incevSHant. and loud. I'he bird seemed to he held 
in much less cHttHun in Brittiia than on tin* (‘onii^ 
nent, where it is iniH’li sought aflc'r as u c*aged hird. 
In Germany, in the forc^sl of Thuringia, the* hird is 
in such quest that seareely one ean be Iieard. A 



for a favorili' soii^slc^r. 'I'lu' (‘hafflncli has far loss 
iiH'lody and (’harm (>1* son^ than sonu^ of our finclios, 
nolahly our jnirplc' (inch; l)ul it is so abundant, and 
so ixTsishnil in son^^ (linl. in quanlily of music it 
far ('xotds any Hinp;<‘r \v<‘ havo, 

Ni‘xt to tlio oluidiiioli in Iho volume of its song, 
and jHU'liaps in sonu' lo<*alilios surpassing it, is the 
song“lhnis]). I did not find this bin! upon the Doon, 
and but rart'ly in olhm* ))laoes in SeoUaiuh but in 
the south of I'higland it U'uds llie olioir. Its voice 
can be heard above' all otluTS. But one would 
never suspe<*l it to be a thrush. It lias none of the 
ilul(‘dik(‘ nu‘lo(ly and serene, devotional cpiality 
of our thrush si rains. It is a shrill wliistling l)oly** 
glot. Its song is much after tlie manner of that 
of our brown tlirasher, made up of vocal attitudes 
and poses. It is easy to Iranslnle its strain into va- 
rious words or sliorl (‘jaeulntory sentenees. It sings 
till llie darkness begins to deepen, and I eould 
fancy what tlu' yonng couple walking in tlic gloam- 
ing would hear from the trees overload. “ Kiss 
her, kiss Iht ; do it, do it; be (piiek, be (piiek; 
sliek li(T to it, stiek her to it; that was neat, that 
was neat ; tliat will do,** with many other ealls 
not so expliiat, and that might sometimes be eon- 
strued us approving nods or wiidcs. Sometimes 
it 1ms a stac’cato whistle. Its pcTforrnanee is always 
animated, haul, and clear, but never, to my ear, 




TTiCMndioii.s, H.'i iiir jiu im^’u uuvi* ii* 

Burns says,^ ^ 

“Tbo nuivis luihl and uu'llow.'* 

Drayton liits il wlu'ii lu' says, - 

IhroHlU' wilh shrill shurps/* ('tc. 

Ben Jonson's "lusly Ihrosllo*' is still I)ett(T, It is 
a song of great strength am! tmhoiitHhal good cheer; 
it jmKTeds from a soiiml heart and a nuTry throat. 
‘'Fhere is no tou(*h of plaint iviau'ss or inelnncholy in 
it; it is ns expnsssive of health and good digestion 
as the crowing of the (‘ock in tin* morning. When 
I was lumting hir the nightingnh', the thrush fre- 
quently made such a din just at dusk us to he a 
great annoyanev. At Ktnv. wIutc 1 passed a few 
weeks, its shrill pipe usually wtike me in the morn- 
ing. 

A thrusli of a much nudlower strain is the hlack- 
liird, which is our rohin cut in ehouy. His golden 
hill gives a golden touch to his song. Il was the 
most leisurely .strain I heard. Amitl the hmd, viva- 
cious, workaday chorus, it had an t‘as(*fid, tlalrr 
far nimte e(Te(*t. I place the song hcftirc that of 
our robin, where it belongs In <|unlity% hut il falls 
short in some other respects. It constantly seemed 
to me as if the bird was a learner and had not yc^t 
mastered his art. The tone is fine, hut the exccai' 
tion is labored ; the musician <1och not hamlh' his 
instrument with deflness and confideruT. It .seems 


air, and never (juile sueeeediug. Parts of live song 
are languid and fec^ble, and llie whole strain is 
wauling in ihe <Ieeision and easy fuUilhuenl of our 
robin's song. 'Phe bird is noisy and tuneful in the 
twilight like liis Anieri<’an (‘ongener. 

Hueh IJritish writers on birds and bird life as I 
liave been nbl(' to eonsult do not, it seems to me, 
properly diseriininale ami a])preeiate the (lualities 
and merits of I heir own songsters. '’I'he most melo- 
dious sirain I lu'iird, and tlie (mly one that exhib- 
ited to tlu‘ full Ihe best (pialilles of ihe American 
songsters, proe(»eded from a bird <|uite unknown 
to fame, in the lirilisli Islands at least. I refer to 
the willow warbler, or willow wren, as it is also 
railed, -a lillle brown bird, that builds a dome- 
sliuped nest upon the ground nml lines it with 
feathers. White* says it has a '\s\ve<‘t, [daiutivc 
note,'* which is Init half the truth. It has a long, 
tender, delie’ious warhle, not wanting in strength 
and volume, but (‘ininently pure and sweet, “— the 
song of the ehadim’h rehned and ideali/.ed. The 
farnouH bhtekeap, whit'h 1 heard in the south of 
England and again in Franee, falls far .short of it 
in these respects, ami only surpasses it iu strength 
and brillianey. 'Phe song is, p(‘rha])S, in the minor 
key, feminine ami not tnaseuUae, but it louehes the 
heart. 

Hlraiu again; it had a dying fall/* 



no otluT ,son^ bird no toiichiuj^ in this n‘,s|)e(*i. 
It nicnmts up round and full. t!u*n runs down the 
m*uh\ nud nxpirns upon tin* nir in a in'niln unirniur. 

I hoard tho bird ovorywhoro ; iu'\t to ilu' olmflinolu 
ilH voioo od my oar cdtono^t : yot iniiny c’ounlry 
pooplo of whmn \ itupurotl diti mil knsiW Uu‘ bird, 
or (H>nfotmdoil it with stinn* otln r. It is tot) (Ino 
a Hong for tlu* tirdinnry Kn^Ii^h oar i thon* is luit 
noiso onough in it. 'l*l»o whilothront is inuoh nmro 
fnnuiUH ; it luis n loudt*r» cnairsor voioc* ; it siii^rs 
with ^roat ouiphnsis imd itssumnrv, and is u niuoh 
bettor ilcjlin Bull than iho liltlo uillow warbltT. 

I ooulcl well undorslfirnb after being in Knglaml 
a fow thiYH, why, t«t Knglish trnvolorw, our siuigslors 
Boom inferior \u their <iwn. dliov are muoh loss loud 
and voeiforouM, loss iilnindnnt and familiar; one 
noods to woo lhc*m moro ; they nro loss ro<’t*nlly 
out of Iho wildornoHs; tlu’ir scmgs have the <lc*lion(‘y 
and wildnoHH of most woodsy h>rm.H»and are us plain*- 
live as tho whistlo of tho wind. 'Thoy are lujt so 
happy a rnoo as tho Ihiglish songsh'fs, as if Hfo had 
more trials for thorn, ns tiuuhtloss it has in thoir 
enforood migratioriH and in tho sovorcT olimulo with 
wluoh they have to ecnUond. 

When one hoars tlio Knroptam onokun, ho rogrols 
that he has over hoard a ouc*koo rha*k. ohx’k 

h^is stolen the hirers thundor ; nml wlnui ytm hour 
the rightful owner the* note has a sooomldiaml, 


arlificiul soinul. It is only anolhor (’n(‘koo cloc^k 
oir lluM'c' on tlu' lull or in llu* fijrove, Yot it is a 
cluH^rful call, wilh none* of !h<' solilary ari<l monkish 
characicr of onr (’ti(*koo\s nolo ; aiuk as it comes 
early in s])rin|jj» 1 can see how niuch it must mean 
to naliv(‘ tsars. 

I found Ilia! Ilu' only Hrilish son^du'rd I Iiad 
(lom* injusliet* to in iny ju’twious (\slinmle was the 
wnai. !l is far sn|>tM‘it)r to our house wren. It 
approjuduvs voiy nearly our winitw wrcai, if it does 
not tapial it. Without htairini^ tlie two birds to- 
/^cdlnaa it wtiuhl he imjitissifde to dtaade whitdi is 
the l)elt(*r son<ijsl(*r. Us strain has (he same gush- 
ing, lyrical elmraeltw, and the shape, color, and 
manner of tin* two birds are ntairly identical. It 
is vtTV etanmou, sings t'vervwlv're, and therefore 
eonlrilmtes nimdi i lore to the general entertumment 
than does our bird. Harrington marks the wren 
far too low in his table of the comparative merit 
of British song birds ; lie denies it mellowness and 
plaint I viuK'Hs, and makes it high only in spright- 
litu'ss, a fact that disenslils his whole table. He 
makc's the thrush and hlaekhird e(|nal in the two 
(pialitu'H (insL named, which is e((ually wide of tlic 
mark, 

'rhe Faiglish robin is a lielttw songster than I 
expe('t(Hl to find him. I1ie poets and writers liave 
not done him justice. lie is of Hie royal line of 



of lhat famous bird. I us fnvorilr hour for Hinp;iag 
is llio gloairuug^ mul 1 used to hoar hitu Iho last of 
all His Hoiig is jHS'ulmr, jc^rky, and simsmodic, 
but alK)unds in (ho jam'st and most pirming tonos 
to bo lioard, pion’ing fnan thoir snioolluu'ss, in- 
tonsil\% and fullnoss of arliotdulion ; rapid and 
oro\vdc‘d at ono niouK^nt, as if soino barritT liud sud- 
denly given way, lluai . :■ suddenly pausing, and 
Hoinlilluling ul intervals, bright, tajHunng shafls of 
sound. It slops and hesilntes, and blurts out its 
notes lii ■ a stannuert‘r ; but when (law <lo eonie 
they ar<‘ marvelously (’l(‘nr and pure, 1 have ht'urd 
green hiekory bran<’lu*s tlmiwri inlt» a lienee blaze 
Jet out the mune fine, intense, niusiral sounds on 
the eH<'a[>e of the irnprisomsl vapors in the hard 
wood ns (‘lumielerize the robiids song. 

One uussw along English fi<*lds mul highways 
the tender musk* furnisluHl at horn • by onr sjiur- 
renvs, and in the wikhIs and grov<*s tfie plaintive 
eries of our jkwvch's and the elns'rrul solilo<|uy of 
our rtnlK'yed vin*o. ^Ilie Koglish sparrows and 
Imnlings art' harsh^voic'tsl, ami their songs, wlien 
they hnve songs, art' erude. The yellmv hunniier 
comes neart'sl to our typienl sparrow ; it is vt'ry 
common, and m a in'tsisteul songster, b\d the song 
is slight, like tluil of our snvmum sparrow seans'ly 
more lhau the ehirping of a grasMlnipper. In form 
and color it is mueh like our veHpt*r sparrow, exts'pl 


Inc fijrmUincli or |>^recn lianet is an abundant 
bird o^vry\v!K'r(^ but its soiif?; is loss pleasing than 
tlml of S(‘Voral of our liiichos, l"]io goldfinch is very 
ran% nuiinly» jx^rliaps, be(*aiise it is so persistently 
tra})])e(I by binl-fan(‘iers ; its song is a. series of 
twillers and chirps» less musical to my ear tliau 
that of our goldfinch, es])ccially when a flodc of 
the latter are congregated in a tree and inflat- 
ing their throats in rivalry. 'Fheir golden-crowned 
kingl(‘t has a fine thr<‘a<l-like song, far less than 
that of our kingh'l, less even than lliat ()f our black 
and while eret‘p(»r. 'i'he milhateh lias not tlie soft, 
clear (‘all of ours, and 11 h» various woodpi'cki'rs fig- 
ure imieli less ; llunv is less W(H>d to pe(*k, and they 
seem u more shy and silent race. I saw but one 
in all my walks, and (hut was near Wolmer Forest. 
I looked ill vain for the wood-lark ; the eounlry 
people confound it with the pipit. The bladceap 
warbler I found to be a rari^ and much overpraised 
bird, "nie nightingale is very restricted in its range, 
and is nearly silent by the middle of June. I 
made a desperate attempt to find it in full song 
after the seventeenth of tlie month, as I have 
described in a previous ehapter, but failed. And 
the garden warbler is by no means found in every 
garden ; probably I did not hear it more, than twice. 

"^.Fhe ctoiiimon sandpipcT, I should say, was more 
loquacnous and musical than ours. I hoard it on 
tlic IliLdiland hikes, when its happy notes did indeed 



anti joyful wc^ro Ihoy. 

One of the first birds I sa\v% and one of tlu‘ most 
pu'/S'ding, was the lapwing or pewii, 1 ol)S(‘rvo(l it 
from the ear window, on my way <iown to Ayr, a 
large, brombwingn'tl, awkwartl sort of bird, like a 
cross belvve('u a luivvk and an owl, swoojang and 
gamboling in the air us tin* (rain <lart(Ml past. It 
is very abundant in Seollaiul, especially on the 
moors and near tlie eoust. In tlu' Highlands I saw 
them from the top of I he stage- coin*!!, running about 
the lields with their young. M'lu» most grac’eful 
and pleasing of birds \ipon the gro\md. about the 
ske of the pigeon, !U)W running nimbly ahmg, mnv 
pausing to regard you inltudly, er<‘sled, ringed, 
white-bellied, glossy green-baeked, with every nnwe- 
luent like visible musie. But the moment it luimehes 
into the air its beauty is gone; lln^ wings look 
round and ehmisy, like a nuittmcHl hand, (he tail 
very Hhort, the head and neck <lruwn bn<*k, with 
nothing in the form or movement that suggests tlie 
plover kind. It gambols and disjxirts itself like* 
a great l)at, which its outlines suggest. On llu** 
moors I also saw the eurlew, and .shall lu'ver forget 
its wild, musical call. 

Nearly all the British bird voi<’es havi^ iimre of 
a burr in them than our.s have, ('an it lx* Ihnl, 
like Uie people, lliey speak inon* from the throat F 
It is especially noticeable in the crow tribe* in 



liounuN Ihick caw,- not so (*U*arly and roundly 
111 ton'd as llmt of our (tow. The Hwift has a 
wluH'zy, calarrliul H(|uoak, in inarked oontrast to 
the choory (‘hipjxT of our swifL In Europe the 
clunmt'y swallow Imilds in hams, and the barn 
swallow Imilds In chiinneys. The barn swallow, as 
we woul<I call il, cluniney swallow, as it is called 
there, is niueh Ihe same in voice, color, form, 
Ilifj;hl, et(‘., as our bird, while the swift is much 
larjjjer lhan our chimney swnillow and lias a forked 
tail Tlu' inarlk't, answering to our clifT swallow, 
is not so slronfjj and ruddy looking a bird as our 
species, 1ml it builds niueh the same, and has a 
similar note. It is more plentiful lhan our swal- 
low. I was Siam struck with the fact that in the 
nuun the British song-birds lead up to and culminate 
in two spi'cies, namely, in the lark and the nightin- 
gak'. In lht‘se two birds all that is eharaetcrislic 
in Ihe other songsters is galliered up ami carried to 
ptM'h'elion. 'I'hc'y (‘rown the series. Nearly all the 
fiiH’lu'S and pipits seem like nide studies and sketches 
of the skylark, and nearly all the warblers and 
thrushes point to ihe nightingale ; their powers 
liav(‘ fully hlossfimcd in lu'r. 'There is nothing in 
the lurk’s song, in the (|ualily or in the manner of 
it, that is not skelehc'd or sugg('Hted in some voice 
lower in tlu' <»hoir, and the imw and compass of 
tile warblers mount in regular gradation from the 


ClUiKing nou' UK' I’lmit’uuu up lu uir ju^nun^aie. 
Several of tlie warblers sing at night » and several 
of the eonslilnents of the lark sing on the wing. 
Oil the lark’s side, the birds are remarkubh' for 
gladness and ei'slusy, and art* more* en'utures of the 
light and of the open s])aees ; on the siile of the 
nightingale there is niort* pure melody, and more a 
love for the twilight and the privntw of arboreal life. 
Moth the famous songsters are n'presentntivt* as to 
color, exhil>iting the prevailing gray and dark tints. 
A large number of birds, I nnlitssb had the two 
white tpiills in the tail eharaeterislie of the lark, 

I found that I had overeslimnttsl the bird music 
to be heard in England in mitlsmnmer. It appeared 
to be mueh 1(‘sh than our own. 'Fhi* last two or 
three weeks of July were very sihait: tin* only bird 
I was sure of hearing in my walks was the yellow- 
hammer; while, on returning home early in August, 
the birds made sueh rnusie alamt my bouse that 
they woke me up in the monung, 1'he song spar- 
row and bush sparrow were noli(*eable till in Sep- 
tember, and the red-eyed vireo ami warbling virc'o 
were heard daily till in October, 

On the whole, 1 may add that I did not any- 
where in England hear so fine a burst of bird-song 
as I have heard at home, and I listened long for 
it and attentively. Not so fine in (|uafiiy, ihmigh 
perhaps greater in (piantity. It sometimes hapiuMis 
that several species of our best sonersters t^ass tlie 



season in llio same locality, some favorite spot in 
the woods, or at the head of a slieltered valley, that 
possesses allraelioii for jnany kinds. I found sueh 
a plu<‘e one summer l>y a small mountain lake, in 
Ihti soulheni ('alskills, just over the farm borders, 
in the edge of the primitive forest. The lake was 
surrounded by an amphitheatre of wooded steeps, 
exee|)t a short space on one side where there was an 
old abandoned clearing, grown up to saplings and 
brush. Birds love to be near water, and 1 think 
they like a good audiloriuin, love an open space 
like that of a small lake in the woods, wliere their 
voices can have room ami ilieir songs reverberate- 
Ck'rtain it is they liked this pla(‘e, and early in 
the itiorning especially, say from half past three to 
half past four, there was su(*h a burst of melody as 
I had nevc'r before heard. The most prominent 
voices were those of the wood thrush, veery thrush, 
rose-breasted grosbeak, winter wren, and one of the 
vireoH, and oc‘easionally at evening that of the her- 
mit, though far off in the dusky background, — birds 
all notable for their pure melody, except that of 
tlu^ vireo, which was cheery, rather than melodious. 
A singular song that of this particular vireo,— 
*'Chvmj, ctivery, cheery drunk! Cheery drun/c/” 
'—alb (lay long in the trees above our tent. The 
wood tlmish was Uie most abundant, and the purity 
and el<)C|uence of its strain, or of their mingled 
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perfect keej)ing wiih llie .scene. 'V\\v i*ye and the 
ear both reported ilie .suine beauty and harmony. 
Then the clear, rich life of the grosbeak from the 
top.s of the tallest trees, the simple thitedike note 
of the veery, nml the HWeelly ringing, wildly lyricsd 
outb\iirsl of the winter wren, soinetinu‘s fn^m the 
roof of our hutlernut-csdoretl tent all joining with 
it “ formed one of the most ncjlt*wtn‘(hy bits of a 
bird symphony it has ever been my good luck to 
hear. Ofleii at sundown, loo, while we .sat idly in 
our boat, walehiug the trout lireak tin* glassy surfuee 
here and there, the same soothing melody would he 
poured out all around us, and kept up till darkiu'ss 
filled the woods. The last note would be that of 
the wood thru.slu ealling out " f/mV, '' AtToss 

there in a particular point, 1 usctl at night to hear 
another thrush, the olive-baeked, llie song a slight 
variation of the veery's. 1 did hear in ICnglaml in 
the twilight the robin, hlaekhird, and songdhrusli 
unite their voices, produeing a loud, phrasing (’horns; 
add the nightingale and you have great volunu' and 
power, but slill the pim^ melody of my .songstens by 
Uie lake is probably not reached. 
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VII 


IN woRDswoirnrs country 

N o other Kof^ltsh poet hatl toiiehed me quite 
so closely as Wordsworth. All enllivated nioa 
delight in Shakes])eare; he is the universal jujenius; 
hut Wordsworth's p<K*lry has more llie (‘lumwler of 
a message, and a message sj)e(‘ial and personal, to 
a eompurulivi’ly small (un-le <d r(‘ad<TS. lie stands 
for a partamlar phase of human thought and expe- 
rieiu’c, and his serviee to certain mimls is like an 
initiation into a new order of truths. Note what a 
revelalitm he was to the logi(*al mind of »)ohii Stu- 
art Mill, llis Hmilalious make him all the more 
private and pn’eitjus, like the .seclusion of one of Ids 
mountain dah's. He is not and cm\ never he the 
world's [)0{‘t, hut more espeeially the fioet of those 
who love .solitude and mdiiary ('ornmunion with na- 
ture, Shakespiaire’.H attitude toward nature is for the 
mo.st |)art like* that of a gay, eartde.ss reveder, who 
leaves Ids companions for a moment to j)luek a flower 
or gather a .shtdl here and there, as they stroll 

**By pavrti hiunlain, or hy rushy brook, 

Or (HI the lasiehed inargent of the sea.” 
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m'luovornonls, hui ins pocniis can never nninslcvr to 
the s[)iril in ihc way WortlsworllTs (I(j. 

One can hardly apprct'iale the extent to wliieh 
llie laller poel has ahsorlxsl and repnalnced (he 
spirit of the Westinorelaiu! setnierv until he has 
visited that region. I pause<l then* a h'w days in 
early June» on my way sontlu aiul again on niy 
return late in duly. 1 walked up from Wiiulenm'ro 
to (Jrasmere, where, on tlie second visit, I took tip 
my abode at llu' liisU^rii* Swan Inn, where S(‘oll 
used to go surreptitiously lo gel his mug t)f beer 
wlten he was shipping with Wordsworth. 

The eall of the euektto eame to me from over 
Rydal Water ns 1 passed along. 1 plin^ketl my first 
foxglove hy the roadside ; jiatised and listened to 
the voice of the mountain torrent; heard 

'‘The ontaraelM blow their lrum[iets from the sleep;*’ 

caught many a glimpse of green, unpeopled hills, 
urn-Hha])ed dells, treeless heights, nu’ky promon- 
tories, secluded valleys, mul clear, swift rmming 
streams. The scenery was sombre; there wen* hut 
two colors, green and brown, vtTging on black; 
wherever the roek ertipped out of the green turf on 
the mountain-sides, or in the vale, it showed a dark 
face. But the lendenieHS and freshness of the green 
tints were something to rtunendier, the* hut» of 
the first springing April grass, mnssed mul wide- 
snread in midsummer*. 



Then I hero was a (|uiet Hplerulor, almost gran-* 
deiir, aboul (irasinero vale, such as I luul not scon 
el.sewbercr"- a kind of monumental beauty and dig- 
nity lluit agrcH'd wt‘ll with (>ne\s oonoeption of tlie 
loftier slnuiiH of its poet. It is not too nuioli domi- 
nalod by llu' inounlainH, though shut in on all sides 
by them; that stalely level door of the valley keeps 
them ba(‘k and ileflnes them, and they rise from its 
Ollier margin like rugged, green-tufted, and green- 
draped walls. 

It is (loulilless this feature, as I)c Quinecy says, 
this floordilce eharaeter of the valley, that makes 
the scenery of (Irasniere more inipressivo than the 
HC'cnery in Norlh WaJes, where the physiognomy of 
the mountains is essentially the same, but where 
the valleys are more bowhshaped. Amid so mueh 
that is sle<'p and rugged and broken, the eye de- 
lights in Ihe n'pose and e(|uili))rium of horizontal 
lines, " a hit of table-land, the surface of the take 
or the level of llu' valley bottom. The principal 
valleys of our own (kil skill region all have this 
stately floor, so chnracteristie of Wordsworth’s coun- 
try. It ivas a pk'asure which I daily indulged in 
to stand on (lie bridge by (Jrasmerc CJuireh, with 
that full, limpid stream before me, pausing and 
deepening under the stone embankment near where 
the dust of tlie poet lies, and let Ihe eye sweep 
across the plain to the foot of the near mountains. 

/Uni’nl] Qiiirnrntfy 


tops of the trees and the roofs of the village. 1 lie 
water-ouzel loved to linger there, too, and would sit 
in contemplative mood on the stones around whic*h 
the water loitered and murmured, its clear white 
breast alone defining it from the object upon wliic'h. 
it rested. Then it would trip along the margin of 
the pool, or flit a few feet over its surface, and 
suddenly, as if it had burst like a bubble, vani.sli 
before my eyes ; there would be a little splash of 
the water beneath where I saw it, as if the drop of 
which it was composed had reunited with the sur- 
face there. Then, in a moment or two, it would 
emerge from the water and take up its stand as 
dry and unrufiled as ever. It was always amusing 
to see this plump little bird, so unlike a water-fowl 
in shape and manner, disappear in the stream. It 
did not seem to dive, but simply dropped into the 
water, as if its wings had suddenly failed it. Some- 
times it fairly tumbled in from its perch. It was 
gone from sight in a twinkling, and, while you 
were wondering how it could accomplish the feat of 
walking on the bottom of the stream under Iheie, 
it reappeared as unconcerned as possible. It is a 
song-bird, a thrush, and gives a feature to these 
riiountain streams and waterfalls which ours, excei)t 
on the Pacific coast, entirely lack. The stream 
that winds through Grasmere vale, and flows against 
the embankment of the churchyard, as the Avon at 
Stratford, is of great beauty, — clean, bright, full, 



Inmlv, wilh jusl. a \\i\^c of gy}>sy blood in its voims* 
it gi’ts from Iho l)Ia<’k tarns on llio nunm- 
tains, and wliicli adds to its richness of color. I 
saw a,n anf!;l(‘r lake a, bnv (ronl from il:, in a, meadow 
nu'ar llu' villap;(*, Afler a heavy rain Ihe stream 
■was not roily, l>nl sliglilly darker in hue ; these 
fields and mounlains ar(‘ so turf-homul that no par- 
ticle of soil is (’urricd away hy llie water. 

l<al!s and (*nscad(‘s arc a pjn'al feature all throuji^h 
this counlrv, ns Iht'y art^ a marked feature in Words- 
worllds poelry. One's ear is everywhere haunted 
hy tlie sound of railing waU'r; and, wlien the oar 
cannot luair I hem, Ihe eye can see the streaks or 
j)at(‘hes of while foam down ihe green declivities. 
''riuM’e ar(' lU) trees above the valky bottom to ob- 
struct the vi(‘W, and no hum of woods to mullle the 
sounds of dislant slrcauns. When I was at (Jras- 
inere there was mucli rain, aiul this stanza of the 
poet came to mind: — 

“Ltaid is the Vale! 'riie voice is np 
Wilh whieli she speaks when slorins are gone, 

A inighly unison of slreams ! 

Of all her voices, one!** 

''riu* words “ val(» " and ** dell " come to have a new 
meaning after one has visited Wordsworlli's eoim- 
try, jusl us the words “collage” and “shepherd” 
also have so mucli more signifieanee there aiul in 



— ^riu‘iv is u tu*Hl in ii |y^n‘<*n <laU\ 

A harbor and a hold, 

WhtTo Ihoii, a wife and friemU shalt sc^e 
''fhy own tirlightfnl ilavs, and he 
A light t(» young and tdd.*' 

Kvery huruhle (hvcdling loohn like a nest ; that in 
whieh the poet: luniseir lived had a cozy, uesl-liko 
look; and every vale is green, a (Tudle amid rocky 
heighlH, padded and carpet(‘d \vith llu» llucke.sl tnrf. 

Wonlsworlh is dt*s(’rihed as the [>oet of nature, 
lie IS more the poet of man, deeply wrought upon 
by a certain phase of nature, * the uatim' of those 
sombre, quiet, green, fnr-reaehing niountnin soli- 
tudes. There is a shepherd (piality ahoiil him; he 
loves the floekH, the heights, the tarn, the tender 
herbage, the sheltered dell, the fold, with a kind 
of poetiml sliepherd inslinel. Lambs and sheep 
and their haunts, and those who lend them, reeur 
per{)elually in his {khuus. How well his verse 
hannonizes with those high, gretm, and gray soli- 
tildes, where the silence is hrokcai only by the bleat 
of lambs or sheep, or just stirred by the voice 
of distant walerfalls ! Simple, elemental, yet pro- 
foundly tender and human, he had 

‘*The primal sympathy 
Wlueh, having been, must ever he/* 

He brooded upon nature, l)ut it was nature mirrored 
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he says of .his hero, who had f>;<>ue to sea: — 

“He had hec'ii rear'd 

Among I he inounlains, and he. in his lieart 
Was half a nhepherd on the slonny seas. 

Oft in the piping shrouds luid Leonard heard 
d'lie tones of waterfalls, and inland sounds 
Of eav(*.s and Irt'es;" 

and, leaning over Llie vessors side and gazing into 
tlie “broad green wave and s[)arkling foam,” ho 

“Saw niounlains, — saw the forms of sheep that gra.zed 
On verdant liills.” 

This was what Ids own lieart told him; every expe- 
rience or .s<mliment called ilio.se I>el()ved images to 
hi.s own mind. 

One aflernoon, wlien the mm seenied likely to 
get the better of the soft rain-elouds, I set out to 
clind) to llie top of Ilelvellyn. I foHo\vcd the high- 
way a mil(‘ or more beyond the Swan Inn, and then 
I cornmitled myself to a footpath tliat turns up 
the niounlain-side to the right, and crosses into 
(Jri.sedale and so to Ulleswater. "JVo schoolgirls 
whom I overlook put me on the right track. The 
voice of a foaming mountain torrent was in iny cars 
a king di.slance, and now and then the path crossed 
it. Fairfield Mountain wiis on my right hand. 
Helm ('rag an<l Dunrmiil Hai.se on my left. (Jras- 
mere plain soon lay far below. The liayuiakcrs. 
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raking lngt*lluT tlu* rain»-l)lHcktMU‘<l hay. h'loni my 
oullook lIu'V a|>jH‘artMl In he slowly and lahnritm.sly 
rolling ui> a great slu‘et <ir dark hrowu paper^ nu- 
rovering heuealh ii one t>f the nu>st fresh and vivid 
green, d'he mown grass is so long in enring in 
this eountry ifnspumlly t\v<» weeks) llml Ihe new 
blades s|)ring lumeath iK and a sts’ond (*rop is w(‘ll 
under way behuH* the (dd is <‘arri<*d." d'In* long 
mountain slopt»s iip whicdi 1 was making my way 
were as verdatd us Ihe plain btdow me. Large 
coarse ferns or bra(*kem with an nmler lining of (ine. 
grasH» (’ov(*r('d the gnmnd on llu' low('r porlions. 
On the hight'r* grass alone prevaihsl. On the lop 
of the divide* looking down into tlu' valley of 
Ulleswater, I eame upon tnu* of those black turns» 
onuounlaiu lakelets, which are such a feature in this 
strange scenery* The wt)rtl ‘Manr* has m> mean- 
ing with us, though our young poets souu'iinu's use 
it as they do this Yorkshire word “wold;" one 
they get from Wordsworth* the other from 'I'tmny- 
son. Hut when you have scam one of those still, inky 
pools at the head of a silent, Itaudy Westmoreland 
dale, you will luyt be apt to misapply the word in 
future. Suddenly the sert*ne slieplnwil iiioimlain 
opens tins black, gleaming eye at your feet, and it 
is all the more weird for having no (webrow of 
rocks, or fringe of rush or bush. Tin* stet'p, (‘ueir- 
cling slopes drop down and hem it about with Uio 



Tiiodclcd by lunnau hands, it could not have been 
more ro^idaT or genllc in ouiline. Beneath its 
(Muerald coat the soil is black and ])eaty, winch 
accounts for ihe hue of the water and the dark line 
LliaL encircles it. 

‘‘All round this pool both flocks and herds might drink 
On its (inn margin, even as from a well, 

Or S()ni(‘ stone basin, which the herdsman’s hand 
Had Hhap<‘d for their refrc'shinent.” 

The palh l<‘d a(*ross the outlet of the tarn, and then 
divided, one bran(*h going down into the liead of 
(Jrisedale, and the other mounting up the steep 
flank of llelvidlyu. h'ar ti]) the green acclivity I 
met a man and two young women making their wxiy 
slowly down, d'liey bad (‘omc from (ileiiridding 
on Ull(\swat(‘r, and were going to (Jrasmere. The 
women lookt'd (‘old, and said I would find it wintry 
on Ibe summit. 

IlehTllyn lias a bremd flank and a long back, 
and coim\s lo a lu'ad very slowly and gently. Yon 
rc'ucli a, wire f(MU‘(^ wc'll up on the lop tliat dividers 
some slu‘C‘p ra!ig(‘s, pass through a gate, find have 
a mile yet lo ihe higlu'st ground in front of yon; 
but yo\i eo\dd traverse it in a buggy, it is so smooth 
and grassy. The grass fails just before the summit 
is rc'aclu'd, and Ihe ground is c()ver('d witli small 
fragments of the decomposed rock. The view is 
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impressive, and such as one likes to sit down tc 
and drink in slowly, — a 

“Grand terraqueous spectacle, 

From centre to circumference, unvoird.’' 

The wind was moderate and not cold. Toward 
Ulleswater the mountain drops down abruptly many 
hundred feet, but its vast western slope appeared 
one smooth, unbroken surface of grass. The fol- 
lowing jottings in my note-book, on the spot, pre- 
serve some of the features of the sc’cno : All the 
northern landscape lies in the sunlight as far as 
Carlisle, 

‘A tumultuous waste of huge hilltops;’ 

not quite so severe and i^uggcd as tlie Scotch moun- 
tains, but the view more pleasing and more ex- 
tensive than the one I got from Ben Venue. lo 
black tarns at my feet, — Keppel Coa^c Tarn one of 
them, according to my map, — how curious they 
look! I can just discern the figure of a man mov- 
ing by the marge of one of them. Away beyond 
Ulleswater is a vast sweep of country flecked here 
and there by slowly moving cloud shadows. I'o 
the northeast, in places, the backs and sides of the 
mountains have a green, pastoral voluptuousness, so 
smooth and full are they with thick turf. At other 
points the rock has fretted through the verdant 
carpet. St. Sunday’s Crag to the west, across (Jrise- 


stones, as if they had been dumped over the top, 
and were slowly sliding down ; but nowhere do I 
sec great boulders strewn about, Patc'hes of black 
peat are here and there. 'Idle little rills, near and 
far, are white as milk, so swiftly do they run. On 
the more precipitous sides the grass and moss are 
lodged, an<l hold like snow, and are as tender in 
Ime as the first April blades. A multitude of lakes 
are in view, and Moreeamlui Bay to the south. 
TIuuh'. arc' she(^|) ('verywlu'n', loosely s(‘attered, with 
tlieir lambs ; oeeasioiudly I hear them bleat. No 
other sound is lu^iird bnt llie ehir|) of the mountain 
pipit, I see I lie wheabear flitting here and tliere. 
One mountain now lies in full sunshine, as fat as 
u seal, wrinkle<l and dimpled wlau'e it turns to 
llie west, like a fat animal wlien it bends to lick 
itself. What a spe(‘ta(‘le is now before me! — all 
Ihe near nuamlains in shadow, and Ihc distant in 
strong sunlight ; I shall not see the like of that 
again. On some of llu^ numnlains the green vest- 
ments are in tatters and rags, so to speak, and 
barely cling to them. No healher in view. To- 
ward Windi'rnu're tlu^ high peaks and crests are 
much more jngg(‘d and rocky. Tlie air is filled with 
the saiiK' while, motionless vapor as in Seollaiul. 
Wluai Ihe sun breaks Ihrough, — 

‘Slant walery liglilH, from parting oIoikIh, apace 
Travel alt)ng the pre<*ipiee's base, 


nature, 


“With the pristine earth, 

The planet in its nakedness,'* 

aa he cannot in a wooded connlry. 'The ))ninul, 
ahysnial eiiergicH, f:;rowu lender and meditative, ns 
it wore, lhonf>:hiriil of (lie sh(‘plH‘r<l and his flocks, 
and voicerul only in the leapinfc t(»rrcnts, look out 
upon one near at hand and ]>ass a nude recognitiom 
Wordsworth perpetually refers lo these hills and 

dates ns lonelv or lonesome; hut his heart was still 
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more lonely. I'he outward solilmle was congenial 
to the isolation and prtdoimd juavaev of his own 
soul Louesomed' lie says of one of these moun- 
tain dales, Imt 

*'Not melancholy, - no, for it is green 
And bright and fertile, fnrnislasl in itsidf 
With the few needful things that life retpures. 

In rugged arnm how mifl it seems to lie, 

IIow tenderly protected. ’* 

It is this tender and slieltering elmraeter of the 
mountains of the Luke dislriet that i.s one main 
source of their (‘harm, Ho rugged and lofty, and 
yet St) mellt)w ami delieale ! No shaggy, weedy 
growths or tangles anywhenv, notliing wildtw than 
the bracken, whieli at a distance looks as solid a.s 
the grass. The turf is (us fine and thick as that of 
a lawn. The dainty-noHetl lambs could not crave 
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(lerer niio man ic aiioraa. me wool oi tne 
could hardly be .softer to the foot. The last 
ly Ihe fj;ra.sH was still short and thick, as if it 
sliot Uj) a stalk and produced seed, but always 
nod a (inc, close mat. Nothing was more 
» what I was used to at home than this uni- 
tendency (llie same is true in Scotland and 
files) to grfiss, and, on Die lower slopes, to 
en, as if llu\se wore the only two plants in 
e. Many of lliese einlnoneos in the north of 
md, too lofty for hills and too smooth for 
tains, arc called fells. The railway between 
lie and Treston winds between them, as Hough*- 
11s, Tebay IMls, Sliaj) Fells, etc. They arc, 
in midsnmnier, of siu‘h a vivid and uniform 
Unit it seems us if they must have been painted, 
ng blurs or mars the hue ; no stalk of weed 
m of dry grass. The scene, in singleness and 
' of lint, rivals the bine of the sky. Nature 
not seetu to ripen and grow sere as autumn 
aches, but wears the tints of May in October. 
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A GLANCE AT BRITISH WILD 
FLOWERS 

T he first flower I plucked in Britain was the 
daisy, in one of the parks in Glasgow. Tile 
sward had ro(‘ently been mown, but the daisies 
dolled it as thickly as stars. It is a flower almost 
as (‘omrnon as llio grass; find a square foot of green- 
sward anywhei'c, and you are pretty sure to find 
a daisy, probably several of them. Bairnwort — • 
chihrs flower — it is called in some parts, and its 
expression is truly infantile. It is the favorite of all 
the poets, and when one comes to see it he does 
not think it has been a bit overpraised. Some 
flowers please us by their intrinsic beauty of color 
and form ; others by their expression of certain 
human qualities: the daisy has a modest, lowly, un- 
obtrusive look that is very taking. A little white 
ihig, its margin unevenly touehed with crimson, it 
looks up at one like the eye of a child. 

‘‘''Phou unassuming Commonplace 
Of Nature, with that homely face, 

And yet with something of a grace, 



unexpoclod (‘onlrasl it pmscnts with Ihv rank, coarse 
oK-eyiMlaisy so ('oinnion in this (unmlry, ami more 
or IcHH ahuudant in Jiritaim too, 'PIk' S(‘(»lc!i call 
lliiH latter **do^ daisy.’' I tlnni^ld it <*vcn <’oars(T, 
and taller lliciv than with us. I'lunigh the com- 
monest of woetls, the “wee, modest, crimsomtippit 
flower” stic'ks (‘lose at home ; it setmis to hu\e 
none of the wandering, dt'vil may (*ar(\ vugahoml 
propensilies of .so many oIIut weeds. I ladieve it 
has never yet appeared upon our shc^res in a wild 
atate, tlunigh Wordsw(»rlh ad<lressed it thus: 

**Thou wamler st this wild worlil ahoul 
llneheeked by pride or serupulcms ikadit,** 

The daisy is prettier in the hnd lluu\ in (he 
flower, as it then shows more erimstm. It shuts up 
on the approac’h of foul wealh(*r; heuee Tenny- 
son says the daisy <doses 

“Her erituHou fringes to the shower.” 

At Alloway, whither I flitted fnnn (Uasgow, I 
first put my hand into the British mettle, and, I 
may add, took it out again m <pd<*kly as if I had 
put it into tlie firt', I little suspi*eted that rank 
dark green weed there amid the grass tuuhw the old 
apple-trees, where the blue speedwell ami (cocks- 
combs grow, to be a nettle. But I soon Icanunl 
that tl\e one plant you can count on everywluwe \n 
England and Scotland is the nettle. It is the royal 



vvtTu ui onuuii. ii rtLiirius aioiig every roau- 

bank and lied/jjc'-rovv in lli<^ island. 

Wit your liand to llu' ground after dark in any 
bniee coriUM’, or uinler any hedge, or on the border 
of any (i(dd, and llie ehanees are ten to one you will 
talv(^ it back again with surprising ahu’rity. And 
.such a villainous fang as the ))lant has ! it: is like 
tlu^ sting of Ixvs. Your hand burns and smarts for 
hours afterward. My little boy and I were eagerly 
gatluu’ing wild flowers on the banks of the Doon, 
wIuMi I heard him scream, a few yards from me, 
] lia<l that nionu'nt jerked my stinging hand out of 
the grass as if I liad put it into a hornet’s nest, and 
I kiu'W wlnil the youngster had found. We held 
our burning fingers in the water, wliieh only aggra- 
vated the ])ois()n. It is a dark green, rankly grow- 
ing ])hint, from one to two feet high, tliat asks no 
leave of anybody. It is the police that protects 
ev(Ty flower in the hedge. 'Vo ‘'pluck tlic flower 
of safety from the nettle danger” is a figure of 
speecli that has especial for(*e in this island. The 
s|)ecie.s of our own nettle with which I am best 
a(‘(iuainte<l, the large-leaved (hinada nettle, grows 
in (he woods, is shy and delicate, is cropped by 
eaUle, and its sling is mild. But apparently no 
cow’s tongtie (‘an stand the British nettle, though, 
when ('ur(‘d as hay, it is said to make good fodder, 
l^ven the ])igH cannot cat it till it is boiled. In star- 
vation times it is extensively used as a pot-herb, 


and, when dried, its hbre is said to oe nearly eqnai 
to that of flax. Rough handling, I am told, dis- 
arms it, but I could not summon up courage to try 
the experiment. Ophelia made her garlands 

“Of crow-flowers, daisies, nettles, and long purples.** 

But the nettle here referred to was probably the 
stingless dead-nettle. 

A Scotch farmer, with whom I became acquainted, 
took me on a Sunday afternoon stroll through his 
fields. I went to his kirk in the forenoon ; in the 
afternoon he and his son went to mine, and liked 
the sermon as well as I did. These banks and 
braes of Doon, of a bright day in May, are eloquent 
enough for anybody. Our path led along the river- 
course for some distance. The globe-flower, like a 
large buttercup with the petals partly closed, nodded 
here and there. On a broad, sloping, semicircular 
bank, where a level expanse of rich fields dropped 
down to a springy, rushy bottom near the river’s 
edge, and which the Scotch call a brae, we reclined 
upon the grass and listened to the birdvS, all l)iit the 
lark new to me, and discussed the flowers growing 
about. In a wet place the “gilly-flower*’ was grow- 
ing, suggesting our dentaria, or crinkle-root. This 
is said to be ^‘the lady’s smock all silver-white’’ 
of Shakespeare, but these were not white, rather a 
pale lilac. Near by, upon the ground, was the nest 
of the meadow pipit, a species of titlark, which my 


a bird I was <ui Ibt’ hjciknut f<ir. nrs( cun • 

laiiinlsix bn>w n spccklrd n uumbi‘i\ I 

lliou^dit. Bn! I Unitid Ibnl \hi^ i.”* llic <*ntju}r\‘ iu 
wliich tci set' birds* n<"4(s cn jwtbsi with ns well 

as Innnan habilnUtais tbr«iu|^e«l with cbiklrcn, A 
wliilo unibcllifcrtnis pbuil. v<tv much like wiki 
carn>b dnited tin* turf lu*rt' uiul Ihtu’ts dliis, my 
(‘oinpfinitm saitk was pig Jint, <ir grtauni clu'slnutv 
ami tlud there was a '^wret, edible hibcr at lh(‘ rtint 
of il, nmh to make hts wt»rdH gotid, ting up t»ue 
\vilh his (lagers, rceulliiig (‘nliluurH words in the 
**dVmpeNt:’‘ 

**Antl 1, with lay k»iig aaib, will dig lliee pig nuts.** 

The plant grtjw s freely idaud hhiglami. but does not 
HtTm tti be trnubleHuine ns ii wtaak 

In a wtHuletl sltipe litwontl the brne. I plueked 
riiy Hrst woudrulT, a little r luster of part' white 
(lo\vt*rs, inmdi like that of i»ur saxifrage, with a 
delienit' {H'rfume. Its *^dnlk has a whorl of leavt's 
like the galiunn A.s the plant iirit“s its perfume 
imTenses. and a handful it will scent n n»om. 

d'he wild huarinths, r»r bluet lell*. had bi*gim \n 
fade* but n few eould ud bf'gnthrr'fsl here lunl there 
in the wchhIs and in tin* etlgrs of the fields. d‘his 
Is taie «d tin* phiuts uf whic h nature is \t^rv prudi- 
gnl in Britaim In pliiees if makes the* underHunds 
a.H blue m the sk\* and its riink iH*rfutue loads Urn 


air. IVnnyson spruk.H i>f “shoals of liyricinllis." 
Wo luivo no wood flovvor in Iho KastcTii SluU‘s llinl 
grows in siu’li profusion. 

Onr ilowiM’s* lik(* (»ur birds and wild (’rcaitun^s* 
aro more shy aiul rotiriiig than tho British. Thoy 
koop luoro to the* woods, and nro nol sowtsl so 
liroadc'H.sl, lliTb l{ohc*rt is c*\c‘lnsivc‘ly a wood 
plant with us. Inil in England it strays ipnlo (jut 
into llio opiMi fii'lds mnl by (In' roadsidt\ Indocsb 
in ICnglnnd 1 foiunl no mo oathsl w<iod flowi'r that 
ooiild not bo nu*t with inort* or loss in tlu‘ firlds and 
along the hedge's. The umin rtaistnu pc*rhnps, is 
that tho no('d of sholtor is novor so gnait tluTo, 
noilhor winior nor sniium*r» us it is hort% and tin' 
Hupply of inoislnro is nmro uniform ninl abundant. 
In dampnoHH, oooluoss, and shiulinoss, tht* wlnde' 
climate is woodsy, while tin' ntiuospInTt' of tho 
woods ihoniHolvoM is iilnmst snblorranonn in its dark« 
nesH ami ohillinoHs. 'llio plants oonio <m( ft»r sun 
and warmth, and every seed they Htaiiitw in this 
moist and fruitful soil tukes. 

How many exolnsive wood flowers w«' lmvi% most 
of our ohoioest kinds being of sylvan birth, flowors 
that seem to vanish before tho nn'rt' bread h of culti- 
vated fields, as wild as the partridge' and tin' lu'ave'r, 
like tlie yellow vieilot, the arbutus, tho nn'de'oln, 
the dicentra, the olaytonin, tho trilliums, many of 
the orchids, uvuhma. (laliharda. and othe*rs. In 


"nio wild Htniwberry, however, revcrscH Lius rule; 
it is more a wood plant in England than with us. 
J^xce])tiiig the j-a-ror variety (Fra(/ana vcsca)^ our 
strawbca’iy thrives best in (‘iiliivated Helds, and 
Shakespeare’s refereiure to this fruit would not be 
apt,” 

“"riie strawberry grows underneath the ncUlc; 

And wliolesome berries thrive and ripen best, 
Neigh])()r'd by friiiL of baser (jualily.'’ 

''Hie IJriiisli strawberry is found exclusively, I be- 
lieve, in woods and copses, and the ri])ened fruit is 
smaller or lighter colored than our own. 

Nature in tliis island is less versatile than witli 
us, hut more eonsLant and uniform, less variety and 
contrast in her works, and less capricaoiisness and 
reservation also. She is chary of new species, but 
nmlliplies the old ones endlessly. I did not ol)scrve 
so many varieties of wild flowers as at home, but 
a great profusion of speeimens ; her lap is fuller, 
but the kinds are fewer. Where you find one of 
a kind there, yo\i will find ten thousand here. 
Wordsworth saw “ golden daffodils,” 

“(Unitinuoiia as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way,” 

and one sees nearly all the common Avild flowers in 
tlie same profusion. The hiiitercup, the dandelion, 
tlic ox-eye daisy, and other field flowers that have 



roiTU* It) IIH mini in)\v lilV- 

ishly Nature bestows ht'r (loral jiijiris upon the Old 
World, la July lh(' searh'l poppitvs art' thiekly 
sprinkled over nearly t'Vt'ry wlu'ul and oaldield in 
the kingdom. 'Die j^rtsai waving grain stsan.s to 
luwe been spall(*red with blt)od. Ollnw flowers 
are alike universal. Not a plant but setaus to 
have sown itself from one end of the island to 
the other. Never before did 1 sta* so inut*h white 
clover. hVoin the first to the Inst of Jtdy, the fitJtls 
in Scotland and hhigland wtun* white with it. Kvery 
H((tuire inch of groinnl had its clover blossonu Such 
a harvest as there was for tin* hontw b(‘e* unless 
tlie nectar was too much <liluttMl with water in 
this rainy climates which was probably tlu' (‘ase. 
In traveling soutli frenn Scotland, the foxglove 
traveled as fast as I did, and I found it just as 
al)imdant in the southern cemniies as iti llu‘ iiorth- 
eru* This is the most beautiful ami (’onspictious of 
all the wild flowers I saw, a spire of largt^ purple 
])ells rising above the ferns and co|)st‘S ami along 
the Ivedges everywluwe. Among the copse's of Stir- 
rey and Hants, I saw it five fc't't high, and amid 
the rocks of North Wales still higher. We have 
no conspie'uous wild flower that compares with it. 
It is so showy and abundant that tlu* (ruvc'Ier on 
the express train cantud miss it ; while* the pt*des« 
triau finds it lining Ins way like rows of tortJies. 
The bloom creeps ui) tin* stalk grathially m the 


season advances, taking trom a month to six weeks 
to go from the bottom to the top, making at all 
times a most pleasing gradation of color, and show- 
ing the plant each day with new flowers and a 
fresli, new look. It never looks shabby and spent, 
from first to last. The lower buds open the first 
week in Juno, and vslowly the purple wave creeps 
upward; bell after bell swings to the bee and moth, 
till the end of July, when you see the stalk waving 
in the wind with two or three flowers at the top, 
as perfe<!t «ind vivid as those that opened first. I 
wonder the poets have not mentioned it oftener. 
Tennyson speaks of “the foxglove spire.’’ I note 
tins allusion in Keats: — 

Where the deer’s swift leap 
Slnxllcs the wild bee from the fox-glove bell; ” 

and this from Coleridge: — 

“The fox-glove tall 
Sheds its loose purple bolls or in the gust, 

Or when it bends beneath the npspringing lark. 

Or Tuounlaiu finch alighting.” 

Coleridge perhaps knew that the lark did not perch 
upon the stalk of the foxglove, or upon any other 
stalk or braurii, being entirely a grouiul bird and 
not a {)erehm\ but he would seem to imply that it 
did, in lliese lines. 

A Lemdou eorrespondent calls my attention to 
tlicsc lines from Wordsworth: — 



High m IIh* liiglu‘sl jifiik t»f Funu'.HH 
Yt‘t murmur hy llu* lu»tir in fnvglovi* ht lls;** 
and adds: “ Lt»ss puHiunh hut an graphic, \va.s a 
Devonshire woniurrs cojupuristm ni a tlull preacher 
to a * Dnnunde tlnine in a p<*p;* Angliee, A drone 
in a fo\*glt)ve. (udled a pop frtun <’hildreu annising 
themselves with |H»pping its hells.’* 

I'he preHi«‘st of all hnnihle romWiile (lowt'rs I 
saw was the little blue sp(»«‘d\vt'll. I was seldom 
o\it of sight of it anywhere in iny walks till near 
the end of June; while its little hands nml ussem- 
hlages of deep blue tUnvers in the grass hy tht^ romh 
Hide, turning a host td infantile faees up to the snu, 
often made me pnusi' and admire. It is pndtit'r 
than the violet, ami Inrgtn and clei'per eohaed than 
our houstonia. It is a small and tlehh*nte edition 
of our hepaliea, dtuie in indigo hlne mid wonleil to 
the grass in tlie tlehls and hy the wnysidt*s. 

“The little MpeeilweH’s thirling l>lue,“ 

Bings Tennyson. I saw it hltMiniing, with the tlaisy 
and the Imtlereup, upon the grn\e of (arlyle, d’he 
tender human and (Hieiie eleimnil of this .slt*rn roeky 
nature was well expresHetl hy it. 

In the Lake tlistriet I saw ineadows purple with 
a spoeies of wild geranium, protnihly (Umnium 
jmUmmu It answered well to our wild gernninm, 
wluch in May sometimes (*overs wetilsh inemluws 



was of a dark blue purple. Prunella, I noticed, 
was of a much deeper purple there than at home. 
The purple orchids also were stronger colored, but 
less graceful and pleasing, than our own. One 
species which I noticed in June, with habits similar 
to our purple fringed-orohis, perhaps the pyramidal 
orchis, had quite a coarse, plebeian look. Probably 
the most striking blue and purple wild flowers we 
have are of European origin, as succory, blue-weed 
orbugloss, vervain, purple loosestrife, and harebell. 
These colors, except with the fall asters and gentians, 
seem rather unstable in our flora. 

It has been observed by the Norwegian botanist 
Schiibeler that plants and trees in the higher lati- 
tudes have laz'ger leaves and larger flowers than 
farther south, and that many flowers which are 
white in the south become violet in the far north. 
This agrees with my own observation. The feebler 
light necessitates more leaf surface, and the fewer 
insects necessitate larger and more showy flowers to 
attract them and secure cross-fertilization. Black- 
berry blossoms, so white with us, are a decided 
jDink in England. The same is true of the v^atcr- 
plaiitain. Our houstonia and hepatica would prob- 
ably become a deep blue in that country. The 
marine climate probably has something to do also 
with this high color of the British flowers, as I 
have noticed that on our New England coast the 
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same n<j\vm an* dtH'prr tiiilrd than (hry hvv in 
the iulcrior. 

A llowor whi{*h gmd.s all miuhlrrs !<> nua.sl fi(*l(ls 
and Irantiuil \vaU‘mnirMt*H in niidsnnim<T is llu» 
in(*adt)W™s\vt‘el , culletl idsi) (jiusai iif ilir iiuaidows, 
ll holon^s [u lhc‘ Sjdraai trllH*, wlunv uur hurdluu’k, 
niiio barkv nuaulow swct'k cptisMi (»r lla* prniri(% and 
othors iH'lnti^, l>nt surpasses all nur spreies in luMn|i; 
HNV(TUs(a‘nU’(k a sni^ji^tvHlion ut almnnds and vn\» 
inuaon. I saw inut'Ji of it ahout Stralfnrd, and in 
rowing on Iho Avon pluoktal its largo olnslors of 
funs (TiauiiY wliilo flowers fnun niy boat. Arnokl 
is foluatous in d(*s(’ril)ing it as tlu' 'Milund nuavdovv- 
svvcs^t.** 

'rhey rullivato a Hproios of cltivor in Hngland 
tlnil gives a striking afreet to a field wlani in hlootn, 
7'rlfnliim inmrnatnmy the long heads ns nsl as 
blood. IL is gnnvn mostly for gretm fothhT. I saw 
not one spear of limt>lhy grass in all my rainbles. 
Though iluH is a grass cjf KnrojH'iin «>ngin. yt^t it 
Boeins to be (juite unkiunvn ntnt>ng KngUsh ami 
Seoteh fanners. I'he horse bean, or WinehesU'r 
bean» sown bnaideast, is a new feniurt*, whih* its 
perfume, suggesting that of apple fin-burds, is the 
most agreeabU‘ to be met with. 

I was delighted with the fnr/e, or whim as the 
S<*oteh eall \U with its imiltitnde <»f rii‘h vi'llow, 
ptmdike bloHsonm eHhnling a ]H*rfuine that reminded 


juniper, it seems to mark everywiiere tne line oi 
cultivation : where the furze begins the plow stops. 
It covers heaths and commons, and, with the 
heather, gives that dark hue to the Scotch and 
English uplands. The heather I did not see in all 
its glory. It was just coming into bloom when I 
left, the last of July; but the glimpses I had of it 
in North Wales, and again in northern Ireland, 
were most pleasing. It gave a purple border or 
fringe to the dark rocks (the rocks are never so 
lightly tinted in this island as ours arc) that was 
very rich and striking. The heather vies with the 
grass in its extent and uniformity. Until midsum- 
mer it covers the moors and uplands as with a dark 
brown coat. When it blooms, this coat becomes a 
royal robe. The flower yields honey to the bee, 
and the plant shelter to the birds and game, and is 
used by the cottagers for thatching, and for twisting 
into ropes, and for various other purposes. 

Several troublesome weeds I noticed in England 
that have not yet made their appearance in this 
country. Coltsfoot invests the plowed lands there, 
sending up its broad fuzzy leaves as soon as the 
grain is up, and covering large areas. It is found 
in this country, but, so far as I have observed, only 
in out-of-the-way places. 

Sheep sorrel has come to us from over seas, and 
reddens many a poor worn-out field; but the larger 
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spccncH 01 .sorrci, iiumra' arrutm, .so ('ominon in 
English fielclH, and shooting up a stoin two foot 
high, wius (juile now to mo. Nourly all Iho rolatod 
HpooioH, tho variou.s dof’ks. aro nnlurnli'/od upon our 
slu)roH. 

On tho wh(»lo, tho phu’o to .soo Europ<*an woods 
is in Ameri(*a. Thoy run riot Iuto, d'luw an^ like 
hoys out of Ht’hooh loaping all hotuuls. d'hoy have 
the froodoni of tho wIujIo hrond hunk and aro al- 
lowed to lake pos.si'ssion in a way that woidd astonish 
a British rurnior. 'Tho S<’oloh lhisll(» is nuu*h rarer 
ill Hi'otland than in Now York or Massaehusc^ll.s. 
I saw only one mullein hy Iht' rt)a{lsich\ and that 
was in Wales, though it llourishoH luTt* and there 
thnmghout iho island. Tho lamdon oorrt'spondont, 
already (juotod, says of tho innlh'in : *'Ono will 
eomo up in solitary glory, hut* though it hoars hun- 
dreds of flowers, many years will edapst' ht'foro 
another is .soon in the same msghhorhood. Wo 
used to say* *'rhoro is a mullein (*oming up in su(‘li 
a place*’ much as if wo had soon a oornol; and its 
flannoldiko loaves ami the growth of its spike won^ 
duly watched and reported on day hy day.” I did 
not catch a glimpse of hluo^wood* Bouncing Bet, 
elecampane, livoTor-ovor, hlnddor campion, and 
others, of whi{‘h I soo aoros at homo, though all tlu'so 
weeds do grow there. They hunt tho woods rnorc*!- 
lessly; they have no room for thcmi. You soo men 
and bovB. women and irirls. in ilie ineiulows anti 



pastures cutting them out. A species of wild mus- 
tard infests the best grain lands in June ; when in 
bloom it gives to the oat-fields a fresh canary yel- 
low, Then men and boys walk carefully through 
the drilled grain and pull the mustard out, and 
carry it away, leaving not one blossom visible. 

On the whole, I should say that the British wild 
flowers are less beautiful than our own, but more 
abundant and noticeable, and more closely associated 
with the (‘ounlry life of the people ; just as their 
birds are more familiar, abundant, and vociferous 
than our songsters, but not so sweet-voiced and 
plaintively melodious. An agreeable coarseness 
and robuslncBs eharacdcrize most of their flowers, 
and they more than make up in abundance where 
they lack in gra(‘c. 

The surprising delicacy of our first spring 
flowers, of the hepatiea, the spring beauty, the ar- 
butus, the bloodroot, the ruc-ancmone, the dicentra, 
— a beauty and delicacy that pertains to exclusive 
wood forms, — contrasts with the more hardy, hairy, 
hedge-row look of their firstlings of the spring, like 
the primrose, the hyacinth, the wood spurge, the 
green hellebore, the hedge garlic*, the moschatcl, the 
(hdfodil, the celandine, and others. Most of these 
flowers lake one by their multitude ; the primrose 
covers broad hedge banks for miles as with a car- 
pet of bloom. In my exexirsions into field and for- 
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cardinal flcnvcr> which alnio.st hafllcs Ihc eye; no- 
thing wilh the wild grac’c of our meadow^ or moun- 
tain lilies; no w'ood flower so Inking lo the eye as 
our painted trillium and lady's slippc^r ; no hog 
flower that eoinpares wilh our calopngon and are- 
thusa, so eonuuon in soulheaslern New Knglaud; 
no hrookside flower that e(|ualH our jinvchweiMl; no 
rock flower before which one would pause wilh the 
same feeling of a<lrniraHon ns h(‘forc our colmnhine; 
no violet as striking as our hinrs-foot violet; no 
trailing flower ihnl nppnau’hes our inat(‘hlt'ss nrhu- 
tUH ; no fern as delicate as our inaidcnduur ; no 
flowering shrub as sweet as our a'/.nleas. In fac't> 
their flora presented a eonunoner type of beuiily, 
very comely and pleasing, hut not so ext|uisite and 
surprising as our own. The (sail rust is well shown 
in the flowering of the inaph's of the two (’ounlries, 
— that of the European Hp<s‘ies lanng stilf and (’oarse 
compared with the fringedike grace and (h*lieaey 
of our maple. In like manner the silktsi tri'sses of 
our white pine contrast strongly with the (siarser 
foliage of the Eun^pean pines. But what they 
haves they have in grtaUcsst profusion. Few of 
their flowers waste their sweetness on ihv d<\sert 
air; they throng the fl(*lds, lanes, mid liighwnys, 
and arcs known and seen of all. Tluw bloom on tin? 
housetops, and wave from the summits of (sisllt^ 
walls. The spring meadows are (*arpet(*d with 



fire and gold in the scarlet poppies and corn mari- 
golds. 

I plucked blit one white pond-lily, and that was 
in the Kew (lardens, where I suppose the plucking 
was trespassing. Its petals were slightly blunter 
than ours, and it had no perfume. Indeed, in the 
matter of sweet-scented flowers, our flora shows by 
far the more varieties, the British flora seeming 
ri(‘hcr in this respect by reason of the abundance 
of specimens of any given kind. 

It is, indeed, a flowery land; a kind of perpetual 
spring-time reigns there, a perennial freshness and 
bloom such as our fierce skies do not permit. 
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I N crossing <ho Atlantic from the New World to 
the Old, one of the first intimutiems the traveler 
has tliat lie is nearing a strange sJiore, and an old 
and populous one, is tlio greater boldness and famil- 
iarity of the swarms of sea-gulls that begin to hover 
in the wake of the ship, and dive and contend with 
ea(*h oilier for the fragments and parings thrown 
overboard from the pantry. They have at once a 
different air and manner from those we left behind. 
How bold and tireless they are, pursuing the ves- 
sel from dawn to dark, and coming almost near 
(Miough to take the food out of your hand as you 
h^an over the bulwarks. It is a sign in the air ; it 
tells the whole story of the hungry and populous 
c*ountries you are approaching ; it is swarming and 
omnivorous Europe come out to meet you. You 
fire near the sea-marge of a land teeming with life, 
a land where the prevailing forms arc indeed few, 
but these on the most copious and vehement scale; 
where the birds and animals are not only more 
numerous than at home, but more dominating and 



ajjjf^re.SHive, nxorv closrly assotMutiMi willi ?nan, con- 
lendiui*; with him hir I he fruils of llu* soil, lonnied 
in his ways, hdl of ivsniirci's, pndilio, iiMiacious of 
lifts not (‘usily ohookod drivim <niK in faoti 
cliarat'lori/t'il by ^ivalor pts'.sistcmH* and focundily, 
d'hc fuel is suns stumer or lalcr. lt> slrikt* llu* Amer- 
Jean in Hriluin. d'here siumis lo ht' an abori^nnal 
pnsh nml lieul in animale nature llauHs to h(*hold 
which is a m‘w t‘\periene(\ It is the ()1<1 \Vtn*ld, 
and ycl it nsdly setmis the New in the virility and 
hardihood of its species. 

^riie New Knglnnder wlio st‘es with t‘vil forebod- 
ings the rapid falling olf tif tht» birth rutt* in his 
own land* the family rills shrinking in tlu'st' later 
generations, like his native strtiims in snmnuT, and 
who eonsetiuently fears for the pi*rpetuity of the 
race, may see soniethitig to eoniforl him in the 
liritish islands. Helmhl tlu‘ ft'eundily of tin* parent 
sloek! d‘he drtmghl that has fallen upon the older 
pads of the New World does not seem lo have 
afTeeUsl the sourees f)f being in these islamis. d'hey 
are apparently as eopious and eshaustless as they 
were three eenluries agtn liritain might well appro- 
pnale lo herself the last half of Kmersonks ([ua- 
train: — 

*VNo numhers have eonnted iny tnllieH, 

Nt) Irlhea my lunise eau tUl; 

I nil by the shining Fcninl of Life, 

A it „ t. 1.. .... . »* 
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with liiiinunity. Thirty niillioiis of people within 
the aiHMt of one of our larger States, and M^ho shall 
say that high-water mark is yet reached? Every- 
thing Ixdokens a race still in its youth, still on the 
road to empire, d'he full-1 doodedness, the large 
feet and luuids, the prominent canine teeth, the 
stomachic and mus(*nlar robustness, the health of 
the women, llu^ savage jealoiivsy of personal rights, 
the swarms uj)on swarms of chihlren and young 
j)eoj)le, the delight in the open air and in athletic 
sports, the love of danger and adventure, a certain 
morniiig fresluu'ss and yonllifulness in their look, 
as if their food and sleej) nourished them well, 
together with a c(*rLain animality and stupidity, — 
all indicale a p(M)ple who have not yet slackened 
spc'ed or iaktm in sail. Neither the land nor the 
ra<*e shows atiy exlumslion. In l)olh there is still 
Ihe freshness and fruitfulness of a new country. 
You would Ihink (he ])cople had just come into 
possession of a virgin soil. There is a ])ioneer hard- 
iness a.nd hu'lility al)()ut them. Families increase 
as in our early frontier settlements. Let me quote 
a paragrapli from Taine's “ Notes;” — 

“An l^nglishmau nearly always lias many chil- 
(]ren, — tlu^ rich as well as the ])()()r. The Queen 
has nine, and sets the example. Let us run over 
ihe families we are accinainted with: Lord ■— — has 
six ehildren; the Marquis of twelve; Sir 



nine; i\lr. h , a jinlge, t\v<nity-»fo\ir, of 
whom twenty-lwo are liviufjj ; si'vtTul ('h'r^ynum, 
five, six, and tip lt> ten and twelve*/' 

TlniH iH llu‘ e(*nsns kc'pl np and inc’r(*as(*d. "rhe 
land, the towns and {’i(i(*s, are like* litv(*s In swarm- 
ing lime; a ftwtile {jiu*en indei‘d, and phmly t>f 
l)roo<I»(*oml) ! Wt’n* il not for tin* wilderiu*.ss(\s of 
Ainerien, of Afritvi, and Anstralin, to whit*li th(*se 
swarms niigrnU\ the people would snlhx’att* and 
trample each otlu'r onl. A S<’o(eh <»r I'higllsh eily, 
compared with tme (jf ours, is a kind of duplcK or 
compound taly ; it 1ms n douhh* interior, the 
inlerit)r of the close's and alleys, in which and out 
of whi(‘h the people swarm like (lie's. Mve'ry coun- 
try village has its ehises, its slrt'cts hetwe’cn stre(*(s, 
where the humbler portion o( the poimlniion is 
paeked away, 'rhis hnek*do(»r Intnmnity streams 
forth b) all parts of the world, and ('urrit's llu' na- 
tional virtues with it. In walking through some of 
the older portions of Kdinbnrgh, I was soni(’li(>\v 
reminded of colonies (jf c’lKT swalkiws I luul seen at 
home, paeked beneath tlu' eaves of a farmer's barn, 
every inch of space oecuph'd, the {('nemenls crowd- 
ing and lapping over caieh other, the inlersli(*es 
filled, every eoign of vaniagi' seiml upon, the pend- 
ent beds and pniereanl ('radles ranked one abovt* 
anotlier, and Hhowang all mamu'r of <iuaint and in- 
genious forms and adaptability to (‘jn'umslanees. 

Tti bnlU T fuTtfl I Ujrtv'i'ii ti*>**v 


above streets, or huge viadiicis tluit carry one tor- 
r(^nt of Innnanity above niiollier torrent. They util- 
ize the hills and (b'pressions to make more surface 
room for llicir swarming myriads. 

One day, in my walk ihrtnigh the Trosaehs in the 
IIi|:^ldands, X came upon a couple of ant-hills that 
iirrest('d niy attiaUion. 'Fhey wore a type of the 
country. They w<'re not lar^e, scarc'cly larger than 
a peck measur(s but never before liad I seen ant- 
Jiills so ])0))ulous and so lively. "I'hey were living 
masses of ants, while the ground for yards about 
literally rustled with their numbers. I knew ant- 
liills at home, and had noted them carefully, hills 
that would fill a eart»box ; but they were like 
empty tenements coni|)ared with those, a fort gar- 
risoned with a <‘ompauy instead of an army corps, 
d'hese hills stood in thin woods by Iho rojulside. 
From eacli of tlu^n radiated five main highways, 
like th(^ spokes of a wheel, ''rhese highways were 
elcMirly defined to the eye, ilie grass and leaves 
being slightly beatcai down. Along ca(‘h one of 
them tliere was a douhle line of ants, — one line 
going out for stipplies and the other n'turning with 
booty, worm.H, Hies, insects, a constant stream of 
game going into the capitol. If th(‘ ants, with any 
given worm or bug, got stuck, those passing out 
would turn and lend a helping hand. Tlie ground 
between th(' main highways wtus being threaded in 


all ulumt tlu* ((TmiiUH tlir rnads, sinvnil yards 
(lislnut. If I ^ttunl a fow itumuaits iii uiw plu(‘(% 
tlu' ants w<iulcl to tdiiuli up my shoos and 

so up niy lo^s. Stumping thorn tdf soonusl uuly to 
ulariu and onragt^ iho wholo t‘ump, Hi\ that I would 
])rosonlly bo <nnnpollod to rotroat. Sooing a l)ig 
slrndiiling booth\ 1 (’aught him and droppod him 
upon tho m’st. Tho ants attaokod him ns wolvos 
might allac’k an olophant. 'I'hov cdung to his logs, 
Ihoy momitod his har’k* and UNsaultod hiin in front. 
As ho rushod thnnigh and ovor thoir ranks, down 
tho side of tho mound, tinjso olinging to his logs 
woro niught ludd of by othors, till linos of four or 
fivo ants won* boing jorkod along by (‘uoh of his 
six logs, d'ho iiifunulod booth* c’lonrod tho nunmd, 
and orawhal imdor lonvos ami sth’ks to swoop off Ins 
olinging oiunnios, and (innlly scsutiod to t*s('npo thorn 
by burying hinjsolf in tlu* ouHln d'hon I took one 
of IhoHo largo, blaok, sholloss snails with whi(*h tins 
land abounds, a snail the size* of my thumb, and 
droppod it upon Iho m*st. 'I'ho ants swurmod upon 
it at onoo, and Iwgari to sink th<*ir jaws into it. 
Thus woke* the* snail up te* the* true* siteinlion, ami 
it showed iisedf not witlunit rosourc’os agaiuHt its 
enemies. FU*o, like the boi*llo. it could m»t, hut 
it hare an invisible* armtir; it be'gau to e»Kt*ri‘to from 
every port* of its htuly a tluok, whitish, viscid suh- 
Bbuee, that tied every ant that oame in oontaol 



coaling of lliis impromptu bird-lime had been 
cxudtMl, Iho snail wri^frlod ri^lit and left a fcAV 
times, partly sloughing it off, and thus ingulfing 
luiiHlreds oF its antagonists. Never was army of 
ants or of men bound in suc‘h a Stygian quagmire 
before. New phahinxes rushed up and tried to 
S(‘ale the mass; most of them were mired like their 
fellows, but a few su(‘(‘eeded and gained the snail’s 
baek; llu^n began the pn^paration of another ava- 
lanche oF glue; the creature seemed to dwindle in 
size, and to nerve itself to the work; as fast as the 
ants reached him in any number he ingulfed them; 
he })oure<l tlu^ vials of Ins glutinous wrath upon 
them till he had formed ((uite a rampart of (‘omented 
and helpless ants a, bout him; fresh ones constantly 
coming up laid hold of the barricade with their 
jaws, and wt^e (fften hung that way. I lingered 
half an hour or more to see the issue, but was 
finally (‘om])elled to come away before the closing 
scene. 1 presume the ants finally triumphed. The 
snail had ru'arly exliausted its ammunition ; eac'h 
new broadside look more and more time and was 
less and less effective; while tlie ants had unlimited 
resources, and could mak<' bridges of their sunken 
armies. But how they finally free<l tliemselves and 
their mound of that viseid, sloughing monster I 
should be glad to know. 

But it was not these ineidents that impressed me 



ants, and their* raidiirg, luu’eaiueriii/jj pn)|)(*nsilioH. 
Wlreii I eauie to hoiidoii, I eoirld not lu'lp Ihiuk- 
in|j^ of lli(‘ ant hill I had svvn in tlu* North. 'I'his, 
I stiid, is the hi^^iiesi ant hill ytd, Sc’e the great 
steam highwHys» leatling t<» all points of the eom- 
])ass; see th(' inYriads swarming* jostling <*Heh oilier 
in lh<' stn'els, and overlh)\ving all tin* snrnmnding 
eonnliy. tln‘ luidergronnd tunnels and galler« 
ies and tlu' ovt‘rgn)und vindtrels ; sw the a(*livily 
and the supplies* tlu‘ wlade (‘arth the hunting- 
gnmiul of these iuseets and rustling with their muh 
tiludinous stir* One may lu' pardomsl, in tht' pre- 
senee of mu'h an ('uonnous aggrt‘gnt(* of humanity 
as London shows, for thinking <»f iuseets. Men 
and vv’'t)nien semn ehenpened nncl helittltsl, us if the 
spawn trf hlow^fUes had turned t<> human luniigs* 
How the throng stream on intt'rminahly, the strecMs 
like river-beds, full to th(‘ir hanks! ()n<‘ luirdly 
ncytes the units, he sts's «»nly the hlac'k tide, lie 
loses himself, nml h(*emm*s an insignifieant ant with 
the rest. He is hcirne along through the galleries 
and passageH to the umlerground railway, and is 
swept forward like a dnip in the sen. I used to 
make freiiuent trips to llie (sninlry, or seek out 
some empty nook in St. Paurs. \a csnne to my 
ienses. Hut it recpiires rui ordinary cdTort to find 
one's self in St. PauTs, and in IIh' eoimtry you 
must walk fast or Ijondtm will overtake you. When 
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a troop of liOiKlon bicyclists would steal up behind 
ino and suddenly file by like spectres. The whole 
land is L()iulon~stru(‘k. You feel the suction of 
the lmp;e (*ity wherever you are. It draws like a 
cy(*loue; ('V(U'y (?urreut tends that way. It would 
sec'iu as if citic^s a.nd towns were constantly breaking 
from lluMi’ moorings and drifting thitherward and 
joining ihemscdves to it. On every side one finds 
snudler cibes welded fast. It spreads like a malig- 
naut growl h, that involves first one organ and then 
another. Hut it is not malignant. On the con- 
trary, it is i)erhaps as normal and legitimate a city 
as tluu’e is on llu^ globe. It is the proper outcome 
and expression of that fertile and bountiful land, 
and that luirdy, multiplying race. It seems less the 
result of trade and (‘ommeree, and more the result 
of the domestics home-seeking and home-buikling 
instinct, than any other (dty I have yet seen. I 
felt, and yet feel, its attraction. It is such an 
aggregate of ncluul human dwellings that this feel- 
ing pcwvadc's the very air. All its vast and niiilti- 
plc‘x iiulustrles, and its traffic, seem domestic*, like 
the <*hor(\s about the household. I used to get 
gliTnpses of it from the northwest borders, from 
llampslcad Heath, and from about Ilighgatc, lying 
there in the broad, gentle valley of the Thamc's, 
like an enonnons country village— a village with 
nearly four million souls, where people find life 
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look and .sol)ri('ly of inaiuuT. StH‘ lluar vast parks 
and pk'usiin'-^n'onnds: sot^ llu* upp<'r Tlianu's, of a 
l)rif»;bl Sunday, alive wilh rowing parlies; s(‘e ilieiu 
pieniekin/:jf in all the eoiintry adjacc'iiL Ind(^(‘(k in 
summer a scK’ial and even f(‘stive air hroods over 
the whole vast eneainpmenl. I'here is scpialor and 
misery enou|^li, of eonrs(*» and loo itnieh, hu(. (Ins 
takes itself away lo holes and eonu*rs. 

n 

A fertile hkhn a fi'rlile naUms swann in these 
islands. The elimale is a kind of prolonged May, 
and a vernal lusliness and raeiiu'ss an' (’harac’ter- 
islie of all the pr(‘vniling forms, l.ih* is rank and 
full, Ueprodiielion is easy, is phaily of 

saj), plenty of hliMat d'he salt <»f the sea prickles in 
the veins; the s])awning waters havt' imparled their 
virilily to I1 h‘ land, is a tropieal and an arelie 
nature (‘oml)ineth the fruitfulness of om^ and the 
activity of the oIIut. 

The national p<K*l is Sluikt^spt'ans In him we 
get the literary and artislie etpiivnlents of this tcvm- 
ing, racy, j'iiey land and |KH)ple. It ihhhIh just 
such a soil, just such a Ijaekgrouml, to aeeouut for 
him. I'lie poetie value of this <’ontinenee on the 
one hand, and of Ihin riot and prodigality on the 
other, is in his pages. 

The teeming human populations reflect only the 



the lower types, llie saino push and hardiness. It 
is the opinion ot‘ nal.uralists that the prevailing 
ICiiropean forms are a later j)ro(hK‘tion than those of 
the southern hemispliere or of the United States, 
and lienee, aeeording to Darwin’s law, should bo 
more versatile and dominating. Tluit this last fact 
holds good witli regard to them, no competent 
observer (‘an fail to see. Wlien European plants 
and animals (*ome into competition with American, 
the latter, for I he most jiart, go to the wall, as do 
tlie native's in Australia. Or shall we say that the 
native s|)eci(\s fh'e before llu^ advent of civilization, 
the dennding Ihe land of its fon'sts, and the Euro- 
pean spe(‘ies come in and take their jihu'e? Yet 
the fact: remains that that trait or tendcnicy to per- 
sist in the fa(‘e of obstaeh's, to hang on by tooth 
and nail, rc'ady in new ('X])edients, thriving where 
others starve, (limbing where others fall, multiply- 
ing where otliers perish, like (‘erlain wo('ds, which 
if you (•h('(‘k the seed, will increase at the root, is 
more marked in the forms that have (*ome to us 
from Europe than in the native inluibitanis. Nearly 
everylhiug lliat has (‘orne to this country from the 
Old World has come prepat cd to tight its way 
through and lake ]>o.ssc\ssion. The Europc'au or 
Old World man, the Old World animals, tlie Old 
World grasst's and grains, and w(‘('ds and vermin, 
are in possession of the hind, and the native species 



ils gr(H*{l, its iiicluslrv* and il.s swarins, is a fair 
type of Ihe n‘st, 'The ICii^lisli boost' sparrow, which 
we were fit such pains to inlroclue(\ breeds like 
verniin and llirtaiUais to |j(‘eonj(' a pla^pio in the 
laiul, Nearly all our trouhh'scnne w(*eds art' Kuro- 
peau, WluMi n new species p*ts n hiollndd here, 
it spremls likt^ (irt'. The Kuropi'an rats ami mice 
would eat us \ip» weri' it imt for llu' Kurop<'an (‘als 
we hrc(Ml, M'la* wcdf lud tady keeps a Fool hold in 
old and popuhnis coutilrit's likt' l'ranc(» ami (h*r- 
nuin)% hut in the haarn'r country has so incnaised 
of late years tliat Iht* |i(ov<»rnment has tdlVrt'd an 
additional bounty upon tlu'ir pelts. Wlnai has an 
American wolf been seen heard in our t'otnpar- 
alively sparsely settled KnsU'rn or Middle vStales? 
They have disapjaainal ns eoinphdely as Iht* bt'nvt'rs. 
Yet is it probably true that, in a mnv ('oindry like*, 
ours, a leruleney slowly devtdops itself aiuouf,^ the 
wild erealures l(» return atid reposst'ss the laud 
under the altered eonditions. It is st» with the 
plants, and i>robably so with the auinmls. 'Tims, 
the ehhnney H\vallt)\vs give up the hollt>w trees for 
the eliimnevH, the (*lilT swallows ih*seri llu' cdilTs 
for the eaves of the barns, tin* s(|uirrtds find they 
can live in and nlaait lht» fu'hls, v\v. In my own 
locality, our native mice an* lau'oming mtieh more 
mmierouH about the huildhigs than fornuTly ; in 
the older settled portions of the coimtry, the (lying 


squirrel often breeds in the houses; the wolf does 
not HOCMH to let fjjo in the West as readily as he did 
in the East; the black bear is coming back to parts 
of the country where it has not been seen for thirty 
years. 

I noticed many traits among the British animals 
and birds that looked like the result both of the 
sharp (‘{)nipetiti()n going on among themselves in 
iheir c‘row<l('d ranks and of association with man. 
Tlms» the ])arlridgc not only covers her nest, but 
(‘arefully arrangevs llu^ grass about it so that no mark 
of hcT track to and fro can be seen. The field 
mouse lays up a store of grain in its den in the 
ground, and then stops up the entrance from within, 
''llu' wood(*ock, wlu'u disturbed, flies away with one 
of her young snatched up between her legs, and 
returns for another and another. The sea-gulls de- 
vour llie grain in the liclds ; the wild dtuivs feed 
upon llie oats; the crows and jackdaws pull up the 
S|)roiils of the lu'wly-planted potatoes; the grouse, 
partridge's, pigc'ons, fieldfare's, attack the turnips; 
flie^ hawk frceiuenlly snatciies the wounded game 
from nndc'r the gun of the sportsman ; the crows 
peu'ch upon I be tops of llie chimne'ys of the hoiisc\s; 
in the ICast lire slork Iiiiilds upon Ibe liousetojis, 
in llu' midst of ciiie'S; in Hcolinnd Ihe rats follow 
llu^ l)irds and Iho Highlanders to the herring (isli- 
eries along llie coast, and disjierse with them wlicn 
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every egg; the rahhits have to he kept down wlUi 
lifts aiul ferrets; the game hinls grouse, pur« 
iridges, dueks, geese (’ontinue to swanu in the 
face of the most inveterate race of sportsimai under 
the Him, ami in a eouutrv when* it is said the erows 
destroy more game than all the guns in the king- 
dom. 

Many of the wdhl hinis, when ineuhating, will 
allow themselves to he tonelu*d hy tlu* hand. 'The 
fox frtHjuently passes the tiny tinder some covered 
drain or under some sludving hank m*nr the farm 
buihlings, The otter, which so long agtj disup- 
peartsl from our streams, still holtls its own in Scot- 
land, though trapjanl ami sliot tm nil oet^asions, A 
mother otter has him knoNvn hohlly Iti vsmfrunt a 
man carrying off her ytamg. 

ThomaH Edward, the shtwinnker naturalist of 
Aberdeen, relates many advenlures he had during 
his noeturnal exphirntiuns with weaM^ls, polet’iilH, 
badgei^, owls, riilH, etc., in whhdi these emitures 
showed astonishing bohlness and mnlaeity. On one 
oeeasiem, a weasel aetually attaeketl fiim; on an- 
other, a polecat miule n*peatc'd ntleiiipts to lake a 
iTumr-hen front the hreast pocket of his tnat whilt' 
be was trying to sleep. On still am^tlu r oec'asion, 
while he was taking a iiaji, an owl mhbed him <»f 
a mouse which he wished to take hom<* alive, and 
which was tied bv a Mlritm to tiis widHteoiit Ho 



jsiiy.'s IK! iiufs put iiLs wiiiKiii^-sLurK iiiio uk; rriouin or 
a fox just aroused from lus lair, and the fox worried 
the stick and look it away with him, Ou(!C, in 
descending a precipic'e, he cornered two foxes upon 
a slielf of rocks, wln'u the brutes growled at him 
and showed their teelli tlireatcningly. As he let 
himself down to kick them out of his way, they 
bolted uj) tlie pre(*ipi(‘e over his person. Along the 
S<‘oU.isli coast, crows hi’eak open shell-lish by carry- 
ing tliem high in the air and letting them drop 
upon the rocks. ''Iliis is about as thoughtful a pro- 
ceeding as that of certain birds of South Afn<‘a, 
wlu<'h fly amid the clouds of migrating locusts and 
clip off the wings of the insecds with their sliarp 
beaks, (causing them to fall to the ground, where 
they are devoured at leisure. Among the High- 
lauds, tlie eagles live upon hares and young lambs; 
when the shepherds kill the eagles, the hares in- 
crease so fast that they eat up all tlio grass, and 
the flocks still suffer, 

''rile scenes along the coast of S(‘otland during the 
lieiTing fishing, us described by ('harle.s St. John 
in his “ Natural History and Sport in Moray,’’ are 
(‘luirac’terisUe, The herrings ajipear in innumerable 
shoals, and are ])ursued by tens of thousands of 
l)ir<ls in tlie air, and by the hosts of their enemies 
of the deep. Salmon and dog-fish prey u])on them 
from beneath; gulls, gaunets, cormorants, and solan 
geese prey upon them from above; while the fisher^ 


hy Ihr luillinri. Thr liinln jthiiip* mu\ the 

nieii slitnil nru! lalinr* the ^vn isemereil with hrciken 
niul winnitled (inh, the sh«ite e\ha!r^ the edur of the 
<Ieeayhj|' (drnh uhieh uImj nttraets the htnls uimI 
the veriuin: niuh altegetluT, the seeue U thnnni^hly 
ICurnpenn. Vet the lierring '^np]>ly i\uvs \u\[ fail; 
and when the 4itinlH go into lh<’ hnUn, the |ie(»jile 
Hay they (’otdain two pnrtn ii'^h to taie of \vatt‘f\ 

( hie c»f the imjst Mgniiiennt fiu’ln I oliserveil while 
in Knghuul lunl Seutlantl \\m the ntnnher of eggs in 
the hirdn' iieHts, The first nest t suw\ wUieh wan 
iliat of the meadow pipit, liehi si\ eggs; the nee™ 
oruh whieh was that of tlie willow warhler, (’on- 
taimnl Heven, Are these British birds, then, I said, 
like the ptniple, really more prolifie tlum <nir tnvn ? 
Such is, imdouhiedly, tin* fart, 'rin' nents I had 
oliHerved were not exceptional; and when a hoy 
told me he knew of a wnndn nest witli twenty^ 
Bix egg?! in it, I was half iiu'limsl to lu‘lit*ve him. 
The eommcm BniinU wren, wlncdi is iu*nrly identi- 
cal wdth our winter wren, tdten tloes lay \ipward cjf 
twenty eggs, while ours lays live or six, long- 

tailed titmouHe InvH from ten to twelve* eggs; the 
mawh tit, from eight to ten; the great tit. from six 
to nine; the bhiedionnefc, from six to eighteen; the 
wryneck, often an many m ten; the nuthatc h, nevc'n; 
tire brown crtH*per, nine; the kinglet, eight; the 
robin, ieveni the flyealeher, eight ; and so on, — all, 
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responding species in this country. The highest 
number of eggs of the majority of our birds is 
five ; some of the wrens and creepers and titmir-^. 
produce six, or even more; but as a rule one 
only three or four eggs in the nests of our commox. 
birds. Our quail seems to produce more eggs than 
the European species, and our swift more. 

Then this superabundance of eggs is protected 
by such warm and compact nests. The nest of the 
willow warbler, to which I have referred, is a kind 
of thatched cottage upholstered with feathers. It 
is placed upon the ground, and is dome-shaped, like 
that of our meadow mouse, the entrance being on 
the side. The chaffinch, the most abundant and 
universal of the British birds, builds a nest in the 
white thorn that is a marvel of compactness and 
neatness. It is made mainly of fine moss and 
wool. The nest of Jenny Wren, with its dozen or 
more of eggs, is too perfect for art, and too cun- 
ning for nature. Those I saw were placed amid 
the roots of trees on a steep bank by the roadside. 
You behold a mass of fine green moss set in an 
irregular framework of roots, with a round hole in 
the middle of it. As far in as your finger can reach, 
it is exquisitely soft and delicately modeled. When 
removed from its place, it is a large mass of moss 
with the nest at the heart of it. 

Then add to these things the comparative immu- 
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nity fnmi tlu' iiiniu" thai hrsrt ih.* ru^sts of 

owr UmU, tlauit^'rs fr<»iii M|uirrt‘ls, suakt's, crows, 
owls, weasels, i'Ic., aa<l fri»m vioh*ol siorrus and 
icmjvcsts, anil one can i[nickly mh* why I la* Brit- 
ish Innls thrive ami aUmiiul, There is a ehaf- 
fineh for every tnss and a rook and a stnrlin^^ for 
every s(|iuire roil of I'roniid. I think thert* would 
he .still !norc starlings if they esndd tind plai’es to 
hnild, hnt vxvry availahle s|H>t is oetaipied; ewery 
hole in a wall, or tower, nr tns\ or stump; every 
niche nUuut the farm hnihlings ; every throat of the 
grinning gargoylt*s nlimd f lu* old churches and ealhe** 
druls ; every vrmniy in towers and stiH'plen and 
castle parapet, and the namth of every raiti spout 
and glitter in which they eau timl n lodgment. 

Idle ruiiiH of the old c*nstles jiiford n hurhor to 
many inpeeies, llie most iiolit*<*ahle of which art* spar- 
rows, .starlings, tlovcs, ami swaUnwH. Uoclu'ster 
(dvstle, the main tower or eilntlel of which is yet in 
a gtKHl .stale of prcHervivtiou, is one vast tiove t’ote. 
The woman in charge* tokl me then* were I hen ahoul 
six huruln*d dines (lu*re. d'hey w!iilem*il the* air 
as they (lew and circled iihout. From time to time 
they are killed tdf iiiul sent to market. At sun- 
down, after the tloves hatl gone to rtiost, tlic swift.s 
appeared, Hcekirig end Ihtnr (*raniut*s. I’or a ft’W 
moments the air was dark with 11 h*iii. 

I.rtK>k also at the rooks, 'Vlwy follow t!u* ph>wmen 



The four-and-twenty blackbirds baked in a pie, and 
set before the kiup;, of Ihc nursery i*hymc, were 
very likely foiir~au<l-tvv<inly yoiuip^ rooks. Rook- 
pie is a nalioiial dish, and it would seem as, if the 
yoiinfj; birds ar(^ slaughtered in sufficient numbers to 
exterminate the species in a few years. But they 
have to be la^pt under, like the rabbits; inasmuch 
as they do not emigrate, like the people. I had 
lu^ard vagiu'ly that our British cousins esehewed all 
])ie ex(‘('pt rook-pie, but I did not fully realize the 
fa(‘t till I saw llu*m shooting the young birds and 
shipping I hem to market. A rookery in one's grove 
or sliade-trees maybe (juite a source of profit. The 
young birds are killed just l)cforc they arc able to 
fly, and when ilu^y first venture upon the outer rim 
of the nest or perch upon the near branches. I 
witnessed this (‘liicken-killing in a rookery on the 
hanks of the Doom Idic ruins of an old castle 
crowned the lunght overgrown with forest trees. In 
these trees the roolcs nested, much after the fashion 
of our wild pigeons. A young man with a rifle 
was having a little sport by shooting tlie young 
rooks for the gamekeeper. There appeared to be 
few(;r than a liimdred nests, and yet I was told that 
as many as thirty dozen young rooks had been sliot 
there that season. During the firing the parent 
birds circle high aloft, uttering their distressed 
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tlu' nesls; ihtn arr plaml far «ai{ u|mij ilu* hraiidu's 
Hf'Vrral lu|,»r!hri\ shtiu in*! as lar‘!r d(*nsc‘ niasstvs 
nf slicks ninl {vvi‘!s, ^ car after \(*ar flu* yemn^^ are 
kilksl, lunl yt'l tlic rtu^kt'rv is nevt ulmiulnntMk nnr 
till* okl hinls {liscnura|.!c{k It is Iti he* aelik'd that 
this spccitN nut Ilu* cnrrltm rv(i\\\ like nurs, 
thiHigh st> chist'ly reset uhlini.^ it itt appennituv. It 
pieks np its Htih.sist<‘nee ahntit the ftt'hls, anti is nnt 
cuiisidertHl ati tnit‘leHU htnk 'I'he British earrinn 
ennv is a luneh nture run' sprt‘it*s. It is a slnai^t 
fit'rc’c hirtk anti often attacks juitl kills yuiutf! Innths 
or ruhhils. 

What is inie of the hinls is tnu' t»f llu^ ralthilH, 
and prnhahly of tlu' <jtht*r snndler nniinnls. M'ha 
British rnhhit hreetls sevtai tinics a yean ntul usnully 
tmalnoes eight ytatng at a litter; while, so far as 
1 have ohservetk the corresponding sptsnt's in this 
ctnintry hrecds not tnon* than t\vict\ pnidiiciiig from 
three to fotir ytning. 'rhe \vi*stern gray ralihii is 
snld to jmidinv three t»r hair hroods a year tjf 
fcnir to six young* It is cuhadattsi that in Kngland 
a pair t'f rahhiis will, in the emirM* of fotir years, 
multiply tti one millam two hnndrt*tl and fifty 
thousand. If uuche(‘ked for tnu» sensoru this game 
would eat the fanners up* In the jmrks of (he 
Duke of nnnillltJiu the rnhhits were ho numerous 
that I think one might have fired a gun at random 
with lus eyes elused and kmH’keil them over. 'I'liey 


blown by Iho wind, ^riioir cotton tails twinkled 
thickcM* iluiu fireflies in our suninier ni^lit. In the 
Highlands, when' I.Iumv. were (uilLivated lands, and 
in various oilier jiarls of Kngland and Scotland llnit 
1 visited, they were more abundant than chipmunks 
in our beeclum woods, ^ilie revenue derived from 
the sale of (he f»;round f?anie on some estates is an 
iniporlant item. The rabbits are slaughtered in un- 
told ninnbers Ihronghmit llie island. They shoot 
Ihein, mid hunt them wilh ferrets, and eateli them 
in nets and guns and snares, and they are tlie prin- 
eipnJ game of (he poaclier, and yet the land is alive 
with Iheni. Thirty million skins are used iij) an- 
nually in (Jreat Hritain, besides several million bare 
skins, d'he ftir is used for slufling be(ls» and is 
also nuide into yarn and elolh. 

Hut llie (Colorado lieetle is our own, and it shows 
many of llie hhiropean virtues. It is sudidently 
prolific* and persistent to satisfy any standard; but 
we eannot ('laim ^dl the (|unlilie.s for it till it has 
(‘rossed the AUanlu* and established itself on the 
other side. 

Tlu're are oIIkt forms of life iu whieli we surpass 
the mol her country. 1 did not hem* the voice of 
frog or load while* I was in ICngland. Their marshes 
were* silent ; their sinnmer nights we're voie*elc*ss. 
I longc*el for the multitudinous c’horus of my own 
bog; for the liny silver bells of our hylas, the long- 


luid thr tlnuuN. krtfh* aiitl hn^s, of our pdiul 

'rindr NV(»rltt, t<MJ, U far lu'hitul (»ur.s; 

no fidilling uo jnirrii^^ trt‘r (’Hcktls, 

nnHcra[nn|^ katydids, nti whirriti^^ c-iouilns; nn sounds 
fnaii any cd (lu*st* s<iiirc‘(*H hy tut’iitlow nr grdvc\ hv 
night nr day* that I could wvr Iu*iir. \Vt' have a 
large on’hestrn nf insert imisicdans, ranging from 
that tiny perfuriner that jm‘ks the strings of hi.s 
inHlnnnent so daintily in tin* stiniiuer twilight » to 
the shrill ami pierring rrrsrtaido of tin* harvc’sl fly. 
A ynung Englishman wln» lunl tnivrhal over lliin 
eounlry tedd me lie tlnnight we had the nnisIeMt 
natim* in the wrirhk Knglisli nihlsummer nature 
is the either exirtune nf stillness. 'I1n* long iwillght 
in unbroken liy ii Houmh unlesn in phiees hy the 
**elanging riMikery/* Hie British bumblebee, a 
hairy, aluiri-wiUHted fellow, has the same soft, lueb 
low hnsH m our native Iuh*, and his habits appear 
mueli the same, exc*«*pt that he ran stand the cold 
and the wet niucdi lietter (I used to see them very 
lively after sundown, when I was shivering with 
my overeoat on), and digs his own hole Hk(‘ the 
rabbit, whieh ours tlcH*H not, Sitting in the woods 
one (lay, a Immhlehee alighted near rm* on the 
ground, and, neraping away the Hurfac’e nunild, 
began to bite and dig his way into the (*nrth, “ a 
true Britisher, able to dig his own hole. 

In the matter of aquirnd life, too, we are far 


squirrels, to say nothing or gray squirrels, flying 
squirrels, and chipmunks, within half a mile of ray 
house than in any county in England. In all ray 
loitering and prying about the woods and groves 
there, I saw but two squirrels. The species is larger 
than ours, longer and softer furred, and appears to 
have little of the snickering, frisking, attitudinizing 
manner of the American species. But England is 
the paradise of snails. The trail of the snail is 
over all. I have counted a dozen on the bole of a 
single tree. I have seen them hanging to the bushes 
and hedges like fruit. I heard a lady complain 
that they got into the kitchen, crawling about by 
night and hiding by day, and baffling her efforts 
to rid herself of them. The thrushes eat them, 
breaking their shells upon a stone. They are said 
to be at times a serious pest in the garden, devour- 
ing the young plants at night. When did the Amer- 
ican snail devour anything, except, perhaps, now 
and then a strawberry ? The bird or other creature 
that feeds on the large black snail of Britain, if 
such there be, need never go hungry, for I saw these 
snails even on the tops of mountains. 

The same opulence of life that characterizes the 
animal world in England characterizes the vegeta- 
ble. I was especially struck, not so much with the 
Variety of wild flowers, as with their numbers and 
wide distribution. The ox-eye daisy and the but- 
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toroii]) arc puid suinpIcH of iho f(*<‘un(lily of most 
Kuropoaii plants. 'I'lu' foxglove*, llu* (•oni-po]>p\% 
tho spmhvoU, llu* wild hyac-inth, llu* primrosv, Iluj 
vari(»us v<*l<‘li(‘s. and (»(h(*rN grow in m'arly llu* sanio 
profusioiu "I'lu* n>rg(*t nu* n(»t is wry comnioin and 
tho litllo daisy is mairly as nnivt'rsal as llu* grass. 
Indoesh as I luivo alroady staUsl in anoiln*r oiiupior, 
luairly all llu* BHlisli wild flowt*rs .sot'inod to grow 
in tho open tnannor and in tlu* samo almndanoo 
us onr gohh'urods and purph* astiTs. 'riuw slaiw 
no shyiH'ss, no wildnoss. Naliiro is not stingy of 
thoin» Inil (ills hor lap with ouoh in its turn, llaro 
and doli(‘ato plants, like* onr arlmtus, ot*rtain of oiir 
orchids and violets, that hide* in the woods, atul aro 
very fastidious and r(*striott*(l in ihoir range*, ))roha- 
hly have no parallel in Kngland. "Hie island is 
small, is wtdl asst^Ht'd and eompaottsl, and is thor- 
oughly homogi'rusms in its seal and {•Hnuite : the 
conditions of field and f(»rc*st ami stnaiin that t*\isL 
have long ('xislotl; a M'tilcd pormamaicc and c(pu- 
poise* pr<*vail; (*V(‘ry (*reatun' has foiiml its place*, 
every plant its henne. "Ilu’re* are* no lu'W e*x|)('ri“ 
ments le> he inude, no mnv risks tei he run; life in 
all its forms is e*stahlished. ami its curre*nl main- 
tains asleatly strength and ftdlne'ss that an ohs(‘rv(*r 
from our spasmodle hemisph(*re is sure tcj appre- 
ciate. 
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a SUNDAY IN CIIEYNE ROW 

I 

W FIfliE in London I took a hriglit Sunday 
afl.ernoou to visit (liolsca, and walk along 
(dioyne How and look upon the house in whidi 
Carlyles passed nearly tifl.y years of liis life, and in 
whi(‘h lie died. Many times 1 ])aeed to and fro. 
I had IxHMi lliere ('leveii years before, but it was on 
a <lark, rainy night, and I had brought away no 
image of llu^ slrn^et or house, "riic pla(‘e now liad 
a more hunibh^ and neglec‘te<l look than I expeeted 
to see; nolhing that suggested it had ever been the 
ubod(‘ of the foremost literary man of his time, but 
rallu’r llu' home of plain, obscure jiorscms of little 
means. Otu* wotibl Inive thought that the long res- 
idenee lluu’e of such a man as ('arlylc would have 
euhaneed llu* value of n^al estate for many s(|uares 
around, and drawn men of wealth and genius to 
that fiart of the city. '’Fhe (larlyle house was un- 
(K'cupicd, ari(b with its clos<‘d slml,t(‘rs and liKle 
pools of black sooty water standing in the bri(*k 
area in front of the basement windows, looked dead 



nearly two Inmcin'cl years <>1<K slanved no si|j;ns of 
decay. It had dotihlh'ss \viliU‘sM‘d iht* exliiu'lion 
of many lu)\iseholds iH'foir that of (!u* ('arlyles. 

My own visit lo (hat lioust' was in oiu aultnnii 
ni|Ufht in 1H71. ( arlyht was lluai si'venty six ^vars 
old, his wift* luul luH'ii <h*ad livt* years, his work 
was done, and las days wvrv piliftdly .sncl, was 
out lakini^ liis afliT dinner walk wlaai wt' arrived, 
Mr, (!onwuy and 1; nawl of his wnlkin^^ and riding, 
ii seems, was tlone after tlurk, an indiealion in itself 
of the hngganl and melunelndy franit* of mind hal)il-* 
tml to him. He prt'stadly appennsl, wrapiusl in a 
long gray coat that fell nearly to the fitjor. His 
greeting was <[uiet and grandfutherly, and that of 
a man hurdened with liis own snd thoughts, 1 
hIuiII never forged the iinprtxssittn his lurgts long, 
soft luuul made iei mine, nor the hajk t)f sorrow 
and sudVring slnmjHsl upon the ti])pe‘r part ed the 
fa<s\- sorrow mingled with yearning e‘oinpHHsIon. 
^riie eyes were hU’aml iiml filmy with tmslusl nnel 
uushedalde t<*urH. In pleasing eimtrnst to his tHiurse 
hair ami slilf, bristly, iron gray heard, was the 
fresh, delieale eoltjr that just loui’lietl his hmwu 
cheeks, like the tinge of jiindry tluit plays owr his 
own niggtal page. I ncdecl juHTtain shyness and deli 
eaey, loo, in his maimer, which lamlrHslisl iti the 
same way with what is uUt»gH*d of his rmltuiess and 
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elbow rcHliupr upon the tal)Ic, looked across to my 
(‘OTn])ani()Ti, wlio kept llie (‘oiivcrsation going. This 
aUilu(l(‘ he liardly changed during tlie two hours 
we saL llic're. How serious and concerned he looked, 
and liow sur})rising that hearty, soliloquizing sort 
of laugh whi<‘h now and then c‘amc from him as lie 
talked, nol; so much a laugh provoked by anything 
humorous in llu'. (‘onversation, as a sort of foil to 
Ills Ihonghls, as one might say, after a severe judg- 
menl, Ah, woll-a-day, what matters it!” If that 
laugli could have la^en put in his Latter-day Pam- 
j)hlels, wliere it would naturally (*omc, or in his later 
politi(*al tracts, Ihese i)uhru‘ations would have given 
much l(*ss onVns(». But tliore was amusement in 
his laugh wlum I (old him we had introduced the 
Knglisli s])arr(>w in Ammd(*a. “Introduced!” he 
repeaUul, an<l laughed again. He spoke of the bird 
as a comical little wreUdi,'* and feared wc should 
regret the ‘HrilroducUon/’ He repeated an Arab 
proverb whiidi says Solomon’s Temple was built 
amid the cliirping of ten thousand sparrows, and 
ap])lied it very humorously in the course of his talk 
to the human sparrows that always stand ready to 
chirmp and eacLlc down every great undertaking. 
He had seen a cat walk slowly along the top of a 
fence while a row of sparrows seated upon a ridge- 
board near by all pointed at lier and chattered and 
scolded, and by unanimous vote pronounced her 
this anti that, bnf; the cat went on her wav all the 



name. i lie vermet <u majtirmeH was nut always 
very funuidubltN hmvevtT nnniniuuuH* 

A inununu'ul had n*rrnlly hrun t'rtH'lud tu ScuU 
in Kdinlnirglu and hr had hrc'U a>.krd tu tukr part 
in Hutur attendant eerenuniy. Hut he hud rrfusrd 
pereinplurily* If the nn^^rl ( inhrirl luul sununnurd 
me* 1 vvuuhl nut have gonr/* he Hiud. It vva.s loo 
Houn to eretd a inunnincad lu Seutt* Ltd Ihtnii wait 
a hundred yrnrH and mh* huw they feel nhuul it 
then. lie hutl never met Se«dl: the nearest he had 
etmie in it was uiua' when he was the hearer t>f a 
ineHsape tu liirn frtini (hadlu*; he had rnn|( at his 
dour with some trepidatiiau and was reluncHl when 
told that the great man was <mt. Not long after- 
wards he hatl a glimpse of him while Hlmnling in 
the Htreets of Falinlmrgh. lie saw a hirgt^ wagon 
coming* drawn hy several Imrses* ami eontnining a 
grt'ai many ptn^jihs and then* in tin* mitlst t»f I hem* 
full of talk and hilnrily like a great hoy* sat vSeuli. 
('arlyle luul ret*enily returned fnan his annual visit 
to Seuthuuh and was full of sad and temh'r memo- 
ries of his native land, lie was a man in whom 
every heatiUful thing awakened rnelaindnily thoughts, 
lie spoke of the bltKUiung hiHses nml the (Towds of 
young people lie had HtH*n tm tin* streets of some 
northern elty, Aberdeen, I think* m having filled 
him with sadness; a kind of Immesiekness of the 
soul was upon him, and deep(*m*d with age* a 
soliharv anrl fi. IhmI. 


ivs 1 wiujvi’d V Iioyne now tiiat summer {Sunday 
my eye r(‘sl(‘<l ngaiii and again upon those three 
Slone sleps that led up to the humhlc door, each 
liollow(‘d out hy llie attrilioii of tlio human foot, 
tlu‘ middle oik', when^ the force of the footfall 
would h(' greatest, most deejdy worn of all, — worn 
by hundreds of fiuuous feet, and many, many more 
not famous. N(‘arly every notable literary man of 
the eeulury, both of Kugland and America, had 
trod (host* st(‘pH, Mmerson's foot had left its mark 
tlunr, if om* <’oiiI(l have seen it, oiu‘e in his prime 
and agaiii in his old age, and it was perhaps of him 
I lliouglit, nnd of his new-made grave tliere under 
the piiu'S at (\)n(‘ord, tluil: summer afternoon as I 
iimsed lo nnd fro, more than of any other visitor to 
that house. Here we are shoveled together again,’’ 
Haiti Carlyle from behind Ids wife, with a lamp high 
in his hnnd, lliat October night thirty-seven years 
ago, as »lnm* opened the door to Emerson. The 
friendship, the love of those two men for each 
other, as rtwenled in Iheir published (‘orrespoudenec, 
is ou(* of llu‘ most laviuliful episodes in English 
lilernry hislory. The (‘orresponthaiec was opened 
and invited by Emerson, but as years went by it is 
plain (hat it beeiutie more and more a need and a 
solace to ( ’arlyle, 'riiere is something (|uite pathetic 
in the way In* (*lung to Emerson and entreated him 
for a fuller nnd more fretiuent evidence of Ins love. 
The New ICuglander, in some ways, appears stinted 



and narrow hesidi^ him; Curlvlr wan imu'Ji tlu^ jnoro 
lovinij; and (‘inolinnal man. Ih* had li^ss srlf (’<Hm 
placcnt’y Ihaii KnuTson, was nnirh loss stoicah and 
fc'll hirnsnlf imich m(»n» nhau‘ in llu* \vt)rld. KnuT“ 
aon was grnial nrni hnnnvidtad from ttnujxTnnu'nt 
and hnlal; ('nrlylr was wrathful ami vitu|uTativ{s 
wliilc his hnnrl was rt'ally hursting with sympa- 
thy and lovn. 'rim savagi»sl rnam prcihaldy* in the 
world in his time, wlio hud anything like* his enor- 
mous fund of tenderness and magtianiinily. He 
was full of etmtempl for the mass of mankind, Imt 
lie was (mpaUle of loving partieiilar men with a 
depth and an intensity that nnu’e than makes the 
aeetnmt good. And let me say liere that the saving 
feature alumt (’arlyle's (smteinpt, wliieh t.s sueh a 
stumhlingddoek till one" has cnirne t(» tmderstatid it, 
is its perfeet mneerity and inevitnldeness, and the 
real liumility in whieli it has its root. lit* eannot 
help it; it is genuitie, and Ims a kind of ftdieity* 
Then tliere is no rnalitm or ill will in it, hnt pity 
rather, and jaty springs fnun love. We also know 
that he is always dominated hy the inexornhle eon- 
sdenee, and that the standard hy whieh he tries men 
is the standard t)r absolute recHittide and worlhitiess. 
CDntem]>t without love and hnmilily ht^gets a sntTr- 
ing, moeking, tieriding habit tif mind, whit‘h was 
far enough from (!arlyle*s stwrowing dernmeiatitnis. 
**The quantity of sorrow he has, dtH*s it not mean 



tity of faculty and victor}^ he shall yet have ? ‘ Our 
sorrow is the inverted image of our nobleness.’ 
The depth of our despair measures what capability, 
and height of claim we have, to hope.” (Crom- 
well.) Emerson heard many responding voices, 
touched and won many hearts, but Carlyle was 
probably admired and feared more than he was 
loved, and love he needed and valued above all else. 
Hence his pathetic appeals to Emerson, the one 
man he felt sure of, the one voice that reached him 
and moved him among his contemporaries. He felt 
Emerson’s serenity and courage, and seemed to cling 
to, while he ridiculed, that New World hope that 
shone in him so brightly. 

The ship that carries the most sail is most buf- 
feted by the winds and storms. Carlyle carried 
more sail than Emerson did, and the very winds of 
the globe he confronted and opposed; the one great 
movement of the modern world, the democratic 
movement, the coming forward of the people in 
their own right, he assailed and ridiculed in a 
vocabulary the most copious and telling that was 
probably ever used, and with a concern and a seri- 
ousness most impressive. 

Much as we love and revere Emerson, and im- 
measurable as his service has been, especially to the 
younger and more penetrating minds, I think it will 
not do at all to say, as one of our critics (Mr. Sted- 
man) has lately said, that Emerson is as “ far above 



nhnve llu)Nr of thi* runttnuj.nrnrv or rvrn tiu» liin- 
U»ric‘ worlil.** Almvc liim hv otTlniiily wns* in a 
thiniim (’(iltlcr nit% Init not in fuiy svn^v that 

|>owrr t)r n fnrtluT Ills ?^yni] ail hit's 

with llu' ronorolr \vi»rlil niid hi'^ |cn|H* upon it were 
fur ]vHH than i'arlyh'''^. Ih* horo no Hin-h lainlt'rn 
lu' fought no Mioh hatllr, h.h thr Inttrr tlitl. His 
nuiHs, his vcltK’iiy, his |Huu'trntifig ponor* nro far 
k'HH. A tmntjuih high sailing* fair u t'iilhtT oloud 
in anti n mitsHivin liravv hnlru sttinn idoutl 

in Cllrlyh^ (’nrtyh' was ntnrr phioitlly souiuling 
ihv r/am‘ dupths likn Knu'rmm* Imt nhvays pouring 
and rolling ourthwartf, with %vtuth thuntlor. ruin, 
and hail. lit* rt'anhoH up to tin* Kriior^tuunn alii- 
tudi'.s, hut mddoni disports hinisrlf thorn; novor h)si\s 
hiiUHi'lf* ivH Kinorstm HtumdimoH dorn; tin* uhsorplton 
tak(*u plnt'o in tin* olht*r tlirtuditut; lit* th*HtH*inls to 
at'lual nlfnirH and rvonis with lirnH' profiptlnlion. 
Carlylr's own vortiiot, written in his journal on 
Knn'rHorr.H mHunnl visit to him in IH tH, was mindi 
to the Himu* elTeet, and, alltiwing for tin* (‘arlylenu 
exaggt*ration, was tnie, He wrote that Kmt'rson 
tlifTered m nuieh fnun himsetf a gyninoNophist 
Hitting idle on a flowery hank may thi frtuu a weiiried 
worker and wreuiU'r passing that way with many tif 
\m bones broken.’* 

All men would ehocme Emerson's fa(t% Emerstm’H 
history; how rare, how m*rt*ne, ho\v inspiring, how 



houiiuiui, now loriunuie. i imi as beiwceu these 
two fri('U(ls, our vordic't imist be that Carlyle did 
tlio more imicjue and <U(Iicult, the more heroic, 
of work. Whether the more valuable and 
imporlanl or not, it is ])(‘rha|).s too early in the day 
to say, but (‘ortuinly tJu^ more dilliciilt and mas- 
terful As an artisl, iisinji; tlio term in the largest 
sense, as (lu' master-worker iii, and shaper of, the 
(-onerebs he is immeasurably Emerson’s superior, 
khnerson’s two words were truth and beauty, which 
li(', as it were, in the same plane, and the passage 
from one to ihe other is easy; it is smooth sailing. 
(hirlyl('\s two words were Irulli and duty, which lie 
in (|nite diilerenl plam'S, and the passage between 
wbieh is sUu'p and rough, lienee the pain, the 
struggle, ihe pieturcsscjue power. Try to sliapc the 
acdual world of polili(‘s and human affairs aeeording 
to the ideal Irnlh, and see if you keep your seren- 
ity. There is a Niagara gidf between them that 
must be bridg('(l. Hut what a gripe this man bad 
upon both shores, Ihe real and the ideal ! The 
(|ualily nf aelion, of tangible j)erfornuinee, that lies 
in his works, is uni(|ue. “He has not so much 
written as spoken,” and he has not so niuc‘h spoken 
as he 1ms ac'tually wrought. He experienced, in 
eat‘h of his books, the pain and the antagonism 
of the man of ac'iion. Ills numtal mood and atti- 
tude are the same; as is also his impatierue of ab- 
stra(‘lioas, of thei>rie.s, of .subtleties, of mere words. 



IiHKTiL ( arlylc was ossrniuiily a man ol ju'lion, as 
lioUiinsolf sei'uusl lo ihitik, 'Irivtm hy fait' inlo litiT- 
aliiro. IU‘ is as real uml as I'urnest us Luther or 
(’ronnvelh anti his fainlls are tlu' sanu' in kimh Not 
the mere tuttitiKj of a thinii; satiHtios him ns it does 
ICinerson; you iinisl da \i\ hring orth‘r tmt of ehaos, 
muke the (haul alive, make the past prt'Mml, in some 
way makt' ytmr line sayings point Itn, t)r rt'sull 
in, faet. He says lla* Perennial lu’s always in the 
(■onerele. tinhlh'ly t>l’ iutelh‘el, w hieh enndu(‘ls ytai, 
“not to new elearnt'ss, hut 1<> ever mwv iihsiruHe- 
nesH, wheel within wlu*eh tlepih timler tleptli," has 
no elmrtuH for him. ** My erudite friemh tin* aslon- 
ishing inlelleet that oeeupies itself in splitting hairs, 
and not in twisting some kind of eordngt* anti elTee- 
Inal draught-taekle to takt^ the* roatl with, is not to 
me the most astonishing of inlelleels/’ 

Hmerson split no hairs, hut lu‘ tw islet I very little 
cordage for the rtmgh tlraughl htuses of tins world, 
lie tells us lo hileh our wagon to a ?4ar; and the 
star is without doubt a good sleetl, when onee fairly 
cauglit ami ImrnesHed, hut it takes an astronomer 
to catch it. The vidue of such counsel is not very 
tangible unless it awakes us tti llu* fact that evt'ry 
power of both heaven luul earili is frietuUy to a 
noble and eouragtsius aetivity. 

Carlyle wets impatient of Kmersords fine spnn 
sentences and tranHcemlental Hleight mf hand, Iu“ 

rr/wn ft lUftmimi' I lift tkiiiuh 


uiu'ivsinifT piiu.st'.s ()i inv puniisiuNi (‘orrcspoiuiencc 
bclwocMi llu'sr two aolahlo men is iUo value wJiic'h 
caeli unwillingly set upon his own melhods and 
work. Fau'h would liave Ihe oilier like lujuself. 

ICmerson wnnls Kinersonian ('plgrams from Car- 
lyhs uud (’arlyh* wauls Carlylean Ihimder from 
Muierson. Kaeh was um^onseiously liis own ideal 
'riie thing wliic’h a man's nalure calls him to do, — 
wluil el.s(‘ so wt‘ll worth doing? Certainly nothing 
else to him, hut to anotlu'r? Iliiw surely eaeli 
oiu^ of us would make our fellow over in our own 
inmge ! ('arlylc* wants ICmerson more praejicad, 
more eoneri‘le, more like liimself in short, “'riie 
vile Pythons of Ihis Miahworld do verily re(iiiire to 
have sun^arrows shot into them, and red-hot jiokers 
stu(*k through tluun, according to occasion;" do 
ihis as I am doing it, or trying to do it, and I sliall 
lik<‘ you h(‘tt(T. It is wcJl to know that nalure will 
make good compost of ihc (‘arcass of an Oliver ( hom- 
well, and produce a curt-load of turnips from the 
same; hut it is hetltw to appreciate and make the 
most of Ihe live Oliver liimself. “A faculty is in 
you for a ttoH of spiH'ch which is itstdf (wflon, an 
artistic sort, ^'ou fell ns with piercing emphasis 
that man's soul is great; lihow us a great soul of a 
man, In some work symbolic of such; this is tlie 
seal of such a nnsssage, and you will feel by and by 
that you an' (*alli‘d to do this. I long to see some 
eonerele "Phing, some Kvent, Man's Hope, Amcri- 



;*{ui romsi, or oi \ rt'anon. uus I'jikt- 

Kon lovt's and Uiiralfrs at* \st‘ll /warr.vrja/ r^/, (!(»» 
pictod hy iMucrsoru with llu* life* tif Minars<ni 

and (*nsl forth front hint, tluai in li\t' hy itst'lf." 
Afonin: “ I will havo all thin*^ ctJUihaiNf thrins(*lvc.s, 
Itikn shapt* and hody» if thrv arc to hiivo niy sym^ 
palhy; I havt* a htHltf niv'^rlf; iti (hr hrown had* 
Hjjort of the Anhttnn wuuIh, 1 liutl what ttau-ks all 
projthrsyin|;^s* cwrii Htdtnwv ou(*h.‘* "Alas* it is s<t 
ousy Ut HtTt’W (uta's salf ttp into hi**:h tunl ovrn 
hifijhar altiludi's ttf 'rrun^oaiulinttalisnu and ms* tnj» 
Ihitt^ \nulrr ona h\U tha rvrilnstin^^ siiowh tsf !lint« 
malnynh, thi' Knrtli shrinkinji^ in n IMnnrt. and tlu' 
indi|j;n lirmnnuaii sowing itsrlf with tluyliglit stars; 
aasy for yon. for nta; hut whilltar dof*s it loud? I 
dread always, to inanity and nu*ro injuring of the 
lungs!” With intjrt' of tin* same sort, 

On llie other hunt!, hhnersoii twitlenily tires of 
Carlyle's long windtal heroics. Ho wtaild have him 
give us the gist of the matter in n few sontfun-es, 
(Vemale yotir hemes, he Htuuns It) say; got all this 
guH and water out of them, nnct gi\«* tis tin* hand 
ful of lime and iron of whirh then are otnnposod. 
lie hungered for the* “cu'utral motmsylhihlos “ Ho 
praises Crminvcdl and Frederiek. yc’t says in his 
friend, “that hook will nett i'oiiie wliioh I nmst 
wish to read, namely, the eulletl rt*sults, tin* t|ttin 
tessanee of private eonvieti«au a liiirr vrn'iah\^, a 
few senteneas. hints of the final nionil vott tlrt^w 



from so much penetrating inquest into past and 
present men.” 

This is highly characteristic of Emerson; his bid 
for the quintessence of things. He was always 
impatient of creative imaginative works ; w^ould sub- 
lunate or evaporate them in a hurry. Give him 
the pith of the matter, the net result in the most 
pungent words. It must still be picture and para- 
ble, but in a sort of disembodied or potential state. 
He fed on the marrow of Shakespeare’s sentences, 
and apparently cared little for his marvelous charac- 
terizations. One is reminded of the child’s riddle: 
Under the hill there is a mill, in the mill there is 
a chest, in the chest there is a till, in the till there 
is a phial, in the phial there is a drop I would not 
give for all the world. Tliis drop Emerson would 
have. Keep or omit the chest and the mill and 
all that circumlocution, and give him the precious 
essence. But the artistic or creative mind does not 
want things thus abridged, — does not want the 
universe reduced to an epigram. Carlyle wants an 
actual flesh-and-blood hero, and, what is more, wants 
him immersed head and ears in the actual affairs of 
this world. 

Those who seek to explain Carlyle on the ground 
of his humble origin shoot wide of the mark. 
"‘Merely a peasant with a glorified intellect,” says 
a certain irate female masquerading as the Day of 
Judgment.” 


It se(‘nH to luo i arIvU' wuh us lift It* <u u |)(*uh- 
ant ns any man of his tinn*. a man without one 
jH*asuni trait t^r pntfliv ity» n rt‘‘^ul luid dtnuinuling 
mum 'Mtiokin^/* as he snitl of one t>f his own hooks, 
*‘kin|^ ami in the fats* with an intliirerence 

of hrijtht‘rlnHMl ami an imliffereme of tsuiftanpL’* 
'I'ln* two marks tif the iHsisaut an* stoliciity mid 
ahjeetness; he is dnll and ln*n\y, ami he ilare not 
say his stud is his oum Ntt man e%t*r so hustled 
aiul jostletl tithsl tUi^niinries, ami madt* ilu*m toe 
tlu* mark, as tliti (‘rirhlt*. It was not men*ly that 
his inlellec’t was towerinic i it was also hi-i elmrneter, 
hiH walk his standard of manhood, that was lower- 
lie bowed to the hero, to vidtm and personal 
worth, never ti» titles or eoiivetilions. d'lu* virluen 
and tpmlities of his yeoiimu iuu*estrv were in him 
without doubt; his power «if npplieatiim, tin* sjurit 
of toil that possessisl him, liis frn^tnl. self rlenying 
hahitH, earne from his family and rac*e, 1ml these 
are not |reasnnt traits, hut heroie traits, A f’c*rtain 
eoarneneHs of tihre Ite tiad idso, together w it ti^^rent 
delieaey and Hmisilulity. hut these again In* slmrea 
with all Mtnjng first el ass men. Vou ennnot get such 
histories m **(>omweir’ ami Freilerh k*' out of 
poUnhed titirmirnn ; you must have a man of tlie 
aame heroic* fibre, of the snine inevpugnaldenesM of 
mind and purpose. Not cnen was Fnu'rsori ade- 
quate to mieh a task; he was fme enough and high 

iitif wnu rtf'll! 


enough, llie ^(‘holarly part of Carlyle’s work is 
nearly always Ihrown in tlu^ sliado by the manly 
})arl;, the original radiuvss and personal intensity of 
the writer. He is not in the least veiled or liidden 
by his literary vestments. He is rather hampered 
by them, and his sturdy Annamhile ehariieter often 
breaks Ihrongh them in the most surprising manner. 
His (‘onUunporaries soon discovered that if licrc was 
a grea,t wri((M\ lu're was also a great man, come not 
merely to paint their ])ielnre, but to judge them, to 
weigh them in the balance. He is eminoiitly an 
artist, an<l y('l it is not the arlisii(* or literary im- 
pulse that li(\s at the bottom of liis %vorks, but 
a moral, human, emotional im])ulse and attraction, 
— - the impulse of jiisliee, of veracity, or of sympa- 
thy and love. 

What love of work well done, what love of gen- 
uine leadership, of devotion to duty, of mastery of 
alTairs, in fa.(‘t, what love of man pure and simple, 
lies at tile bottom of “ Frederick,” lies at the bot- 
tom of '‘OornwoU”! Here is not the disinterest- 
edness of Bhakespeare, here is not the Hellenic 
flexibility of mind and scientific impartiality Mr. 
Arnold demands : here is espousal, here is vindica- 
tion, liere is the moral bias of llie nineteenth cen- 
tury. But here also is realily, here is the creative 
touch, here are men and things made alive again, 
palpable to the nnder.standing and enli(‘ing to the 
imaLunation. Of all histories that have fallen into 



niy liiituK, Frt*f|t*rit k ** 5^ tin* uuM \ ita! uihI mil, 
If thr 1*111^*111 %%vrv hjtlf <*iitrrlniuin^^ I 

frnr 1 Hlmtili! n*in! littlr rlM\ Hh* ptiHrai! paiuliii^^ 
\s liki* that tif tlrjiiihriituit ; tht* i*vr fur Imttlrs uml 
hiittlr iu’hh U Itkr tluit uf \n}Hil<*t»u, <»r Fn^lrrit’k 
till* uf nn%l thr M'pHmtin|^y 

c»r tlu^ faKr fruru Ihr triir, h* that tif tin* ninsl pa» 
tknil luul IiilHulntiH Hfirtirr; tin* i|rM*rip!iv(* pna« 
»HngrM itrt* rtptiili’fl In iIimh* uf nu t»tlu*r nuin; wliila 
the \vcsrk m n uhf»li\ Kiurr a»ii ii 

tiirui Unw f«»r \U taurnl Vfnlirt. nn iUv tarn luul 
tmtitam lual nf jhuiIitii It in to 

he mal h»r tN hnar^t hi^ttiry ; it ta hr rrntl fur 
Hh inrxhiiUHtihlr wit iiinl humisr ; it i^ fu hr rtnul 
hir itH |MM:«tir firr, ftur ih frlirifirn tif ^^tylr, fctr iU 
Imnlrn uf liutiiiui HVinpiithy nuit <*llhrh iin \\vt%m* 
nn<l ?4iiaiilHtiu|’: innrnl jiiilginraiH. All 
Cnrlylr^H hi^turir^ hiivr thr ipiirk, prurtmliii^' 
gliuifa*. thiit Ntnikr uf the «nr. thr krrurh .Huy» 
thfit InvH thr u[H»n tn thi* hrnrt. Hr did 

nut write in the uld wny tif ii tupu|^ntphif*al Ntirvey 
uf the nnrfiii'e* Iuh Kreueh ItevultUitm U mure 
like II trmiHverHe mndinn; tnure like n 
map thnn like n gtHjgrnpherN ; the tleptlin nrr laid 
upen; the iihvHM viiwuh; the er»*^nde iind lirrH 

forth and hee«»iue vinihle and real. It wm 
thw jMnver tu delacdi nnti di*«!uc’ate tltin|<^ and pne 
jeel them ugairiHt tlie light tif ii tieree and lurid 



(k'licitnil 111 Ui(* historic’ul seus(\ Iho scMist^ of (U^vcl- 
opnuMil, and of (’om|)(‘nsalion ia hisloty ; bill in 
vivitln(‘ss of a|»}>n‘lu*rision of nuai and avtails, and 
])(>\v<*r of porlraituro. lu* is uadouhh'dly wilhoal a 
rival, ‘‘d'liosi' d<*vouria|^ oyrs and ihal porlniyiufj; 
luind/* ICnirrson says, 

Hios(» wlio (‘outruol llunr viaw of Carlyle till they 
see only his faults do a viuy unwise lliin^. Nearly 
all Ins ^n'ul trails lmvt‘ llu*ir slnulows, llis power 
of ehuraelt'ri/.aiion sonu‘linu‘s hnaiks away into eari- 
euture; Ids ('oniinand of tlu’ pietur(*s(|U(‘ 1(*h<1s him 
into th(‘ ^roles{|ue; Ids ('lotpuail d(‘nnneiatiou at 
limes heeonu's vilupcTution ; Ids rnarvt'lous powcT 
to nanu' Ihiu/^s d(‘]ir<*mTHl4*s inlo oulra/^^c'ons niek- 
nannii^; his stri'andu^^ Iiuinor, whic*Iu as Kiuersou 
said, duals every ol>jta*i he looks upoiu is not, frt‘e 
from streaks of llu» most ernhhed, hidedMaind ill- 
humor. Nearly every page has a fringe of these 
things, ami st)im‘linu*s a pretty hroad om\ hut they 
arc* ly no mt*HUs the main matter, and ofU'ii lend an 
additional inlt‘rt*sl. 'Tlu* great p(*rsonag(‘s, the grtail; 
evcaits, art* rievc*r cairieulured, though pninlcsl with 
li hold, free hand, hut llu're is in the border of the 
]>ieture all manner of impish and grolestpie stroke's. 
In ** hVederiek thc^re is a whole st'ric»s of sc'eondary 
men and iiu’idenls that are (ou(*Iu*d off with (he hand 
of a mustcT (‘aric’aturisl. Some pcs’uliarily <>f fealun* 
or manner is seiml upon, mngnifuah and made 



t«i tin* S<‘ri>tHl h fish t*\rs nuil 

h*|C» hati M«\. ]»*lr iiasfrr^H nf (hn^rp* tha 

Fir^t ; nur tha (V.iirinn*'^ liiiC ht! rlirc-k ; nor jujor 
llruhl “vniurit nf hnmiut rhitltr-s hur^rn/* with his 
t\vi»lv<* lHilnr’4 im«i hi*4 tlim* laiiulrrtl nufl M\ty-liva 
hijits uf clnthan; iiur ’‘tin* tliliijittlnUHl 

strung,’* with his tlirnr hninlr«*it uiul fifty fntir has** 
turds. Ntw run ituy tvudrr uf tlin! wuik rvrr furgnt 
" dnukins* Fnr,“ thr juun* friu ltuii nn car (tf an 
Isugli^h HHih*r ufF tuy tlir Sjauiinnls, and hare 

nifuh* tn stand fur a wh<4r uf hi‘4uri*’id I’vniiis. 

Iinlmk this Hinrrrd riir hwaiiH tiji till it huruinrs like 
II sign in tln^ ^luliin* «»f Ihusn tilings* lli*4 |vuHrnil tif 
tlii* I'Vnnrh {irniy, whiuli hu nilh tin" I )iiu|»hinoss, 
is unftirguliihlr, ittal h in tin* uf his his- 

temi’id c*nrif’iUum It tnnkuH its r\tt u\rr Ihn llhiue 
hi'ftirt* Duke FnrdiimruU “nnirh in rags, nnirh in 
distmlnr, in UTmr, and hm* find thnrr aliruiHl in 
<h*Hjmir, winging thair wiiy like c hnnls uf dragglnd 
jumltry ruugUt hy a miistitf in thr rum* Amms 
Wiwr, arruss Kins, fnudly nrrun^ thr lUiinr itnt'lf, 
iwwy friithrr ctf tlu*m. thrir lung drawn rarkle, 
of ft Hhrirky tyjH% filling nil iiitturr in llius^^ luunths/* 
A gmai siiinph* uf thr grut«4,st|nr in <*arlili% jnislird 
to the* hist limit, iirui jH*rhfi|iH ii littlr hrvmnk is in 
this picHim* uf thr (’*/«rina of llussia, slirrrtl itji to 
flrrlarr wtir iigiuiisl Fftslrrii’k hy \m Anstrian rru*- 
mieij ^‘Bombarded with cninninglv tkniml fabri- 


oalioiiH. (‘V('ry wind fwKhtcd for lior with phantas- 
mal rumors, no ray of <lir('ct daylight visiting the 
poor S<>vor<>ign Woman; m-Iio is laxy, not malignant, 
if slu' could avoid it; mainly a mass of esurient oil, 
with alkali on tin' hack of alkali poured in, at this 
rale for ten years past, till, l)y pouring and by stir- 
ring. they gel h<>r to the slate of map and froth.” 

Carlyle ha<l a narrow escape from being the most 
formidable Idackgmml the world had ever seen; 
was. imleed, in eerlain moods, a kind of divine 
blackguard, — a purges! and pious Rabelais, who 
could In'spatter the devil with more teHing epithets 
than any other man who ev(>r lived. What a tongue, 
what a vocabidarv! He fairly oxidizes, burns up, 
the object of his opprobrium, in the stream of caustic 
epithets he turns upon it. He had a low opinion 
of lht> cotd(‘mi)orari(>s of Frederick and Voltaire: 
they were "mere cplu-mera ; contemporary eaters, 
scramblers for provender, talkers of acceptable 
liearsay ; and n'lated merely to the butteries and 
wiggcri<’s of their lime, and not related to the Pe- 
rcnnialities at all, as these two were.” He did not 
have to go very far from honu: for .some of the linea- 
ments of Voltaire's portrait: “He had, if no big 
gloomy devil in him among the bright angels that 
were there, a imdlilude of ravening, tumultuary 
im|)s, or little devils, very ill-chaincd, and was 
halged, lu' and his restless little devils, in a skin far 



wiiVM II kiln! i»f rk'niuu-^H in it* tjTtjd iu 

tluHiirv.** Kt|Uii!l\ i*riiniuil nis»l frlirituu^ is the 
“ iilluHiunuus \ “ \Usirh li«^ n 4Til»i*s to the 

Wi'lfs. XinvHjiiijH»r inrii hmr iir^-rr fiU'given liiin 
for «’iiIIiog Uioto tlio inuvitvrr i»f Miiiomi;** 
iuul iutr C’ltiholir Urrthron vnn lionity rt‘!i 4i lus ref* 
ort'nrt* tt» thr rotisolitlsnUH ihr iUHis ilrnl oltl It) 
tlu‘ sirk IIS *' jioisntiril giu|^orkrt'‘iMl.** In ** Freder- 
ic'k" firu* ri»uH*s tt|nin li j«hrnsrH n-* ** milk fnrtsl,'^ 
‘'hoiukroll ”hriny j»i}4f rlny a 

JiiiiitriK «hf«*l»rii$r kiiol iif jiirty/‘ 

HiUHo wtm |H*rsisl in tniug C^irliU* n phikiso 
pli«*r iiml Uiiui of iilriis mis'^ hi, jiurffork lie hml 
no pliiloHtiphy, iiml hiii} rhiim tu num\ «*\tTpt what 
he got fmm the CtiTliiiin mrtaplty siriiuis* viewH 
wlueh rn)|i out hm^ fiml in ‘‘SiiHor.** lie 

wiiH It {m'imhrr of riglitroii^nrsH to his grueralion* 
and fi r«‘hi)ker of its sluuns mu I irrrvrrem es, niul 
as HUell he rut deep, rut to tin* lume. luul to the 
nmrrow of the hone, 'Fhitt pierring. fig«mi/ed, pro- 
phetie* yet wtiliivl melodious ntul winsome vtiiets 
how it riHes Ifmiugh imd iihme the niulfifuitintnis 
hum ami ehitter of eonteniiHirnfv Vim es in Fnghuul, 
anti alone fulls u{M»n the ear its from out tin* primal 
depths of moriil eonvietiori iiud {wnver! He is the 
last man in the world to he redueed to a Mslem 
or tried by logieid tests. V«m miitht m well try 
to bind the aea with ehidns. His ii]i|a*al h tt) the 



power of nieulnl abstraeliou wns xiot ^reut; he could 
not (leal ill abslrucl uIcuh. When he aLiein)>led 
to stale his j)hiloHo{)Iiy» as in Ihe fra^inout called 
"'Spiriliuil Ojilics,'’ which Froude gives, he is fur 
from salisfac'lory. His malhemalical proncien<*y 
seemed lo avail him Imt little iu (he region of pure » 
ideality. His mind is precipilaled at once upon 
the concrete, upon actual ])cvsons and events, dliis 
makes him the arlist he is, as distinguished from 
the mystic and philosopher, and is perhaps (he 
basis of Kmerson’s remark, that llu're is ‘‘more 
character Ilian iat(‘llect in every sentence;” (hat is, 
more motive, more will power, more slress of eon- 
science, more that appeals to one as a living personal 
identity, wrestling with fuels and evmits, than IIhto 
is that appeals to him as a eontemplalivc philoso- 
pher. 

(hirlyh' owed everything lo his power of will ami 
lo Ins indlinehiug udluTenee to principlts He was 
in no semse a lueky man, had no good fortune, wns 
borne by no current, whh favored and lu'lpcal by no 
eireiunslanca' whatever. His life from (lie first was 
a Hlea<ly pull against both wind and tide. He con- 
fronted all Ihe eluM’ished thoughts, heliefs. Unuhm- 
eies* of his lime; he S|)unHal and Insullcd his ag(^ 
and eoiinlry. No man evcT hc^fon* pourcMl oul such 
withering scorn upon his (’onleinporuri(*s. Many of 
his political tracts arc ns blasting us llie Satires of 
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Juvennl The opinions and j>rnetifes nf his lirne.s, 
in pnliticM, religitnu and litt»mtur(‘, wert' us u sluh- 
bly, hmrnhly iield, to whirh he wnidd fain apply 
the innteh and clean the ^nmntl fnr a iinhler (Top. 
He wnuld purge and fertilize the nciil hy (ire, Uis 
attitude was one of warning and r(*Iiuking. lie was 
refused every pul)li<’ phu’e lu» ever nspinsi to» -- 
every college anti editorial chair, Ivvcwy nnin's 
liand was agaiiiMt him. He was halt'd hy the Whigs 
arid feared hy the 'Forics, He was ptjor, proiuh 
uncompromising, sanaistic ; he* was nmroscs dys- 
peptic, despondent, ctJinpassed ahratl hy dragons 
and all manner of evil metincing ftirms; in fact, the 
odds were fearfully against him, and yet he suc- 
cmled, and stteeeeded cm his cuvn terms. He fairly 
conquered the world ; yes, and thc^ liesh and the 
clevih Hut it was tme ineessant, henac struggle 
and wrestle from the first, All through his youth 
and his early nmnhciod he was nerving hiniHelf for 
the eonflict. Whenever he look counsel with him- 
self, it was to give his courage a new fillip. In his 
letters to his people, in his private journnk in nil his 
meditations, he never hwes the op]iorlunity to lake 
a new hiieh upon his restjUition. to screw Ids pur- 
pose up lighter. Not a mc»ment*s relnvalion, hut 


,7 Kv.. iv. V ■^^J I.HV xtiy vj»'j.j|, 

sircn^llu and hccoiuo positively quite worldly and 
wicked." A yea.r later he wrote: ‘‘To it, thou 
TcuKjvnichlti ! (Jird thyself! stir I struggle! for- 
ward ! forward ! Thou art bundled up here and 
tied as in a sn,(‘k. On, tlien, as in a sack race; 
running, not raging!’’ Oarlyle made no terms with 
himself nor witli others. lie would not agree to 
keep the peace; he would be the voice of absolute 
conseieiuas of absolute justice, come what come 
mighL “Woe to tlveui tliat are at case In Zion,” 
he onc'o said to John Sterling. The stern, uncom- 
promising front wln(*h he first turned to the world 
he ncw(T reJa-xed for a moment. He had his way 
willi mankind at all times ; or rather conscience 
ha,d its way with him at all times in his relations 
with numkind. He made no selfish demands, hut 
ideal demands. JedVios, seeing Ins attitude and 
his earnestness in it, despaired of him; lie looked 
upon him as a man hutting liis head against a stone 
wall ; lu^ never dreanuHl that the wall would give 
way Ix'fore llie head did. It was not mere obsti- 
nacy; it was not the pride of opinion: it was the 
ilumders of consciem^e, llie awful voice of Sinai, 
within lurn; he (Umd not <lo otherwise. 

A selfish or self-seeking man Clarlyle in no sense 
was, though it has so often been (*harged upon 
him. He was the Yi<‘tim of his own genius; and ho 
made others its victims, not of his selfishness. This 




h' 

Uuin lluit t»f u%n iiitHlmt snaii Hr uinlrr iU 

lii^ii iiti4 fintu lir'4 !m la-*!. Uul Ihr unlrh^ 

%vnr«l nf hr» lift* r«'iaUH iiitinn. 

flriiiaL mills'll lir Ir'Hrsirsi CrMin Hi-'i ilnuiai 

<!itt jHr4%.r*'i’4 him I«uf tloisiiaalrtl and 

clmvr hiiia 

Otir m'uiilil n.-^ iirtnatr Sf. SiiHr«»ti 

thirty yriir^ iit lli«* Inp Iiih jH*fsitraliat jitlhtr* tif 
S«’kiy|| lii^ mvn nal’n CMllnwiai,? hi,^ 
iHvii ikiiuHU St» Sitiirun r-rrliuiitv Inil 

hiH t»it,^* t»r |»lrii.siirt\ «*r litsiiiyifni \n imi tifnvi*rthv% 
igtii'ililr jniq«iM% hr rrrtiiiiily miri iihI. No fiiari^ 
(*iirly|t\ t*i«r of htHthn %\m n Hort of 

pillitr **f jif^nitrarr iir tniirli rslitiis «»f mhirh hr 
%vnnight atul Mtffrmh %litii fr«»iu thr murhl, 

mumndti^ if *4 iiial in 

fhH*|ir4 glrwitn iitHl rii}M*ry, liiisj mith nil 

miumrr til rrnl iind iiuisi-thiitry dniitur^ mu\ hin« 
ilnmrm Ihiritiic hi*<4 Iir4 tlir thir- 

tmi ymm fijw^ni in hi^ .%hifly it! Ihr tup i*f 
writmg ihr lihlary uf Frr4rru-k, thin 
thin ititwmril tail iifnl |'Hniitriitiiil mrrr -^nrh 

M 0li!y frlinitniw tlrv«iirr*4 hwvr %"o!urit iirsly iinpiiMnl 
U{H'ni Ihrmwlvr^. 

If C'!iir!y!r ww ** gry ill h% livr with/* hi^ ftuilhrr 
«atd» it wan nat hr w$iH Hr \\m 

a mmi^ to borrow onr of Kitirr^iaii^^ nirlv phrir^f^^t 
to iL fiirv of ** tli* nf 


neccHsiiy uss(M' 1, liinisdf; lu^ is sliol. willi groat volo- 
<'il,y; lio is kc'yod to an (^xlraonlinary pilch; and it 
■\vas lliis, (liis raging r(‘vor of individnalily, if any 
nains.hlc I rail or (pialily, railuT than anything lower 
ill (lu* s(’al(% lhal ofUsi nuido liiiu an uncoinforlahlc 
coin|)ani()n arni lU'ighhor. 

And it may Im^ said hero tliat his wife liad the 
same complaint » and had it had, the feminine form 
of il, and witlionl the vt'iil. and assuagement of it 
lhal Ikm* Inishand found in litc^ralure. Lillie won- 
d<‘r tliat, h<*lw('(*n two such peu’sons, living <•hi]<ll<^ss 
togellu‘r for forty yt^ars, (^acli assiduously cultivating 
their sensihililii^s and i(liosyn(*rasi<‘s, there should 
have IxMMi mor(‘ or l(\ss fricMion. Both sarcasti<% 
(pu(*k'wil ted, plain-spoken, slet'pless, addicted to 
morplua and hhu'-pills, m‘rv<*s all on the outside; 
the wih' without any oc’cnpation ade<|uale to Iut 
genius, the husliand toiling like HiTcules at his 
tasks and groaning much loudtT; both flouting at 
happiness ; holh magnifying tlu' petty ills of life 
into harrowing Irngedii's; both gifti'd witli “preter- 
natural intensity of sensalitin;*’ Mrs. (!. nearly 
killed hv tin* sting of a wasp; Mr. (kdriv<*n nearly 
dislra(‘l('d hy the crowing of a <’oek or the haying 
of a dog; (lie wife hotdempered, tin* Imshaml atra« 
liilnrious; om* (‘anstu*, the other arrogant ; rnarrying 
from ailmirntion rath(*r than from love (‘ouhl one 
reasomthly pr<’dict, h<*for(*hand, a vi'ry high state 


it 1m' jiinI tu hiy Ihi* hliuitr nil im thr htiHlmrict, aa 
hiiH grurmtly Ih'i u d%mv in ilii^ niM* r Mmj 
wift* wvrv tiMi iutu h lilikr, thr iiinrriup* \vn?i in no 
HiniHi* a tiuitin <»f at uti |Haut clitl the two 

miflkirtitly lunl rntiijih^iiH-ut rarh t»iher;hen(% 

thcnii^h c!r«»jily they |j«*ver to {ind 

till* imil thr ar«|ihrM'tiire in the 

hch'iHv i»f tiiH* aniifhrr that initrriai^i* Hhuiiltl hring. 
Hu\v Iwith hiul the i^rriil \irttif‘H, ituhli*ni*H*>s» gon- 
ernnity, rtiumge* deep kindlinrHH, hut neither 

uf theni had the mml\ viilur%. Hnlh ^cave way luuler 
KtiiitU aniH»ymnre?4. paltry <*iirr'^4. prity }iitefruj*liun?«» 

■ ■Uug^s dnukry^i, luul street I'o 

gmil innergiiU’irH, hi |,^rrj4l uwiv^utm, they nmld 
lijijMJm' grritt ipiftlitirn ; Iht rr run he tH» clnuhl of 
thid; hut the nrdinnrv every diu hindraneeH luul 
hurdeiiH nf life frrttetl their Hjiiritn into tat** 
tern, Mrn. i\ UMnl fre<|UentlY h* rehirn from her 
tri[m t(i the etnintrv with her *' iiiintl nil elnirned 
Inin frcillu** nn Imtter td thtnight er Hweet 
cntiicnd III all. Vet thirlyle rntdd ^ly nf her* “ Ntit 
a had little diune at all. She lunl I did aye very 
wind Ingether i and ^Iw'eek it wiih nut r\ery one 
tha mild have liune with her/* whic h wiih duuld* 
the t*mv\ truth, Fmudr frcuu per- 

mmal knnwh.*dge wduii he ?«iiyH : ** Him wiim the nnft 
haart and hera tlie %Wm une/* 

We are ritiw elufie tin tn the t*ftrdiniil fnrl nf (*ar- 



lus quest for liero(\s an<l heroic qualities. This 
is (he ruusler key l.o liim; the main stress of his 
preaching and writing is here. He is the medium 
and excunplar of the value of personal force and 
prowess* and he projected this thought into current 
literature and polities, with the emphasis of gun- 
powder and torpedoes. lie had a vehement and 
overweening (*onceit in man, A sort of anthropo- 
morpUie grcicd and hunger possessed him always, 
an insaliald(‘ craving for strong, picturcsejue charac- 
ters, and for <‘ontuet and conflict with them. This 
was his ruling passion (and it amounted to a pas- 
sion) all Ins days, lie fed his soul on heroes and 
hcroi(^ (|unliti('s, and all his literary exploits were 
n search ft)r llu'sc Ihings. Where he found them 
not, wluu'c he did not come upon some trace of 
them in hooks, in society, in politics, he saw only 
harrcniu'ss and futility. He was an idealist who 
was inhospilahle to ideas; he must have a man, the 
flavor and slirnuluH of am|)le concrete personalities. 
“ In the ('ountry," he said, writing to his brother 
in “ I am like an alien, a stranger and pilgrim 
from a far-dislant land.” His faculties wore “up 
in nuitiuy, and .slaying one another for lack of fair 
eneini(\s.” Ih' rnu.st to the city, to Edinburgh, and 
finally lo London, where, tliirteen years later, we 
find his craving as acute as ever. “OcL 1st. Tliis 
xtioming think of the old primitive Edinlmrgh 

* nlrnnst meditate for a 



nKuiU'Til n'stnniii^ it ijrf ! It wrri* a tnc’lluxl of 
gaining hr(‘H(l» of glutting into (‘outnot with nu'u, 
iny two gnunl \\aiits imtl prayer^/* 

Nothing htif man, hut In^rotw, (onchcd him, 
movoel him, sa!h.ti<'«i him. lit* .stamls ftir luTotvs 
iuhI hrro wor* hip. nml for that nloru*. Bring him 
iha most phuisibh* thotirv, tin* inont magniiuimous 
in tin* worhh nml ho is oold, iu<lith*r<‘ni , or 
ojHMily insulting; hut Bring him n hrnvt*, stntng 
man, or tin* ri'miihsotamo t»f any nohh‘ pt*rsonnl 
trait, f4Ht*rilic’c% t»lHnlit*nrt*, rovf*rtmt’t\ mnl t*v(Ty 
faculty within him Mirs ami rt*spomls. l>n%anM*r.s 
aiul (‘nlhusiast^, with tlu‘ir Hohonu^s for tin* tnilltai- 
nitim, nishtHl to him f‘»r aid nml tnimforl, and 
ustinlly Imtl the tltmr Hlaiuuicd in ttnar fin’cs. 'Hn'y 
forgot it wiiH a man ho had atlvoriiMMl for, am! not 
an idea. Imhrth if yoti hatl tin* Mow fly of any 
pojmlnr ism or rohirm hit//ing in your homn‘l, 
Nt). /) (dnwnt* Itinv was tin* house* iihovr all t»t!u*rM 
to hr avtadcMl; little* fhiumr <»r imHailnting suc h a 
mind as (’nrlylrN witlt your notions, of hloirintj 
a toiling nml swrating hero at his work. But wrh 
ccmir to any man with real work to dci atid !lu* 
courage* to do it ; welcome t«) any man who stood 
for any re*ah tangildc thing in tits envn right. " In 
(iroerH name, what art tluat? Not Nothing, sayesi 
thou! Then, How much and wliat? i1uH in the 
thing I wendd know, ami evm muNi sf»on km»w. 



184!si, C-a.rlylo\s synipatlucs were enlisted in behalf 
of a Cornisli miner wlio luul kept his place in the 
bottom of a shaft, above a blast the fuse of wliic^h 
had b<M‘ii ))rematurely lighted, and allowed his com- 
rades to be liauled tip when only one could escape 
at a time. He iiKpiired out the hero, who, as by 
Tuiraele, luul survived the explosion, and set on 
foot an entcM’prise to raise funds for the bettering 
of Ids condition. In a letter to Sterling, he said 
ilierc was h(4p and ]n'olit in knowing that there 
was sneli a true and brave workman living, and 
worlving with liim on th('. earth at that time. “Toll 
all the ]>eople,''’ lie said, “ that a man of this kind 
ouglit to he luitehed, — tliat it were shameful to cat 
him as a l)reakrast egg!” 

All (airlyk'.’s sins of omission and commission 
grew out of this terrible predileetion for the indi- 
vidual liero: this bent or inclination determined the 
whole waterslu'd, so to speak, of his mind ; every 
rill and torrent swe])t swiftly and noisily in this 
one direction. It is the tragedy in Burns’s life that 
attracls him; the morose heroism in Johnson’s, the 
(‘o])ions manliness in Scott’s, the lordly and regal 
(jualiLy in (loelhe's. Emerson praised Plato to him; 
but th(‘. endless dialectical hair-splitting of the (Irock 
philosopher, ” “how docs all this concern me at 
all ? ” he said. But when he discovered that Plato 
hated the Aihenian democracy most cordially, and 


{KnirtHi ntit Hcfirn ujH»n it* hv Ihau^ht much 
liclh'r of him. llinlorv swiftly r«’^t»lvos itself into 
hi«>|trii]>hy to him ; tin* tide in tlic ntfairs of men 
clihrtl mid flowtnl ill tihrdicn«‘t* to the few potent 
wills. We dcj not find him e\ploilin^ t»r elueidating 
ideas and pniu*ip!eH, Imt moral tpiiditit^s* ahvavB 
on the scent* on the search the henne. 

He rnises aloft the Htandnrd of the iudlviduul 
will, the supremmw of man over evimts. He see.s 
the reign of law ; nmie it c’h‘ari‘r, Ktc'rnal 
Law is silently present everywhere nml evervwhen. 
By yiw the Linnets gyrate in their orhits ; hy 
Home approaeh to l^iw the stna^t i^iihs ply in their 
thoronghfnres.** But law is still personal will with 
him* the will of (Jod. He c'lin see nothing hut iie 
(Hviduulity, hut <sinst*ious will and force, in the 
univeme. He helieved in a |K*rsonfd (#od* He had 
an inward ground of iiHsuraiice of it in his own 
intenw personality nml vivid nppn*lumsion of per* 
Honal forcT and genius. He seems tti hnv«' helitw'ed 
in a pemonfil devil At least he nhuses ** Auld 
Niekie-Ben*’ as one wmuld hartlly think of ahusing 
im ahstracHion. However imprnctit'nl we may ns 
gard Carlyle, he was entirely iMsmpied wnth prneti** 
eal questionH; an idealist turmsl loose, in the aetual 
affairs of this world, and intent only on bettering 
them. That wdiitdi so «lrew^ nfformers nml all ardent, 
ideal natlm^s to him was not the charac’ier of hi.s 
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MOSS of rolx'lliou; the earnestness of ilic Long Par- 
liament and tlie Naliomil (Jonvontion, — tlie only 
two parliniiKMils lu' praises. He did not merely sec 
llie trudi and placidly slate it, slnnding aloof and 
apart frotn it; Iml, as soon ns his intell(*(*t Lad con- 
ceived a lliing ns true, every <'nrrent of his being 
set swiftly in llmt direclion; it was an outlet at 
oiu’e for his whoL* pent-up energies, and there was 
a Hood and sonu*liines an iinindalion of Carlylean 
wrath and powtw. (h)ming from (Joethe, with his 
marvelous insight and ('ool, imeommitted moral 
nature, to the gn*at Seolehman, is like eoming from 
dress«])arude to a battle, from Mehuiethou to Luther. 
It would he fur from tlu* limlh to say that (loethc 
was not in eanuvsl : h(‘ was all eyes, all vision ; he 
saw (‘verviliing, l)ut saw it for his own ends and 
In'lioof, for contemplation and enjoynuait, In Car- 
lyle the vision Is [jmchu’livc of paiii and sullering, 
l)e(*uuNt‘ Ids moral nature syrnpalluV.es so inslanlly 
and thonmghlv with Ids iulelUs'lual ; it is a call 
to battle*, and ev(*rv fatndty is eadisted. It was 
this that made (hirlyle nkin to the reformers and 
the funalies, and led lh<*nr <*xpe(’l mtjn* of 1dm 
than they got. Tlu* artist (*U*nH*nl in him, nml his 
vital hohl npon tin* e(*nlral irullrs of eharae*ler and 
personal foree, saved him from any sueh fate us 
overhiok his friend Irving. 

Out of (hirlyle's licree iintl rampant individualism 


t^nnv Itin i»f « liunitlrr iiiu! lu’^ (if human 

pnHniituri*. It vu jif’ih-'ip'n fi«»t lutt Huu”li lt» say, 
Utai iti all Hlrrafurr ilivw hm! iiiiulhrr Mich a 
iiiii-^trr jinrtriui piiiiilcr. *^111 h a iiiiiucr ntu\ itiicr- 
prclcr Ilf ht^4uru‘iil itiul pin 'Ph^t 

jNnvrf iif ihr «»hl !m imint nr tu curve n tnmu 

t*i IhnIv hull fnrilt, ulinn^i r(* cfi-ntr litHi* Ml rare in 
the liiiiwtrniH, i iirhh* hml tu 11 pn ciuiurut th'i^rns 
As iin it h ht^^ iuhI putH 

hint «m II pitr with Hrinhruutit, Aui:i hu llruuilds, 
atul with the luilujiic tuii'^cr?^ Muilpturc, lie 
csnilil jitil hi^ fisi|:^rr tijuui the uciik |»niut itutl upun 
the striiiig u{ ii itiiijii 11% tiiiiTriui^dy its fate. 

He kmnv t% tunit tis 11 Jnekrv kunwn u hnrM\ Hm 
|iicilirrs at JhIiumui* iif Hn'^\%cll, Ilf \ nUairts uf 

wliiit fuii'4crj»ic<u*'*» ! Hi^ {Htrlrnit uf C’uhv 
ridge will (hnihlliiM^ Mirvivt* idl Mtlicrs, iuadrcjualc! 
IIS it in in initny ways ; nne fnir'^^, nh-‘*i, that |>(K>r 
Lilfiih 1ms hr-ru stnfnjMsl In last, \niic nf {‘hHiIc'h 
chiiriM*lc*ri/aittttus hiivc incited uuirr ill feeling than 
this Slime nnr nf Litmli. Util it was jdidn fnuu the 
nutset Ihiit Carlyle iml like hu* h n vtTiud 

iw Immli, Ik* dimhiles,s Imd hifu nr Iuh 
kind in view when he wmie this jiiissiigc in PiihI 
and Fn*Hettl: ** ’* Ilk jMHir trmihm nf MUise Um In he 
{M*rkt»tl intn mime epigriuitmiilte s!yip«% that it may 
prirk Into me, {H^rhiips (this i% tht* enmm*»ru*slj 
tu he tupsydiirvital, left stiimling nn its lieini» that 



insuiiiLy is very sad to the soul of man. Human 
faces slioiild not grin on one like masks ; they 
should look on like faces! I love honest laughter 
as I do sunlight, but not dishonest; most kinds of 
dancing, too, but the St. Vitus kind, not at all!” 

If Carlyle had taken to the brush instead of to 
llie lie would pro])ably have left a gallery of 
|)orl rails such as this century has not seen. In 
his Idlers, journals, remimscences, etc., for him to 
UKMilion a uiaii is to describe his face, and with 
what graphic |)(ui~aud-ink sketches they abound ! 
Let me exirnt'l a few of them. Here is Rousseau’s 
face, from '‘Heroes and Hero Worship:” ‘‘A high 
but narrow-eonlracted intensity in it; bony brows; 
deep, slraigiil-set eyes, in which there is some- 
t hiiig bewildered - looking, — bewildered, peering 
with ly ux-eagerness ; a face full of misery, even igno- 
ble misery, and also of an antagonism against that; 
somelhing mean, ])lebcian, there, redeemed only by 
intnislh/ : Ihe face of what is called a fanatic, — a 
sadly voulmvicd hero!” Here a glimpse of Danton: 
“ddvrougli wliose black brows and rude, flattened 
fu(‘e liu're looks a waste energy as of Hercules.” 
( ’amille 1 )esniouHns : “ With the face of dingy black- 
guardism, wondrously irradiated with genius, as if a 
nuplillui lamp burned in it.” Through Mirabcau s 
“ shiiggy bcdle-brows, and rough-hewn, seamed, car- 
biiuckul face there look natural ugliness, smallpox, 


likr oiiiirl Un\ lhrtm|,"h nmrkieBl 

(III tlf%t |iirfiiii|.f milli JhIiii Slu^lfl Mill hcMlc^» 
liiNl I** ii% *’ II 'Ji’iiilrf, rilthtT llllk 

ISliil r'lrg4Ul Itnilh. lUlii rlriir, 

l%%n tnrn ; itURlt'Hl, 

nniiiirk^lily gtflni hiIIi i*f uHrramT; vn- 

)rt iiH'iik *'4tui , ti«rt H |^rrilt> yvi dis- 
lilirlly fi Hiflrtl iiiiil 4iiiUihi«‘ vtHills/* 

A r«iil*4% tthufii Iir iiifi iilHitii ihr mune 

tiiiir* }ir iri ’'ii lull, kiik hiiimk 

%riiikh* %%if4lfy» M'hnisriil kw(4ifi|t Hidl «*-f it. nuiti/* 

III* tttlu llii"' i»f C ««li iilH* Ilf hill 

t*it.rly iu l4iiiil<*ii; ** Atllii<^r{» m thick, 

Un III* k%%hi"%krmk f«rtiirr h^tkiug snitu; Ilumc 
Itlmi, ^ rlmth liurty frihm ; nuil Wdh® 

i*n4k #1 Iw't.ilr •br«»wrik i4il gi'n- 

Uctntm; llini n llmmiH iIiuhIv/* clc. 

lie mmt Iti*i,if1i «»lf iJtr of rvtTv tmm he 

Ik* ** U uih* of llie .?*»ifiitlk«'^t men you 

ever In yimr life Uditdil ; Imt %vtlh a imHt gi.*ntlc 
timl mwtlilr tmly iJjiil ihv iin* ik**^tn»yt‘cl 

by i^mim^arwl tlm link* Ini «if nn iimlrr hji jimjiHts 
like m Kslielf/' I^ngli Himt : *' I kirk rtiniijile\inii (it 
iriitT tif Ike Afrieim* I litdiinei; r«*{n«nH* rlnm» 
bktf^k hiiir* Innmliriilly hnnl, line., 

iHmmtng, hitm*! tnen; mrunmtvHH nml inteb 

k^t the mitiii e^pn^wiim uf Uie f tu uur Muq.)ri^e 


nere is ins skclcu oi x ennyson : JX nne, large-iea- 
tured, dim-eyed, bronze-colored, shaggy-headed man 
is Alfred; dusty, smoky, free and easy, who swings 
outwardly and inwardly with great composure in an 
inarticulate element of tranquil chaos and tobacco 
smoke. Great now and then when he does emerge, 
— a most restful, brotherly, solid-hearted man.” 

Here we have Dickens in 1840: “Clear blue 
intelligent eyes; eyebrows that he arches amazingly; 
large, protrusive, rather loose mouth; a face of 
most extreme mobility, which he shuttles about — 
eyebrows, eyes, mouth, and all — in a very singular 
manner while speaking. Surmount this with a 
loose coil of common-colored hair, and set it on a 
small compact figure, very small, and dressed a la 
D’Orsay rather than well, — this is Pickwick,” 

Here is a glimpse of Grote, the historian of 
Greece : “ A man with straight upper lip, large 
chin, and open mouth (spout mouth) ; for the rest, 
a tall man, with dull, thoughtful brow and lank, 
disheveled hair, greatly the look of a prosperous 
Dissenting minister.” 

In telling Emerson whom he shall see in London, 
he says: “Southey’s complexion is still healthy 
mahogany brown, with a fleece of wliite hair, and 
eyes that seem running at full gallop; old Rogers, 
with his pale head, white, bare, and cold as snow, 
with those large blue eyes, cruel, sorrowful, and 
that sardonic shelf chin.” 


Ill itnirr nr un^» putuau tu V\t‘n- 

bUt: '‘Ah a frurtT* ndvdc’atr, nr parliarnciw 
Inry IlmniU’H, mw wmiltl iiu'liiH* to hark luin» at 
iirst ngaiiisl all thr rxtaiit world. 'Hh' tanned 
complexion; that amorpluaiH cra|.t liki^ hna' ; (he 
dull black eyes nn<!(*r their preeipiet' of brows, 
like (lull anthmclie ftirnnea's, rnsnlin^i: only to be 
bhmi: the mnstilbinouth accurately c’lo.sial: 1 have* 
not traced as mtieh of ailrut Utnsrrkrr ratjr, that 
I remember of. in any other man.*' hi writiniij his 
hi.HtorieH Carlyle valued, abovt* nhmist anything 
elst% a good portridt of his hero, and searehed far 
and wide for such. lie nmiiietl through (‘udless 
pi('ture»galleries in (termnny siiirehing for a gen- 
uine portrait of Frederick the and at lust, 

cliiefly by good luck, hit upon the thing lu* was 
in quest of. “If one would buy an indisputably 
authenlie aid ^htw of Williiuu W'nlhu’e for hun- 
dreds of pouncls, and run to kaik at it from all emis 
of Scotland, what would one givt' ft>r an nullum- 
tie visible shadow of his fnee, c*ould sueh, by art 
natural or art rnagie, now be had !*‘ “Often I 
have found a Portrait superior in real instruction to 
half a do2;en written * Biogriiph5c*K,* as Btographic'.s 
are written ; or, rather, let me say, I Itave foinid 
that the Portrait w^ilh a small lighlt*d ntndlr by 
which the Biographits could for the first time be 
read, and some human inter|ireiaiion be made of 
them*" 


II 

( ■Hriyio stands at all times, at all places, for the 
hero, for power of will, authority of character, ade^ 
((luuy, and obligation of personal force. He offsets 
compk'tely, and with the emphasis of a clap of 
llinnder, Iho modern leveling impersonal tendencies, 
the “manifest destinies,” the blind mass move- 
ments, the merging of the one in the many, the 
rule of imijorili(\s, the no-government, no-leader- 
sliip, /a/,v.sYTj-/u/rc ])rinciple. Unless there was evi- 
dence of a potent, supreme, human will guiding 
allairs, he had no faith in the issue ; unless the 
hero was in I he sa<l(lle, and the dumb blind forces 
well bitted Jind curhe{l beneath him, he took no 
Intercast in llu‘ venture. The cause of the North, 
ill tlie War of the Rebellion, failed to enlist him 
or touch him. It was a people's war; the hand of 
1h<^ strong man was not eonspicuous; it was a con- 
flict of idc'HS, rallier tlian of personalities ; there 
was no (‘ontral and dominating figure around which 
events rewolved. He missed his ('roin well, his Fred- 
(M*ick. So far us his interest was aroused at all, 
it was with the South, bee^efuse he had heard of 
Ihe Soulhern slave-driver; he knew Cuffec had 
a maskw, and the (Tach of the whip was sweeter 
music to him than the crack of autislavery rifles, 
behind which lie re(!ogni/.ed only a vague, misdi- 
recled pliilaulliropy. 


a plHl<w)pner ; iw ,snw uu'in ch'nuiictj, and luaico 
more or le.sH in (’onllid and oppnsilicui, \V(» a(*cuso 
him of wrong“lu‘Htli*(lnt'SH. Imt it is ratln*r inlh'xihlr- 
ncHH of mind niul tnmjun% Ht* is not n brook that 
flows, but a tcvrroiit lhal plungrs uud plows. Ho 
tried poetry, he tried novebwriting in Ins younger 
days, but he hud not llie (h*xibility of spirit l<i stu*« 
ceed in these things; his moral velnmumcT, his fury 
of conviction, were too great. 

Clreat is the power of nui(*lion in the htnnnn 
body ; great is the power of reat'tion and rt'eoil in 
all organic nature, lint nppnrcntly then* was no 
power ()f reaction in (’arlyle's miml; he never resu-ts 
from his own extnune views ; never lotiks for the 
compensations, never seeks to [diuv himself at (ho 
point of (Hjuilihrhun, or adjusts his vitnv tt) otluT 
related facts. He saw the value the hero, the 
able man, anti lie preeipilaled hiniHelf ujam this 
fact with such violence, so detat’hed it and magnided 
it, that it fits with no modern system things. 
Ho wtis apparently entirely honest in his (smvietion 
that modern governments and s^ieial <irgnni‘/.ationH 
were nishing swiftly to chaos ntul ruin, becniuse 
the hero, the natural leader, was nut at the htaid td 
affairs, overlooking entirely tin* many eheeks and 
compensations, and ignoring ilie fuel that, uudcT a 
popular government especially, nnlionH are neither 
made nor unmade hy the wisdom or folly of their 


ui LUC xiicias ui Liieir citizens. vvnere tne great 
mass of men is tolerably right,” he himseif says, 
“ all is right; where they are not right, all is wrong.” 
What difference can it make to America, for in- 
stance, to the real growth and prosperity of the 
nation, whether the ablest man goes to Congress 
or fills the Presidency or the second or third ablest ? 
The most that we can expect, in ordinary times at 
least, is that the machinery of universal suffrage 
will yield us a fair sample of the leading public 
man, — a man who fairly represents the average 
ability and average honesty of the better class of 
the citizens. In extraordinary times, in times of 
national peril, when there is a real strain upon the 
state, and the instinct of self-preservation comes 
into play, then fate itself brings forward the ablest 
men. The great crisis makes or discovers the great 
man, — discovers Cromwell, Frederick, Washing- 
ton, Lincoln. Carlyle leaves out of his count entirely 
the competitive principle that operates everywhere 
in nature, — in your field and garden as well as in 
political states and amid teeming populations, — 
natural selection, the survival of the fittest. Under 
artificial conditions the operation of this law is 
more or less checked ; but amid the struggles 
and parturition throes of a people, artificial condi- 
tions disappear, and we touch real ground at last. 
What a sorting and sifting process went on in our 
army during the secession war, till the real cap- 



luiiiH, llie mil U*n«lrrs» were* fcjitiul; lint KrcMl{*ricks, 
or \Vollinf!;lons, juThaps, Inii tlu* lu\sl tlu* Imul 
afrortlcd! 

The objeet of poptilar f’:oVi‘niiiient is no more 
to find and elc'vale tin* hero, the mail of spt^eiul 
and exeepiumal enthnvinent, into po\vc*i% than llu* 
olijeet of iif^rit'ultnre is in tnlu* the prizes at tin* a^o’i- 
(niltural fairH. It is one of tin* Ihin^^s ttj Ik* hnp(*d 
for and nspirts! to» hut lud om* <jf tin* indispiaisa- 
bles. '^rhe HUC’eess of fret* gttverninenl is nltnim‘tl 
when it has made tin* peoph* indepeanlent tif spe- 
cial lenders, and seeuretl the fret* ninl full expri'S- 
nion of the popular will and eonseienee. Any view 
of Ameriean iiolities, based upon the failure of 
the HuiTrnge alwnvH, or even generally, to lift into 
power the nblesl men, is partial ami nnseitailifie. 
We ean Htand, and have sIchkI, any unniunt of nu'di- 
oerity in tmr appointed rulers ; ami perhaps in the 
ordinary course of events mediot‘nty is tin* safest 
and best. We eouldno longer surn*iuier ourM*lv<*^ 
to great leaders, if we wantetl to, Imleeth th<‘rt 
in no longer a call for gmit haulers ; with tin 
appearance of the |>eople upon the sreut% the h(*r( 
must await hin ortlern. How t^ften In this esmn 
try have the people ehei'ked and eorreeted tin 
folly and wrong" headealness of their rulers I f 
IH probably tnie, as (‘nrlyle aays, that **tln* small 
eat item of human KInverv is tin* oripression o 



IILU C)iiu*r SKIC lue proposiuon, that tlic grand 
problem is to find government by our Real Superi- 
ors ? grand problem is rather to be superior 

to all government, and to possess a nationality 
lluit finally rests ujxni principles quite beyond the 
fluctmilioiis of ordinary polities. A people pos- 
s('ssed of the gift of Kmj)ire, like the English stock, 
both in Euro])e and in America, are in our day 
bc'lioldoiv very little to their chosen rulers. Other- 
wise tlu^ ICnglish nation would have been extinct 
long ago. 

Human virtue,” ("arlylc wrote in 1850, ‘'‘if we 
went down to tbe roots of it, is not so rare. The 
materials of Imman virtue are everywhere abundant 
as tlu'. light of the sun.” Tills may well ofi\set his 
more {)t\ssimisti(‘ statement, tliat “there are fools, 
(‘owards, knaves, and gluttonous traitors, true only 
to their own ap])(^lile, in immense majority in every 
rank of life; and lliere is nothing frightfiiller than 
to s(H‘ lliese voting and deciding.” If we “went 
down to llu' roots of it,” lliis statement is simply 
untrue. “ lhanocracy,” he says, “Is, by tlic nature 
of it, a s(‘lb<’anceling business, and gives, in the 
long run, a net result of 

lh*caus(‘ lh<* law of gravitation Is uncompromis- 
ing, things an* not, therefore, cruslied in a wild 
rusli to tin* (’(‘litre of attraction. I'lic very traits 
that make (‘arlyle so enlerlaining and ctfeclivc as 
a historian and biogruplun*, namely, lus fierce, man- 



Hplu*n' cif jtriu'tirnl puliru’-^, 

Lt‘i tiu* (|Ut>tr H lung mui c’hiintt’lrrislit* puKsuge 
fnmi Luttfr Ihiv Pumplilrfs, cmt* tif ilo/.caH 

(if citlu'i^, illuHtmiiiig luH nuM’imt’rpliiui of universal 

Huirragi*: 

** Vtitir nhip rniuuit iliiiihlo ('itpo Horn hy iln 
(»X(vllrnl plniH of veiling. *riu' nliip ntny votr ihin 
and tliai» nhovr ilct’kH niul hrlnw, in tin* lutist hur- 
innniciUH, fvpUHitrly rt»n^ti{ntninul nuiniuT ; the 
lilnp, tti gt»t HiUiicl (*npr Hum. will lunl n Mi nf 
comlilinuN almiuly vuhnl fur luul fi\rd with mlmnniii- 
line rigor hy the unnirnt Klrmnntiil Ikiwors. who 
are eniindy rart*lt*?iH how you vote. If yun ran. hy 
voting or wtlluiul voting. nHC’iTifiin llirnr ruinlition.s. 
and valifMilly rtitiftirm tii them, ym will gd an>\nid 
the C'njH* : if yuti rnnnnt. thr rufliuu whnh will 
blow you ever hark again; the inrsnrnhtr lri‘hergH. 
duinh privy eoniu'ihirM from (‘hntiH, will mnlgi' you 
with nuiHt rhaotir * adnmnition;* )ou will he Hung 
half fnimi on the l^ntagonian elilfH, or udinoni.Hhed 
ini(i nhiverH hy your ic^eherg eonnrilnrH and neiil 
KluH^r down to Davy Jotien, and will never get 
around ('ape H<»m at all ! Uniiuinuty on htmrd 
aliip ^ - yeN, indeed, the nhipki tT«*w may he very 
unanimous, whirh, douhtlenn, hir the time htang* 
will he very CHnnfoHaltle io the nhip’H crew and to 
their Phantiyim C'liptain, if they have one ; hut if 
tlia taek tliev unanimouMlv Mteer utHui in miidinir 


tlicun miicli ! Ships, accordingly, do not use the 
l)allot-l)()x at all ; and they reject the Phantasm 
species of (Captain. One wishes much some other 
Entities ~ since all entities lie under the same rig- 
orous set of laws — could be brought to show as 
much wisdom and sense at least of self-preservation, 
the /ird cjonmuiud of nature. Phantasm Captains 
with unanimous votings, — this is considered to be 
all the law and all the projdiets at present.” 

''rills has the veal crushing Carlylean wit and pic- 
turos(|iieuess of statcuncut, but is it the case of 
democracy, of universal sullTagc fairly put? The 
eternal verities n,])p(‘ar again, as they appear every- 
where in our author in connection with tliis sub- 
ject. Idiey r(M‘ur in his pages like “minute-guns,” 
as if deciding, by the count of heads, wlietlier 
Julies or Smitli should go to Parliament or to Con- 
grt'ss was eipii valent to sitting in judgment upon 
the law of gravitation. What the sliip in doubling 
(kipe Horn would very likely do, if it found itself 
oflicerless, would bo to choose, liy some method 
more or less approacJiing a count of heads, a cap- 
tain, an al)l(‘st man to take command, and put the 
vessel through. If none were able, tlien indeed 
tlie (‘as(' w(n’(‘ (h'sperale; with or without the ballot- 
box, the abyss would be pretty sure of a victim. 
In any (’ase IIktc would perhaps be as little voting 
to annul the storms, or (*hange the ocean currents, 



fact, iie saw it witli s\ich intense and magnifying 
(y(\s, as I have already said, that it became at once 
irrc'concilahle with other facts. He could not and 
would not recoiK'ile popuhir government, the rule 
of majorities, willi what lie knew and what we all 
know to h(' popular follies, or the proneness of the 
nmllitude to run after hiimlnigs. IIow easy for 
fallacies, speciosilies, ((uackeries, etc*., to become 
current! 'I'hat a thing is popular makes a wise 
man look upon it with sus]>ici<m. Are the greatest 
or best books llu’r most read books? Have not the 
great princijih'S, I he great reforms, begun in ininori- 
tie.s and fought Iheir way against the masses ? Does 
not the mulliliuU' generally grc'et its saviors with 
“(h'ueify him, erucify him”? Wlio have been the 
martyrs and the persc'cnled in all ages? Wluwe 
does llu‘ broad road lead to, and which is the 
Narrow Way? ‘'(-an it be jirovc'd that, since the 
beginning of llu‘ world, there was ever given a 
universal vole in favor of the* worlhiesl: man or 
thing? I have aways imdcwslood that true worth, 
in any dc'parlmenl, was diflicmlt to iTcognize; that 
the worlhit'sl, if he apiic'aled to universal sullVage, 
would have hut a poor elnuiec*.” 

Upon Ihese facts (’arlyle ]>lanled himself, and 
llu' gulf vvhi(’li lu‘ saw open between lliem and the 
beauties of uuivi'rsul snIVrage was simjily immense. 
Without disputing the fac'ts here, wc* may ask if 
Uic‘v rc'iillv bear iinoii tlu* (luestion of nonnlar miv- 



oniinrut, of H \vr(* nnlldl ? If st>, the gnunid 

is (‘lean shot away from tuuh'r it. d'lu‘ wtjrld is 
really ^nvenietl and led hy inin(»ri{ieH* and always 
will he. d'he many, souiht or later, fullnw the 
niie. We have all heeome nholititnuHts in this 
(‘(Jiinlry* sona* of m mtieh onr snrpri.se and he- 
wildennent; \M‘ hardly know yt‘l luns it happened; 
l)nl the time was when ahnlitionist.s wt^n* hunted 
hy the mnltittide. Murveluiin to relate, also, 
service reform Inis heeoine po|niliir anmn^*; our pt»li« 
lieians. Something has happened ; the tide has 
riseu while we slept* or while we mocked and 
laughed* and away we all go on the current. Yet 
it is tHjunlly true that, under any form of govern- 
inenl, nolliing sht»rl of events tlunnselves. m»thing 
short of that c'omhiiuitimi «»f eircmnstancc’s which 
we name fate or ftuiune, enn place that t‘S(s‘plional 
man, the lan'o* at tin* heat! of idTatrs. If there are 
no heroes* then W(»e tt» the peoph* who have lost 
the Hcerel t»f produeing great men. 

'I'he worthiest nuwi UHunlly has other watrk to do, 
and avoids politii's. (‘nrlyle himself (saild not he 
iiulucTcl to sinnd for Parliaimnit. *’ Who w ould 
govern*" he says, *Mhat can get along witluml gc»v- 
eniing? lie that is littest for it is of idl nu*n the 
unwillingest iinlesH (‘onsiratned,** Hut (smst mined 
he eannot Ih% yet he is our only liopc. What shall 
we do? A government hy the fittest vnn alone 


The ense is (lospc^'fiie. Hence the despair of Car- 
lyle in Ills view of modern politics. 

Who that has read his history of Frederick has 
not at linu's hdt lliat he would gladly be the sub- 
jc'ct of a iH'al king like the great Prussian, a king 
who was ind(‘e(l the failnu’ of his people; a sovereign 
man at the head of ad'airs with the reins of govern- 
ment all in his own hands; an imperial husbandman 
diwoled to im])roving, extending, and Imilding up 
his nation as llu'; farmer his farm, and toiling as 
husbandnuin (‘.vcr toiled ; a man to reverence, to 
love, to fear; who (‘a.lUal all the women his daugh- 
ters, and all llu' num his sons, and whom to see 
aT\<l to sp<'ak with was the event of a lifetime; a 
shepherd to his people, a, lion to his oneinies ? vSuch 
a man givt's lu'ad and charael.er to a nation; ho is 
llu' head and I In' ])eo])U' are the body; currents of 
influence and of power stream down from such a 
luTo to the life of the Inunhlest peasant; his spirit 
(lilTuses itself Ihrough llu' nation. Tt is the ideal 
state; it is captivating to the imagination; there 
is an artistic* (‘orupleteness ahont it. Probably this 
is why it so eaplivaled (hirlyle, inevitable artist 
ilml he was. But how impossible to us I how iin- 
possibh* to any Knglish-speaking ])eoi)le by their 
own action and (*lioic(*; not because we are unwor- 
thy such a man, but because an entirely new order 

of UungH luus arrived, and arrived in due course of 
an 1 



ifuui. *rh«* «4tl uuilii hui in\ny ; tlu* n|i;e 

(if tlu* uf tlu' 5^ innus 'Tho 

jMMiplt' Imvr nrrhini, nntl in jinh^int'iit n\Hn\ all 
\vhi> wmild rnlr or lra*l tlu^ni. Srirut t* \xn^ arrivc'd, 
rvrrvthing i'* upou trial ; pri\n!r jtiil^^niriil U ,su« 
prtiut*. ihn only hopr in llu^i munirv. at U*asi in 
thr Hphrrt* of povoriinirntH, in in tho rolltaiivc* wis- 
than of tho proplr; uiul, ostrinur^^ *^*0 ufirti inrH, 
jH'rlutpH tluH. if thorouiddy rrali/nl, i% nn ooinpltda 
ainl 11 plan m tin* tdlinw. 'Hu* " folliadivi' 

ft»lly ** of tho ponplts C'iirUlr wonltl say. and pt*r« 
htipM dnritiit lift* hr iirvrr u numunit 

aiiw it tdhrn.’i.i^r ", lunrr that thr \\iHdtiin of 
thr nnij*nnty i-tmld hr tilUrr than t!ir tm windum 
of hlind of tni|.^nidi“d turn. Hr MH^mrd to 

for^rl* or rl^r not to know, tluit uiuvrr'^iil Htilfrii^r, 
iw r^ritiplifird in Aiurric’ii, \viih rndly a 
MfiJng prtKH^Hs, It wiirc’ft for thr ni’^r, thr truly rr^ 
prrmnitaiivr man ; that thr vit^t wriv not 

ankcHl who Hhoukl rulr <ivrr thrnu I nit nrrr iinki'd 
whirh of Iwti ramlidatrH thry pr«‘frrrril, in m*U‘c‘ting 
whirh randidntrH what of wisdom nml IrntlrrNliip 
thm* vvii?^ aviuhihlr had hiid thrir thir wri|dit ; in 
nhortHhat dmuHTiirv iikmr makr * way ftsraml otfrrH 
a driir road to natural Iriidrrdiip, l‘ml«*r thr pn’M- 
mm of opjaming partir?ii, all thr jHilitind wi*^dom nml 
integrity Ihrrr in in thr roimtry 4anti lH*twrrn tlm 
peopla, ilm and tlir turn of ihrir tdmtcHu 



nuiin, 1)0 like any oLlior ])()pular thing, — it will par- 
tak<^ of llu' (‘oiulitioiiH of ])o])iilarity; it will seldom 
<‘l('val(' lln^ gn'aU'st; it will never elevate the nienn- 
(\st; it is l)ns(‘(l upon the average virtue and iiitelli- 
gen(‘(^ of the people, 

Hu'n' hav('. boon great men in all (‘ountrics and 
times who poss<\ss(‘d tlu' (elements of po])ularity, and 
wonI<l hav(‘ eonnnandod (he suffrage f)f the people; 
on tlu' otluu' luiiid, lluM'e have heen men who pos- 
sessed many ('hniK'nis of ])(>pularity, hut few traits 
of IrfK^ gr(‘aln(*ss; oIIkm's with greatness, hut no 
eUmuails of pop\da.rily. ''rh<\se last are th(‘ reform- 
ers, (he innovalors, (he slart('rs, and their greatness 
is a discovery of after-times. Po])iilar suffrage can- 
not elevate ihese men, and if, as between the two 
otlu‘r types, it more fre(|uently seizes upon the last, 
it is heeause Ihe former is the more rare. 

But lluT(‘ Is a good deal of (kiusiou about the 
prommess of (he nniKitnde. to run after (juaeks and 
eluiiialans: a juidlitinlt' runs, hut a larger nudliliide 
doi's iio( run; nml (hose that do run soon see (heir 
mislake, I teal wor(h, real nuail, alone wins (he 
p<‘nnaueut suffrage of mankind. In every neigh- 
hoiiiood and <’ommnni(y tln^ best men are laid in 
liighesl r<*gard by (he most persons. Thv. world 
over, the names most fondly cherished are those 
most worthy of bting (in'rished. Vet Ibis (lo(\s tiot 
prevent that (‘crtaiii types of great men — men who 
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{Icu’triurM aiul fnilliH will Ih» rcjrrttnl and driiu'd 
by thrir rnidi’injinritrit*-^. 'riii^ i\ flu* nrdrr of nnliirc, 
Mitioritie*^ b^nd niul Nnvt* tha world, luid the world 
koowH thorn nut till Um^r, aftrrwnrd. 

No ninn jHThnjH MU'^portn Imw lann^ mid inipor- 
tnut tho rt'gitm (»f tinoun‘^(ntnf^m*^«4 in hitiu wluvt a 
vhhI, unknown torritorv Hos thori' bm k <if Iuh vm^ 
m'itniH will mnl jiurpcm*, and whirh is ronlly tho 
contndlini,.^ pnwor of his lift*. Out (»f it thinpi 
ariso, and sIihim* niul dofini* thonisclvos to Iuh ooU" 
KcttiUHtiosH find nilo his c‘nm*r. Horo tho induoure 
of onvironnunit wurksi hrrr tho olfiuontH of racts 
of fmnily ; horo tin* 'rinit* Spirit nniuhlH him and 
hi* kianvH il not ; lu*i*o Nnturo, t»r luitt*. m wo 
tiiuoH iuuuo it, ruloH him and iiiakos fiim what ho in, 

In ov«*ry jnsijilo or niititai Htrrttdirs this dtH*p, 
unsUHjHndod hurkgrouml. l!«*n* tho gri*at rnnvo“ 
montn lH*gin; horo Iho doop on; lioro 

llio doHttuy of tlio rfu*o or iintitm roully lion. In 
lluH mill tho now ulenH an* mmui; tin* now man, the 
clonpimnl loiulor, plantn Iuh hihiI and if tlioy 

lu* vitith tlH*y thrivo, and in duo tinio omorgo and 
hmmu* tho ronmdoiH posHt^mion of llio otmununify. 

Ntmo know Iwdlor than C arhh* liiniHolf that, 
whtwworUo tho ostonwildo |MiioiitntoH and law nuikorn 
the wine do %irlually rido* tho natund londorH da 
loiwk Wimlom will out; it in tho ono thing in thiH 
world that c*iiiinat la? Mumirt^MMOil tjr fiiifitilh^d. 'llit*re 


IS not a parish, township, or community, little or 
big, in this country or in England, that is not finally 
governed, shaped, directed, built up by what of 
wisdom there is in it. All the leading industries 
and enterprises gravitate naturally to the hands 
best able to control them. The wise furnish em- 
ployment for the unvdse, capital flows to capital 
hands as surely as water seeks water. 

“Winds blow and waters roll 
Strength to the brave.** 

There never is and never can be any government 
but by the wisest. In all nations and communities 
the law of nature finally prevails. If there is no 
wisdom in the people, there will be none in their 
rulers; the virtue and intelligence of the represen- 
tative will not be essentially different from that of 
his constituents. The dependence of the foolish, 
the thriftless, the improvident, upon his natural 
master and director, for food, employment, for life 
itself, is just as real to-day in America as it was in 
the old feudal or patriarchal times. The relation 
between the two is not so obvious, so intimate, so 
voluntary, but it is just as vital and essential. How 
shall we know the wise man unless he makes him- 
self felt, or seen, or heard ? How shall we know 
the master unless he masters us? Is there any 
danger that the real captains will not step to the 


do? Shall wo nut know a Luthor, a (Voniwclk a 
Fnuikliiu u Wu'^hinfdoii ? 

"Man,'* Miys C‘arhli*, "littlo as ho may suppose 
it, is jun’ossltiitod tu tiluw stjporiors ; lu* is a stjoial 
hoing in virtuo tjf this iiooossity ; nay, ooukl 
lujt ho gro‘»:nrlnUH nthorwinr; lit* nhtWH tlniso whom 
ho ostocnns hotter than luiusolf, \viMn\ hravor, and 
will hmovor ohoy suoh ; atnl o\or ht* rondy and 
doli^htocl to di» it.** Think in how many ways, 
throu^di hmv many avornios, in nur tinios, tin* wise 
man oau roaoh us and plnro hiinsidf at nur houd, or 
nmuhl m !*» his likin|.c, us nrntnr, stnt«*sjnnn, ptud, 
phili»sviphor» pniii'luT, nHlur. If lio has any wise 
mind to spoak, any srhonio ttj nnftdd, Ihoro is (ho 
roslnnn or ptdpit amt onn\ils rmidy tti hour him, or 
ihoro is iho stomn power romly to dissorninute 
his wisdom to tho four oornors of iht* earth. !lo 
oiin sot up a ismi^reHS nr a parliuiuent and really 
make and unmalo* the Inw^, hy hi^ own finvsidc*, in 
any ootmtrv that has n fr<e pre^s. *‘lf wv will 
oonsidc'r it, tlu^ ossontinl trnlh at the inaitc*r is, 
every liritlsh num ran now eleel hhuml! to Farlia-* 
ment without (’onsnlting the hnsiini^H at all. If 
there ho any vote, itloa, t»r mil ion in him, or any 
earthly or henvonly iliini^, ounnot ho take ii pen 
and thormvilh nntoeratioally pmir ftirlh the sanu* 
into the oars and hearts of nil people, sn far as it 
will gn?” (" Past and FroHont.**| Or, there is 


What iiuiy not the real hero acoomplish here ? In- 
deed, is not this that we call spiritual guidance 
])roperly the soul of the whole, the life and eyesight 
of tlie whole?’’ Some one has even said, “Let me 
niiike tlu'. songs of a nation and I care not who 
makes I he laws.” Lertainly the great poet of a 
people is its real I’oiiuder and King. He rules for 
cenlunes and rules in the heart. 

In more ])rimitive times, and amid more rudely 
organized eomimmilies, the hero, the strong man, 
('ould sle]> to the Front and seize the leadership like 
the bulValo of the plains or the wild horse of the 
pampas; l)\it in our time, at least among English- 
speaking races, he must he more or less called by 
the suH’ragc' of llu^ ])eople. It is quite certain that, 
had llu're be<m a, seventeenth or eighteenth century 
(’arlyliN he would not have seen the hero in Crom- 
well, or In h're(l('nek, that the nineteenth century 
(’arlylt^ saw in eacli. In any case, in any event, 
llu‘ (h^ad rule ns more than the living; wc cannot 
escape llu* past. It is not merely by virtue of the 
s\mlight I hat falls now, ami the rain and dew that 
it brings, Ibal we continue here; but by virtue of 
the sunlight of a*ons of past ages. 

“'riiis laml of England has its conquerors, pos- 
st'ssors, which change from o()och to epoch, from 
day lo <lay; but ils n^al compierors, creators, and 
elermd proprietors are these following and their 
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bouiH timt ever wert' in raigiaiui, eaeii tn tlunr 
degree; all the men that ever eul ii thintle, druinecl 
a puddle nut of Hnglaud* eontrivetl a wine .seheme 
in England, did or aaid u true and valiant tiling in 
England*” **W{jrk? 'I'he (|uanlity of done ami 
forgotten work that lien Kilent under my feet in thin 
world, ami eneortH and aiteiulH me and supportn ami 
ktH'pH me alive, wlieri^Hoever I walk or alamh what-' 
ioever 1 think or do, gives rise* to refleelioiiHr* In 
our own politit’S, has our firnt Emnitlent ever eetused 
t<i he Premtleni ? Dih’s he not still nit thert% the 
item and hlameless patriot, uttering eoutusel ? 

('arlyle had no faith in the inhenmi teudeney of 
things to right thernaelveH* to aiijust iheiuHelves to 
their own proper Hlamlard,H; the eonservative force 
of Nature, the* eheeks ami halancTs hy which her 
own ortler and Hummsicai is inaintfuneil ; the Dar- 
winian principle, aectirtllng to vvliieh the organic 
life of the globe has been evolvcnl, the liigher and 
more complex forinn mounting fnun the lower, the 
tnie the prineiple or power, name it 

Fate, name it NcceHsity, name it (tod, or what you 
will, whicdi flntilly lifts a piHipU% a race, an ages 
and even a eoimnunity above the reach of choice, of 
accident, of individual will, into the region of gen- 
eral law* So little is life wind we make it, after 
all; io little m the course of histor)% tlie destiny of 
nations, the, rmdt of any man's purpose, or dirc(’« 


JliJLCljJll 4 


KfKniJ up U1 £l Vilist cun'* 

gericrt or ansociation of minute cells, each with its 
own proper work and function, at which it toils 
iiio.ossa.ntly night and day, and thinks of nothing 
beyond, ''rho shape, the size, the color of the 
body, its degree of health and strength, etc., — no 
cell or series of (!elLs decides these points ; a law 
above and beyond the cell determines them. The 
final destiny and summing up of a nation is, per- 
luips, as little within the conscious will and pur- 
pose of llie individual citizens. When you come to 
large masses, to long periods, the law of nature 
steps in. The day is hot or the day is cold, the 
spring is late or the spring is early; but the incli- 
iiation of the earth’s axis makes the winter and 
summer sxirc. The wind Idows this way and blows 
that, but the great storms gyrate and travel in one 
general direction. There is a wind of the globe that 
never varies, and there is the breeze of the mountain 
that is never two days alike. The local hurricane 
moves the waters of the sea to a depth of but a 
few feet, but tlie tidal impulse goes to the bottom. 
Men and communities in this world are often in the 
position of arctic explorers, who arc making great 
si>eed in a given direction while the icc-floe beneath 
ilu‘m is nmking greater speed in the opposite di- 
reetion. This kind of progress has often befallen 
political and ecclesiastical parties in this country. 
Bclund mood lies temperament; back of the caprice 


i>f will lies lhc‘ fate cjf c*hnrnrtt‘r: hack (»f hotli is 
(ho hiuj4 of family; Imck of that, llu* tyranny (»f 
nur ; Hlill dtn‘ju‘r. tin* janviT of olimaltn of soil, of 
^tnology, llu* \vlu»!t* |»hysiral find innrnl rnvininnu'nl. 
Still we an* free tium only ho far ns we rise uhove 
these. We enmujt nholish fatt*, Init we c’un in a 
nieamire ulilizt* it. d'he projeetile forc’e of tlie bul« 
h't does not annul or .stisperul j^rnvity; it usos it, 
"riienouling; vnp(»r is just ns true an illustration of 
the law of gravity as tin* fallini^ uvalniu-lu*. 

('arlyle, I say, luul Houiuhaf tliese depths that He 
beyond the region of will and ehoiet*, beyoml the 
Hphert* of niiuda moral acuanmtaliility ; but in lifts 
in aetion, in tsaulueU m man shaU take sludler 
here, One may mimmon his phthisophy when he 
5 h beaten in battle* and lud till thtan \hui shall 
not shirk the luddiling dlntes to euleh a ritle on the 
Huredooted Kterniiies. *‘'rhe timi‘s are batl; very 
well, you niH* there to make tluun betlt*r/' **'rhe 
j)uhlie hif^lnvays tuight not to bt» tjeeu[ai*d by jasjple 
tleinouHirating Uiat motituj ih impossible/* (** (‘hart-* 

hmr) 

nt 

Caroline Fox, in her ** Menuars ttf Old Friemls/^ 
reptJrtH a nmart Haying about C’arlyle, eurnmt in Iut 
time, whieh has been eurrent in ntmiv birm tjr other 
ever mnee; namely, that he had a large enpital id 
Mth uninveMtetl, — earrietl it about hint as reutly 





; ^ 

was a num with so aclivo a faith, ~ so little invested 

in |)a|HM* s(‘(*urili(\s. His religion, as a present liv- 
ing reality, went, with him into every question. 
H(‘ (lid not l)eli('ve that the Maker of this universe 
had retiivd from hn.siiu'ss, or that he was merely a 
sl(‘e|)ing partiHT in llie eoneern. “Original sin,” 
he says, “and sueh like are had ('.nough, I doubt 
not; hut dislilh^l sin, dark ignorance, stupidity, 
dark corn- laAV,haslile and comj)any, what are they?” 
I<\)r civcmIs, tlu'orieH, philosopliii's, ])lans for reform- 
ing (he world, et(’., he canal nolliing, he would 
not inv(\st one moment in Ihem; hut the hero, the 
work(*r, llu* dot'r, justice, vtTaeily, courage, these 
drew liim, in llu'se he put his faith. What to 
olht*r people wt're nuTe ahslrac’tions were urgent, 
ptTssing nailllli'H to Carlyle. Every truth or fact 
with him has a personal inelination, points to con- 
duel, |)(jinls (o duly. He eould not invest liimself 
in (T<‘(m1s and formulas, hut in that wliieh yielded 
an instant return in force, justice, eharaeder. lie 
has no philoso])liical impartiality. lie has been 
broken up; (here haveluTn moral (convulsions; the 
rock slunds on end. Heiu’c the vehement and pre- 
cipitous ehara(‘ter of his specu'h, — its wonderful 
271 
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pirtiircsqueneHH and jM)\vrn spirit of gloom 

luul (loj(H*lion that possesses him. united to sueh an 
iudomituhle spirit ot work and ludpfulness. is very 
noteworthy. S\n'h (snirage, sueh faith, sut'h un- 
shaken adamantine belief in the essential soundness 
and liealthfnlneHs that lay bem*uth all this weltering 
and eluuiiie wtirld of folly ami evil about hitn, in 
(Hinjuiudion with sueh pessimism and (lespomleney, 
Wius never hefore setm in a man of letters. I am 
remiiuleil that in this respeel he was more like a 
r<M)t of the tree of lg<irasil than like a hriuu'li; one 
of the eenlral and master roots, witli all that im- 
plies. toiling anti grappling in the gloom, hut full 
of the spirit of light. IIuw he (halves and searc’hes; 
how mvieh he made live and hloimi again; how lie 
sifted the soil for the last drop of hennc* IjIckkI! The 
Fates are there, too, witli water fnnn the saerc'd 
well. He IS ((UU‘k. sensitive, full of tenderness and 
pity; yt?t he is savage anti hrutal when you oppose 
him, or hi wreneh him from his holdings. 
His stormy outbursts always leave the moral atmos- 
phere clear and hraeing; he dcK*s not eommunieato 
the gloom imd dt'spondeney he feels, lieeause he 
brings us so dirc^Hly anrl unfailingly in cHuitaet with 
the perennial sourct's of hojK' ami faith, with tlu^ 
life-giving and the Hfe-nntewing. '^Fhtnigh the hea- 



fathers, nor in any of the opinions and helicfs of his 
tinio. He (‘onld t\oI and did not try to fend himself 
af»;a,iust tlu'; keen ('dfre of the terrible doubts, the 
awful myst(nd(\s, tlu^ abysmal questions and duties. 
He lived and wrouj^ht on in the visible presence of 
( Jod. 'I'his was no myth to him, but a terrible reality. 
How the irnnunisities open and yawn about him! 
lie was like a man who should suddenly see his rcla- 
tiouH to I he univ(wse, both physical and moral, in 
gigantic perspe<‘tivc, and never through life lose the 
awe, tlu^ woikUt, the four, the revelation inspired, 
''rhe veil, llu' illusion of I he familiar, the common'' 
place, is torn away, natural becomes the super- 
natural Kv(Ty ( (mNslion, every character, every duty, 
was seen against I he immensities, like figur(\s in the 
T\ight iigainst a bac»kground of fire, and seen as if for 
the first linu\ 'rhe sidereal, the cosrni(‘al, the eter- 
nal ™ W(^ grow fannliar with these or lose sight of 
them enlindy. But Ckirlyle never lost sight of them; 
his sense of Iluan hecuime morbidly acute, preter- 
naltirally devt'hiped, and it was as if he saw every 
movcimmt of the hand, every fall of a leaf, as an 
ernanal ion of solar energy. A hagganl rncxKl of tho 
imagination'' (his own phrase) was habitual with 
him. lie could see only the tragical in life and in 
history. Evmits were imminent, poised like ava- 
lanc’ltcH that a word might loosen. We see Jeffries 
perpetually amazed at his earnestness, the grades- 


th(* uuni^ni in im* nwn so hwui ntiu inrvnni)le 
ihat thp witlv mlvurntt' iaiiur tt» !uuk ujuni him a.s 
n imm to lic» avnitltMl. 

** Daily luitl lunirly/* lu* (nt thr tUirty“ 

cM||hM. ‘Mhi^ wnrhl uatunil gnnvs lann* tif n vvnrhl 
In fuc; this is ns it shnuhl 1 h\ Daily* tnn* 

I that tlmn* is nn \mv pnrtrv Imt in rralltt/,'* 

“'rh(‘ gist nf iny whnh* way <»f thnught*** ht* Hays 
again* “is tn rnisi* tlu* nalurul in tin* stijHTimttirnl/’ 
To his hrntluT .luhn ht* wmtn in "1 got 

mnre nnrimst* gmvi*r* imt unhnj»|nt*r, t'vrry tiny. 
I'hn whitln rmilitm sin*ms umn* nml nntn* tlivina In 
nu% the natuml iinjrn nntl imav sn{H*rniitnml/* His 
eighty Hvt* years tlitl unt lutne him at nlU tlitl nnt 
blunt his enucvptinn t»f tlu* '* r«*urfn}in*ss ami \v<m- 
clerfulness cjf life/* St>metimt*s an npinit* tir an 
amesthelie npcTiites inversely upnn a ennstitulinn, 
tunh insttaul t»r imlueing Hninnttli»net\ makes tin* per- 
mn wiklly wakefn! iiml Hensitive. 'Fhe iimnlyne 
/ife aeietl this way upnn C'arlyle, arnh iristtanl tjf 
(luieiing t^r heininihing him* filled him with pnrteni- 
mi.H imagininii^ lunl fresh entise ftir wcanfer. 'There 
m a danger that sueh a mind, if it takes tn litera- 
ture. will make a inesH tif it. But (*nrlyle is saved 
by his IrernemlnuH giipe upnn reality. Dn 1 say 
the ideal and the real were tnie with him? Ho 
made tlie uieal ihe real, ami tlu* nnly reak What« 
aver ha touched he made tangible, aetual, mid vivUL 


Ideas are luirlc'd like rocks, a word Misters like a 
l)raiidin^'-iroii, a mclaplior transfixes like a javelin, 
d'iierc is someliiing in liis sentences that lays hold 
of Illinois, as the acids hilc metals. His subtle 
tlKdi^rlits, his marvelous wit, like the viowle.ss gases 
of the cluMuist, combine with a force that startles 
llu' r<‘a,(I(T. 

( !arlyl(' (liir<'r,s from the ordinary religious cntliu- 
sifisl, in I he wity ]n- ba res Jiis bosom to the storm, 
llis ?illiltid(* is rullier one of gladiatorial resignation 
lluui su])|)liealioiK He makes peac^c with nothing, 
Inkc's v(*fiige in nothing. lie flouts at happiness, 
at r('posc\ a, I joy. “Tlierc^ is in man a hujltcr than 
lo\H‘ of happiness; lie ean do witlumt hap])iiiess, 
and inslea<l (hereof find blessedness.” '‘The life 
of all gotls (igures itself lo us as a suhlime sadness, 

earneslm‘ss of inhnile battle against infinite labor. 

Onr highest religion is named the ‘Worship of 
Sorrow,’ h’or Ihe Son of Man tliere is no noble 
erowin well worn or even ill worn, but is a crown 
of Ihorns," His own worship is a kind of defiant 
admiralion of Mternnl Justice, lie asks no quar- 
ter, and will givt‘ none. He turns upon the grim 
(h'stinies a l<}ok ns undismayed and as uncompro- 
mising as their own. l)es]nur cannot crush him ; 
h<‘ will crush ib The more it hears on, the harder he 
will work, 'flu* way to get rid of wretchedness is 
to dtvspise it ; llu* way to conquer the devil is to 
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tluniisHvt‘H. Satan may 1 h* in his own 

ilamrs: 'Popln't may ha axpludtnl with its f)\vn suh 
phur. ** IVnpic’uhlt^ hipn(i!'* ('IVufalHclriikh is ml- 
(Imssing '* Whnt is llu* stun tcital nf lha 

worst that linn hafura thia? Daath? Wall* danth; 
nml say lha jinngs at 'Pujiltat* ttun nml all that the 
devil and luim may, with aim du n^aiuHt lhaal 
Hast thtm m)t a hanrt ? iVnst tlnnj not HidTar 
what HO it ha, and ns a child of fraadoin, though 
outauHt, trnmpla 'rophat itnalf tttnltT thy fact while 
it aonmuuaH thaa? Lai it aonia, tht‘U ; I will meat 
it and defy it/* This Is tha *' Kvarlasting No** 
of Taufalsdrtikh* tha fumihilatioii of salh Having 
thuH rouiad Snltui with his own wanjains, the 
** Kvarlasting Yaa** is to patipla his tlomnin with 
fairer forniH; to find your idaal in tha world about 
you. **Thy aondition is hut tha stuff thou art to 
nlmpa that nama ideal out oft what nmttars whether 
Huah stuff ha of thin sort or of that, ho tha form 
thou give it he lieroits he |Kmtia?** (*arlyla*H 
watchword through life, m I have said, was the 
(iemmn word Kntmrjm, or miuric»iittion. The 
t>erfeel flower of religion opens in the soul only 
when all aelLm^king in nhandoneth 'Phe divinc% 
tha heroic attitude hi ask mit Heaven, I fear 
not Hellt I crave the tnith alone, willuTHranTr it 
may lead.** “TnUh! 1 cried, tlunigli ilie liaavens 
crush me for following her; no falaehmxl, though 



a fcl('.slial lul)l)crlan(l were the price of apostasy.” 
The truth, — what is the truth? Carlyle answers: 
Tliat whi<'h you believe with all your soul and all 
your niiffht and all your strength, and arc ready to 
face Topliet for, — that, for you, is the truth. 
Such a scektT was he himself. It matters little 
whetlu'r we agree that he found it or not. The 
law of Ihi.s universe is such that where the love, 
the desire, is perfect and supreme, the truth is 
already found. 'I'hat is the truth, not the letter, 
but the spirit; the seeker and the sought are one. 
Can you by searching (iud out God ? “ Moses cried, 
'When, O Lord, shall I find thee? God said. 
Know lliat when Ihou Inust .sought thou hast already 
found me.’” 'I'his is Carlyle’s po.sition, so far as 
it can be defined. He haled dogma as he hated 
poison. No direct or dogmatic statement of reli- 
gious belief or opinion could he tolerate. lie aban- 
doned the church, for which his father designed 
him, becuu.se <tf his inexorable artistic .sen.se ; he 
coidd not endure ihe dogma that the church rested 
upon, the pedestal of clay upon which the golden 
image was reared. 'I'he gold he held to, as do all 
serious souls, but the dogma of clay he quickly 
dropped. “ WlvaU'V('r bwomes of us,” he said, 
referring to this .subject in a letter to a friend when 
he was in his Iwenly-lhlnl year, “never let us 
cease to la'liave like hone.st men.” 



Carlvh* luitl nn cnf»riU(Mis t^goism, hut to do ihc 
work lu‘ foil oallcMl on to do, to oitso! and wilhslniul 
tlu‘ luigt*, nniriug^ on ru.-Iting niodtu-ii world as ho 
did» rtnjuirud an ontiriiiotis ogoisnn In nujrt* sensrs 
than oiu* do tlio wortls apjdiisl to tho oKl prophet 
apply to him: " For, ht^hold, 1 have iniule tluT this 
day u dehMUHsl t*ily. nud un iron pillar, and hruzeu 
walls against tin* whole* land, against the* kings 
of .ludah, against the prin<’t*s thereof, against llio 
prie'sls llieri'of, and against the pesiph* of the* laud/* 
He was a dtdeneed elty, an innt pillar, ami hra/eii 
Avail, in the exlt*nt to whieh In* was riveted and 
elinehetl in his own purpe»si» and aim, as wt*ll as in 
his altilmle of n|)poNition or Imstility ttJ the limes 
in whieh he liveel. 

FromI(\ whejse life* of (hirlyle in its just eoni" 
pleled form, h’t me say lu*re, lias iuj tspml in inter- 
est or literary value* among hiograplMe*s since liis 
nuisleFs life ed Sterling, prest*nts his hero t<i \ih 
a prophet in the lili*nil ami utilitarian sense, as a 
fort*tell{T of the* c*ourse rd events, ntnl says that an 
adeepuite essthnate of his W(»rk is not yet possible. 
We nniHt wait and see if he was right uhout demo- 
eraey, abend Ameriea, nniversnl suffrage*, progre*ss 
of the speedes, e»te. **WhellH‘r his nu'ssage* was a 
Inic message re*mHins t<i he* Mi*e*n/' If he was 
wrong he has misuHed his pt)wers. 'Flu* jwineiples 
of Ilia teaeliing are hilse. lie has offered himself 



an a guide upon a road of which he had no know- 
ledge ; and lii.s own desire for himself would be 
the speediest olilivion both of his person and his 
works.” 

But the man was true ; there can be no doubt 
about lhaf ; and when siu‘h is the case the message 
may S!ir(‘ly 1)C‘ h'ft to take care of itself. We have 
got lh(' full forc'C and benefit of it in our own day 
and geiuM’ulion, wliellier our ‘'cherished ideas of 
polilicid liberty, with Iheir kindred corollaries,” 
prove' illusions or not. All high spiritiml and pro- 
jilic'lie nll('nuu'('s are, instantly Iheir own proof a,nd 
jusliricalion» or they are naught. Does Mr. Froude 
ri'ally mean Ihnt Ihe ])ropheeies of Jeremiah and 
Isaiah have heeouu' a part of the permanent ''spir- 
itual inlu'rilunce of mankimr* because they were 
liU'rnlly fulfilh'd iu specifu' iustauces, and not be- 
cause llu'V were true from the (irst and always, as 
the impassioned yearnings and ujirisings and reach- 
ings-forlli of higli ( Jod-hurdetied .souls at a,ll times 
are true? Ui'garded merely as a disturbing and 
overturning force, Carlyle was of great value. There 
iK'ver was a limt', espeeially iu an era like ours, 
when the opinion and moral ('ouvieliori of the race 
did not iiei'd suhsj)iling, loosening up from the bot- 
tom, tin* shock of rudt', scoruful, mer(‘iless power. 
There are \n\ lliousaud agc'ueies and instnimenlal- 
ilies litillaling llu' .surfaec, smoothing, jmlveriziiig, 
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acter and without couHcioiut* ; iht'n the lyco\un, 
the pulpiU the novel* the eluh* nil culiimting 
the Huperlieies* and helping make lih' .shallow and 
inonolonou.s. How th‘<»p (ItK'S the heading editorial 
go* or the n'view artiele* or the Sunday sermon? 
Ihit Hiieh a fortn^ as ('arlyle disturbs tnir eom])hi- 
<‘eney. Opinion is sluK’ked* but it i.s (UH'fiened. 
‘'rhe moral and inlelltHdunl rtssonrees of all men 
liave hmi added to. But tlie litcTuI fulfillment and 
verifu'ation of his pn»pheeies* shall we insist 
upon that? Is not a prophet his own pnxjf, the 
Htune as a jkh'I ? M\isl we suinmtm witnesses and 
go into the justicH'-eourt of fiu*l ? The only tiues- 
tions to l>e asked arts Was he an inspirtal man? 
was his an authoritative voitn^P <lid he touch bot- 
tom ? was he sinew*? was he gnnmded and rooted 
in eharaeter? It is not the stamp on the <*oin that 
gives it its value* though on tlie hunk-note it is. 
Carlyle's words wen^ not promises, hut jH'rfonn- 
amx'S : Uiey im* gcHnl now if ever. "I'o test him 
by his polilieal tjpinions is like testing ShakestKaire 
by his fidt'lity to luslorieal fuel in Ins plays, or 
judging LutwUus by his philostiphy, or Milton 
or Dante by their theology. Cnrlyle was just as 
tliHlinetively an imaginative wHit*r us wen* any of 
these men, mul his ease is to he tried on the same 
grountlH. It is Ins ullenuu^t's ns a .siTr, touc*hing 
conduet, touehing duly, touehing natures tou<»liing 


ideal to be cherished, the standard he held to. 

Chirlyle was a poet touched with religious wrath 
and fervor, and he coiifrouted his times and country 
as scpiarely and in the same spirit as did the old 
prophets. He predicts nothing, foretells nothingv 
except (leatli aiul destruction to those who depart 
from the ways of the T^ord, or, in modern phrase, 
from nature and truth. lie shared the Hebraic 
sense of the awful mystery and fcarfulncss of life 
and the splendor and incxoraldencss of the moral 
law. Ilis habitual mood was not one of contem- 
plation and enjoyment, but of struggle and 'Mes- 
perale ho|>e.’* The deep bil)li(‘al word fear, — fear 
of the Lord, - ■ he knew what that meant, as few 
moderns did. 

He was antagonistic! to his country and his times, 
and wlu) wo\dd have had him otherwise? Let him 
be the hammer on the other side that clinches the 
nail. lie did not believe in democracy, in popular 
sovereignty, in the progress of the species, in. the 
political etiuality of Jesus and Judas; in fact, he 
repudiated with mingled wrath and sorrow the 
wliolc American idea and theory of politics : yet 
who shall say that his central doctrine of the sur- 
vival of the fittest, the nobility of labor, the exal- 
tation of jtistice, valor, pity, the leadership of char- 
acter, truth, nobility, wisdom, etc., is really and 
finally inconsistent with, or inimical to, that which 


modem movcinetil ? I Ihiuk it is ihv best medicine 
and regimen f(ir it that eonld he sngg(\sle(L the 
hcKt Mlay and <*ountervveight, For the making of 
good demcKTatH, there are no hookn like Carlyle’s, 
and we in America need e.Hpeeiidly to cherish him» 
and to lay his lenson to heart. 

It is hiH HUjmnne merit that he s{M)ke with abso- 
lute sincerity; not nmjrding to the helic^fs, tradi- 
tions, amventitmalitic^H cjf his times, f(»r they were 
mostly against him, hut acssirding iu his private 
and solemn conviction of what the will of his Maker 
with refert'iiee to himself was, I'he tvnmm why so 
mueli writing and preaelung scumds ludlow and 
insineem compared wdth his is that the writers and 
s}H*akers are mcmtly uiuler the inflnenee of <'urrent 
beliefs or received traditions; they deliver them- 
selves of what they have been iaught* or what is 
fashionable and pleasant; they draw upon a sort of 
puhlie fund of c<mviction and sentinumt and not at 
all fmrn original private reHcnircrs, as he did. IL 
is not their own minds or their own experienee they 
apeak from, hut a vague, featureless, gcmeral mind 
and genertil experience. We drink from a eistern 
or reservoir and not from a fount inn -head. (Carlyle 
always takes us to the source of intense personal 
and origiiml csmviction. The spring may he a hot 
spring, or a sulphur spring* or a spouting spring, — 
a geyser, as Fronde says, shooting up volumes of 


stoam and stone, — or the most rcfreKshing and deli- 
cious of fountains (and he seems to have been all 
these things alternately); tmt in any case it was 
an original source and came from out the depths, 
at times from out the Plutonic depths. 

lie bewails his gloom and loneliness, and the 
isolation of his soul in the paths in which he was 
(‘ailed to Avalk. In many ways he was an exile, 
a wanderer, forlorn or uneertain, like one who had 
missed tlu^ road, — at limes groping about sorrow- 
fully, anon des|)eratoly hewing his way through 
all manm^r of ohstnudions. lie presents the sin- 
gular anoimily of a great man, of a towering and 
iiuicjiie gtmius, such as appears at intervals of cen- 
turi(\s, wlio was not in any sense representative, 
who luid no prec‘ursc>rH and who left no followers, — - 
a man isolated, excH'ptional, towering like a solitary 
jx'ak or cone set over against the main ranges. He 
is in Uiie with none of the great men, or small 
men, of his age and (‘ountry. His message is unwcl- 
eonie to lliem. He is an enormous reaction or 
rebound from the all-leveling tcndeneics of demo- 
(‘Hiey. No wonder he tliought himself the most 
solitary man in the world, and bewailed his lone- 
liness eonlinually. He was the most solitary. Of 
all the great men his race and country have pro- 
duc’cd, none, perhaps, wore quite so isolated and 
set ajjari as he. None sliarcd so little the life and 


miJitiiincHl by llu‘ spirit cif ihvir ngt*. Tlw Hlernture, 
Ihr Iht* l!u» pulitir^ uf his limtns 

vvm' alikt* In him. Ilin unn an luarly 

an a ‘‘peak lu nariinj.** Hr fi‘ll hiiiiHrlf un a nar- 
row isihuinH of timi% miifruitlrtl by t\v*» rirniitirH, 
— the elrrniiy ]msi urnl the rlertiitv tc» rotue. Daily 
luul hourly hr fell the al»y?^iual ^^olihitle that mir- 
rtnuMhal hinn FauhmTcl with the rirhi*4 fiuul of 
ayiupathy* iuhI yet syinjmthi/ing witfi ho little* 
himleued with Huliritmle for the public* weak and 
yet in no vital or iiitiinate ndnlion with the puhlie 
lie would HtTve ; tlrrply absorbed in the hoc^ihI and 
jmUlieiil prtildrniH of \m time, itsul yet able to arrive 
at no adtHjuate priielirid mihilion of tlnuiu panMon- 
ately ndigicaiH, and yet rrpndtatiii|| idl enssU and 
fonrm of worship", denpiMin^ the old faithn, and din- 
gUHted with the new; honoring ntdenee, mid iteknow- 
hniging \m det»t to it, yet drawing Imek with horror 
from eonelumooH to whitdi mnvnvv inevit- 

ably to hnul ; emmltnlly a man of nation, of dmln, 
of heroie hbrt% yet fomnl to becsune a ** writer of 
bookii a ilemmwt who denmiiirtnl demraTHty; a 
radieal who tlenpistnl riulieidism ; *'a IHmtnn w ith- 
out a tTml/* 

ThoMi* tilings rneamm* the depth of his Hiiu’erity; 
he never lost heart or 1io}m% though lu-art ami hope 
had no littli* that wiw iaiigible to go upon. He had 
the piety anti ;eeid of a religioiiH devotee* without 
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ness of a reformer, without the reformer’s definite 
aims ; the spirit of science, without the scientific 
coolness and disinterestedness; the heart of a hero, 
without the hero’s insensibilities; he had strug- 
glings, wrestlings, agonizings, without any sense of 
victory ; his foes were invisible and largely imagi- 
nary, but all the more terrible and unconquera- 
ble on that account. Verily was he lonely, heavy 
laden, and at best full of '"desperate hope.” His 
Own work, which was accomplished with such pains 
and labor throes, gave him no satisfaction. When 
he was idle, his demon tormented biro with the 
cry, “Work, work;” and when he was toiling at 
his tasks, his obstructions, torpidities, and dispirit- 
ments nearly crushed him. 

It is probably true that he thought he had some 
special mission to mankind, something as definite 
and tangible as Luther had. His stress and heat 
of conviction were such as only the great world- 
reformers have been possessed of. He was bur- 
dened with the sms and follies of mankind, and 
must mend them. His mission was to mend them, 
but perhaps in quite other ways than he thought. 
He sought to restore an age fast passing, — the age 


that Ilf rinnlly lir{|\H*athril uh. If hr did aol nmkc 
UH louK fur thr man tt> rule* uvt*r us. he made 

UH all nuuily and heruie iiunlities afresh, and as 
if by a new revelaliun uf their value. lie made all 
HhalluwnesH ami shams \vt*nr studi a fart* as they 
never hefure wtire. lie made it easuT fur all men 
it) he mure truthful ami earnest. Htmee his Iimd 
efleet and value wiih as a fuuutuin uf fresh mural 
CHinvieiion and jH»wer. 'riie t»ld sttH*k truths per- 
petually neetl n^stating ami reapplying un fresh 
gmimds and in large and une\peeteft ways. And 
huw he r(*stated them ami reinfuretsl them! vera- 
eityi sineerity* rtnirnge, justtee, manlim*ss, rt*ligitms- 
nessr^^-^- hurning them inlt) the eunseienee of 
his times. lie took the grtmt faets uf e\isiem*e uut 
uf the mcmlhs uf priests, uut uf tlieir etmvtuitiuual 
theultjgieal swathing, where tluw were fast heeum- 
ing mummified, and pn^sented them quivk ur as 
living and hnaithing realities. 

It may he ndtletl that ('arlylt* was um* t)f those 
men whom the world ean neither make mjr break, 
-—a rneteurie niek fnmi mii the fiery ht^avens, 
lamnd to hit harti if nut self etmsumetb amt nut 
looking at till fur a eunveuient or a wift pliiee to 
alight, ~ a bhe/.ing star in his literary expression, 
hut in luH eharaeler and purpuse the* must tangi- 
ble and imcmmiuerable uf mem <) World, 

how wilt thou msnire thvself atfuhist this man? 


uiiu K nvju AAii v; xuiii uy ixiy j^uuiuaa, uur uy 

1.1 ly f^ibbcts and law* penalties restrain liim. He 
eludoH thee like a Spirit, Thou can>st not forward 
liirn, thou eanst not liinder him. Thy penalties, 
(hy poverties, neglects, contumelies: behold, all 
iliese are good for liim ** 
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AT SEA 

O NE (l()('a not seem really to have got out-of- 
(loorn till he goes to sea. On the land he is 
slml: in by the lulls, or tlic forests, or more or less 
housed by llu' sharp lines of his horizon. But at 
sea lie finds the roof taken off, the walls taken 
down; lie is no longer in the hollow of the earth’s 
hand, but upon its naked back, with nothing be- 
tween him and the immensities. He is in the 
great (*osmie out-of-doors, as much so as if voyaging 
to the moon or to Mars, An astronomic solitude 
and vacniity surround him ; his only guides and 
landmarks are stellar; the earth has disappeared; 
llie horizon lias gone; he has only the sky and 
its orbs left ; this cold, vitreous, blue-black liquid 
through which the ship plows is not water, but 
some denser form of the cosmic ether. He can 
now see the (‘urve of the sphere which the hills hid 
from him; he can study astronomy under improved 
condil ions. If lie was being borne through the inter- 
planetary spaces on an immense shield, his impres- 
sions would not perhaps be much different. He 



nivt’ tiul uf 

For it iini 4 mhiuttoil Ihn! n vtnni^' at am hn 
num* ifu}m*aHivt* lu tlio itiiai^ifuituai ihim to the 
nctunl HouHt*, 'Flu* wtirltl h Ifft In^hiiui: nil ataiuF 
itnia i»f Hm\ of of Hnn\ iin* viuusIuhI; 

lluTo In no Hm\ no ftirnu u«i i thn uni- 

vrrat* hna ihvintlltnl to a littio virrlr of rrutnpliHl 
wnti*n that jtnirin*va wilti van ilny nftrr flnv» and to 
whioh ytnt mtiu hoiniii hy mitm* tnn*lninttnt*nt, Tho 
aky hmnura a lihitlhiw, rlow lilting ilomt% or olne 
ft pnll of oloud thill HiTiiiH rrinly tti 4 o?«tTml upon 
you. You rannot hoo or rtmli/o lh«* viini luul viw'imt 
HurroiuuIIng : thrtT in nutliing to tlofitu* it or ad it 
off. 'Throo thoUHiitul ittiloa of 001*101 apnia;* nn* h%s 
inipnmivo ilnm throt* iihloH liotiinlnl hy niggcal 
incnmtain walla, hulmf, tho grnndrur of form» 
of nuigniluiks of diHlimrr, of proptiHion, nro cady 
upon nliorc*. A voyngr iivmm thr Atlnntin ia an 
cnglil or iofi day anil thnnigh vitrnury. I'luTC in 
no maimhlo progn^nn ; you \%tim no pointn. h 
it iha dtaunrr that in moving^ or h it tho am? or 
h it all a iiiviuT lunl iUimon of ihi* trouhUa! hniln? 
YcMc‘r(liij\ ill ilay, iut<l to Uiomnv, yoti an* in the 
aaina parenllirHi^ tif nowhon*. "rin* i\m*v hiitniml 
or mort» niilm tht* diip daily innkoH \n idnih not 
rmh Evory night thr nlttm diuno am! ml Ihrra 
in thomrno plara ainid tho rigging; ovt*ry morning 
tho aun inmum up from Imhind tho Hanm unvr, and 



.stajjfgor.s slowly across the sinister sky. The eye be- 
coDH'S a-Inin^^ry for form, for permanent lines, for 
a horivjon wall to lift up and keep off the sky, and 
frive it a sense of- room. One understands why 
sailors he<*oTne an ifnaginative and superstitious 
race; it is the* reaction from this narrow horizon in 
which they are pent, — this ring of fate surrounds 
and op])resHes Iheiti. They escape by invoking the 
aid of the supernatural. In the sea itself there is 
far Ic'ss to sthnulalo the imagination than in the 
VHrie<l forms ami colors of ilic land. IIow cold, 
liow merciless, how eh^mental it looks! 

'^riie only linings that look familiar at sea are the 
(‘loiuls. I'hese arc messengers from liome, and how 
weaxy and dis(*onsoliite tliey appear, stretching out 
along the horizon, as if looking for a hill or moun- 
tain-lop to r(\st U{>on, — nothing to hold them up, 
~ a roof without walls, a span without piers. One 
gets the impression Uiat they are grown faint, and 
must presently, if they reach much farther, fall into 
the sea, ])ut when ttie rain came, it seemed like 
mockery or irony on the part of the clouds. Did 
one vagiK^ly believe, then, that the clouda would 
respect the sea, and withhold their needless rain? 
No, they treated it as if it were a mill-pond, or 
a spring-run, too insignificant to make any excep- 
tions to. 

One bright Sunday, when, the surface of the sea 
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to the Houtli of OH all (liiy» whih* the* rost of the sky 
was clear. How tliev f^lowt^cl in the strong sun- 
light, their Htiinuiils shilling like a houquet of full 
moons, atul making a broad, while, or golden path 
upon tlie water! They <’anie ottl of tiu* southwest, 
an eiiitlleHs pnHa'Hsion of them, and lapenul away in 
the east. They were the piletl, (smvoluted, indo- 
lent (‘louds of midsummer, thunder clouds that 
had retired from business ; tlu* eaplains of the 
storm in easy imdress. All day they (ileil along 
there, keejmig the ship (smipany. Hcjw (he eye 
reveled in their <lermitc\ yet ever^ehanging, forms ! 
Their under or base line was ns straight and eontin- 
nous as the run of the ocean. 'Flu* suhslralum of 
air upon wliic’h they rested was like a tiniform layer 
of granite ra(»k, invisible, but all reNinting; not one 
partiele of these vast c*ltHi<bmoinitnins, so broken 
and irregular in their suinrniis* sank lielow this 
aerial granite boundary. The <H|uilibrium of the 
air is fns[uemtly sucdi that the under surface of the 
clouds is like a ceiling. It is a fair-weatlier sign, 
whether upon the sea or upon the land. One may 
frequently stH‘ it in a moiiritalnous distritd, when 
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aiul inixing up of these by some unknown cause 
that procluees storms. 

As the s\in neared the liorizon tliesc cloud-masses 
threw grt‘at blue shadows athwart each otlier, which 
afforded the ey(^. a new pleasure. 

Late one afternoon the clouds assumed a still 
more friendly and welcome shape. A purple, 
irregular range of them rose up from the horizon in 
tlie norllnvest, (‘xactly simulating distant moun- 
tains. The sim sank behind them, and threw out 
great sj>okes of light as froiii behind niy native Cats- 
kills, ^riien gradually a low, wooded shore came 
into view along their base. It proved to be a fog- 
bank lying low u[)()n the water, but it copied exactly, 
in its forms and outlines, a flat, umbrageous coast. 
You could see distinctly where it ended, and where 
the water l)egaiu I sat long on tliat side of the 
ship, and let my willing eyes deceive themselves. 
I (amid not divest myself of tlio comfortable feeling 
inspired by ilie prospcict. It was to the outward 
sense what dreams and reveries are to the inward. 
That blind, inslinolive love of the land, — I did 
not know how masterful and involuntary the im- 
pulse was, till I found myself warming up toward 
that pliantom coast. The empty void of the sea 
was |)arlly filled, if only with a sliadow. The 
inhuman (h'solalion of the oeoan was blotted out 
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rouHt* I vnnhl fet'l its friendly inllnence all the 
HmH\ even when iny hack was turned. 

In siuniner, fng neeniH to lie upon the Alluulio 
in great shnllcnv flecn’es, looking. 1 dare say, like 
Hp(»lH of nunild or niild<*w frtun an <‘lt'vulion of a 
few itiilc’H. 'riu*He h»g hankH are prcuhu’ed hy the 
deep eoltl eurrtaitH rinitig t<» tin* surfnc*t\ and eomiug 
in eontaet with tfie wanner air. One may sw them 
far in advanee* Itaiking ho nhullow that it Ht'eins 
if the great Hleanier inunt (airry her Inanl nhove 
them. But nhe doen not qnite do it. When nhe 
entern this olrntnirily* there heginn tlie ImarHe hellow- 
ing of her grtait w‘hiHll(\ Ah one do7,eH in Iuh berth 
or HitH in the enhiti reading* there eornen a vague 
impreHHitm that we art* entering Horm* port or har- 
bor* the Hoiuul in MO weletnue. and in ho nuggestive 
of the proKtmity of edher veHsedH. But only (uu’e 
did our hmd and repeattnl hallooing awaken any 
reHponHe. Kveryhody heard the anHwering whinlle 
out of the lhh‘k oh.scnirity ahead, and was on the 
alert. Our ateamer itintantly nlowed her erngiuen 
and redonhleil her locdingn. Tlu* two vtvHHtda noon 
got the hearing of eneh other, ami the ntrangcT 
panned uh on the nlarhoard Hide, the hoarne voita* of 
her whiHlle alone revealing her eourse to uh. 

Late one aftenuMm, an we neared the Biinkn. the 
word npread on deek that the kiudm and pinnaeleH 
of a thunder-eloiul Hunk below the horr/.on, and 



that (lo('i)ly and sharply nolohed the western rim of 
l]»c s{'a, W('r<^ ic(‘l)orgs. Tlic captain was quoted as 
aulliority. Ffe prohahly encouraged the delusion, 
^rhe jaded passengers wanted a new sensation. 
lOverylxxly was willitig, even anxious, to believe 
them icebergs, and some persons would have them 
so, and lislened coldly and reluctantly to any proof to 
llie (‘onlrary. Wind we want to believe, what it suits 
our convf^nience, or pleasure, or ]>reju(lice, to believe, 
one n(*ed not go (o sea to learn what slender logic 
will iiH'line us to believe. To a firm, steady gaze, 
thc'se ic(‘bergs were seen to be momently changing 
their forms, tunv (’hasms opening, new pinnacles ris- 
ing: but I lu'se app('aran(‘es were easily accounted for 
by the credulous ; the iee mountains were rolling 
over, or splitting asunder. One of the rarest things 
in the av<‘rag(* <‘ultivaled man or woman is the capa- 
city to r(*(‘eive and weigh evidence touching any nat- 
ural |)lu‘nornenon, especially at sea. If the captain 
had delil)erately said that the shifting forms there 
on the liorizon were only a school of whales playing 
at Icaji-frog, all the women and luilf the men among 
the passengers wouhl have believed him. 

In going to England in early May, we encoun- 
t('red the fine weather, the warmth and the sim- 
shine fis fif June, that had been “eentrar’ over the 
British IslandH for a week or more, five or six 
hundred miles from shore. We had come up from 


a lull aucl tuiuul HUiimuT iil iiiv lop. while a cold, 
backwanl .spriiig yet liiigeretl in the valley. But 
on our return in curly Augu^t^ llu* po.silionM of 
Hpring autl Nunnuer wta‘e reversal Sct»lliuul wan 
(H)hl and rainy, and bu* Ncverid duyn at nea you 
could In the distance hanlly tell the* Hca from the 
aky, all was ko gray and misty. In iiiid-Athuitic 
we ran into the Ainerit‘iui climate. The greut cem*- 
liuent, lianking there in the western sun, and ghiw« 
ing with midsununer heat, nunle itself felt tti the 
centre of tins briny void. Hic Him detfudictl itsi*lf 
aliarply from the nky, and iHH'ume like* a shield of 
burnished steeh whitdi the sky Hurnumded like a 
dome of glass. For four HUccesHive nights the nun 
nauk (’lear in the wave, sumetimcH Hceming to melt 
and mingle with the oeeiui. One night a bank of 
mini mnnetl to impede his Helling. He lingered a 
long while partly huried in it, then slowly disap- 
peared m Ihnnigli a slit in the vapor, winch glowed 
mBhot, a mere line of (Ire, for some moments 
afterward. 

As wc! neared home the heat la^mme Hevere. 
We were going down tlie hill into a fiery valley. 
Vast Htretehes of the sea wwe like glass bending 
above the long, slow lieaving of the primid tH^ean. 
Swordfish lay husking liere atul tliert* on tin* Hurraet% 
too lazy to gel out tif the way of the ship; 

air was calm, and on the level hritie 


VKH'asioiuuiy a wuiue wuuui uiow, or snow nis gus- 
tooing buc*k, attrtu'ling a crowd to the railing. One 
morning u whale plunged spitefully through the 
track of the ship hut a few hundred yards away. 

But the prettiest sight in the way of animated 
nature wtis the shoals of dolpluns occasionally seen 
during these l)rilliant torrid days, leaping and sport- 
ing, and appiircnlly racing with the vessel. They 
would leap in pairs from ilu^ glassy surface of one 
swell of the sl('am<T acro.ss the polished chasm into 
the next Hwelh frisking their tails and doing their 
best not to la' l)euleu. 'Fhey were like fawns or 
young kine sporting in a summer meadow. It was 
the only tou<’h of mirilu or youtli and jollity, I saw 
in th<‘ grim s(*a. Savag(‘ry ami (h'sohition make up 
th(‘ prevailhig exprc'ssion here, Tlie sea-fowls have 
W('irtl and dis<*onsolate cries, and appear doomed to 
pi'rpchinl stdiimle. Bui these dolphins know what 
cfjntpnnioriship is, and are in their own demesne. 
When <}m» HevH tluan bursting out (»f tlie wavc^, the 
impressi<m is llud school is just out; there come 
the boys, skipping and laughing, and, seeing m 
jtisi [JHHsing, cry to one another; *^Now for a race! 
Hurrah, hoys! We can heat 'em!” 

One notices any rhiingt* in the ('ourse of the ship 
by flu* stars at rughl, Kt»r nearly a week Venus 
sank nightly int(» the sea fur to the north of us. 
( )tir (nmrse tnaning liome is sonlh-soulhwcst. ^Hien, 
iMus tdidit. iLM voii onunenade the deek, vou see# 


dead aheatL 'The ^ckkI nhip has turiualthe corner; 
«he has sccfitetl New York hiirhor* and is making 
straight fur it* with New Kngliiml far away there 
on her right. Now sails atul sumke fmmels begin 
to apjanir. All (Haam paths convi*rge h<Tt^ : fnlb 
riggetl shitKS, piled with canvas, arc pnsscck rockitig 
idly upon the pcdisheil surface ; Hails are seen just 
dropping below the hori/.cau phnnloiu ships without 
hulls, while here luul there the black sumke of some 
ateamer tarnishes the sky. Now we pass steanuTS 
that left New" York hut yesterdiiy ; the (*ity of 
Home -- IcHjking* with her tliree smoke Mlneks ami 
her long hull* like two steamers together er(‘eps 
along the wouthent liori/^on* just ready to vanisli 
behind it. Now she standH in the refhs*ted light 
of a great white chnid wlnc’li makes a bright traek 
upon the water like tlu* full nuum. 'Hien she 
slides on into the dim and vwn dimim’r dwturu’e. 
and we slide on over the tnipie sea. and. by a splen™ 
did run, just eaieh the tide at the moment of its 
full* early the next morning, ami (mss the bar off 
Sandy Hook without a moment of time or im inch 
of water to s{mrt% 
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<. 5 r<»uu<lidu*sluuu kSVif’ riK'UUt. 
(h'uUHis UIKl, 

(irouHo, rultiui (/fo/uwaumijditis), 

4:i. 

(hulgcum, l(W. 

<aiU#«, lauidw’ftu, lui, u*t»a, 1106. 

fttlonn, 17, 

lUiirblrd. .sw> Hjmn'ow, Honlal. 
UuiiUlUm* imkt^ ill', hlH jiavUa, 
aui.uti. 

HiUiiJCiU*, Ihti, 46, 4(1, tU. 
llarUlodnwu hlU, 14, 16. | 

Hurt’, KunnuHiH, U7, '^(16, Ull. 
nartdu'H, tH.j, 
narvt’Htrlly. ('iautla. 

Hawk, k*(KI. 

nawtUoriu% Kntbfuili'l, 40. 
Jluyumliliig in KiigUuHl,HH,80, UO, 
Wu KHk 

!ln:?.it'(ut'rt'. fw, los. 
lliuaiu'i', iKTi. 

U(al|i;ttbng, 2*4. 

Hparrow, 72; notea of, I'K); 
lU'Ht (if, 72. 

liidUdKins groan, l(i7. 

IhdvoUyn, Kr^ imi, 

Ib’jiiUlnn, tH?. 
ilarb Udbart, Ub HH. 

Hai ring, m Uumiiwtoi BooUimd, 
2(HS. 

High bobs etr lllokar {('oiuptm 
tutrttim luitua of, lijo, 

Hit {'bln, 12tJ. 

Jbinay baa, 

Hoiiay^uakla, wild, W. 
Ilniim^fnarUn, or iijArtlafc, or wln» 
ibiw HWHlldW, 156; noUiH of, 156; 
nas^t tif. 77. 155. 


( VVrio/rHiwr coliibris), notes oft 

Hunt, T.olgh, 24B. 

HyiiaiiiUi, wild, or Iduoboll, 17T, 
m, 1H7, m. 

Hyla, 2U. 

liHUg(>bir(l, or liuligo Inmtlng 
{J'cmerina cynma^ song of, 
i;u, Mil, 168, 140. 

InuH, JfingUHb, lUG, 110-113. 

lUH('(;U, iiiUHlo of, 212. 

Induud, tbo lunit of, 3. 

Irvlug, Kdwiml, 73, m. 

' tlaokdaw, 16, 203; notes of, 142. 

duy, Hi'iawli, 102, 108 ; notes of, 
166. 

Jinvobwtuid, 1H8. 

Johnmm, Haiuual, 2^13. 

.Jnuoo, uluto-iiolorocl. Sqo Sno’vir- 
blrd. 

KntydUlR, 212. 

KoatH, John, a^otatlons from, 
121, IHl, 

Kant, walks In, 12-lG. 

Kingbird {Tyrtinnm tyr<xnnu$\ 
notes of, 12H, 132, 130. 

Kinglet, Kuropoan goUlon-crest- 
etl, or golden-cvostod wren, 132, 
UOtl; song of, 140. 

Kinglet, golden - orownocl, ot 
golden crowned wren {UeguVua 
»tar(timb song of, 132, 163. 

Kinglet, ruby-erownccl {llegulub, 
&aloiulala)i 132; song of, 132. 

r^idyVslIppor, 188. 

Uiko (Ustrlot, the, lCO-171, 

Uike Mohunk, 42, 

Uamlk, Oharlus, 2*10, 247. 

Lrfipwlng, or pewit, 164 ; ory of, 
117. 

Larlc. Soe Skylark and Wood- 
lark, 

Ijirlc, gniashopper, notes of, 138, 

I^eetditnere bottom, 118dl5. 

I.lehonsi In America and in Eng- 
land. 41. 



nil, nv. 
t,iv»' Utr rvrr, 

Lni'ki'rblr, 5'^. 
l,n|iiliin, *Mtri 1^1 ulmyt’ 

lit, I’.H, I'.ii, ovi tlliJWiiiK liftMtf. 
tUfi, liHl; It ilumi' itU* t'itji, 

lli'ury Wntkvnirlli, 
411. 

purjth', l?i;i. 

11*. 

Mttliililll, w 1.2. 

fitjtplo, .HI, ai, jMrt. 

Milt c-uni, iHji. 

Mnvtin, itutjili' t 
i:u}; iinifM of. in. 

MftriU't. Stt^ Uoiiw’ iHtirtltt. 

Mnvh, Srr- Till «»l», ?4*»l»|?. 
Mtnitlttwhtrk {Stutm-fitt mttpnH)^ 
nuii'H t^r, un, 1411. 

Minulow ISJ, l^»4. 

MiMlfttlii, r,'M. 
in?. 

Min.ilMhn Htimrt, W, 

MiUuni 4i»itn, nunliiiluna frtim, 

4tJ. 

MlnU«mn, f dn, 

MiK'liillftklnl iXtiuutH 
tMh ^iniis t»r, UUl, Ului, HI, 
Mt»«»4uiti4, |H(, 

l», 24 i^P; 

uf Uift« Utikt’ lilH m. 

MuDHti, IHIK 
MuwtiMHl, wlUtt 1Ht» 

’HHiK w, m, ns. 

NuMlis iiik 

Ki’Wt, rtnl, 4S, 

|im, W; ’ 

fclK^ hwtt at SI M’rlt’st tif ^ 

of, s<^‘i mm, ; 

m Mt Ittl. IW, 412, !*•<», ' 

tsi, i24,TJi, ito, m.K 

m, 

Klghtjsir, tmUm uf, l«l. 

NutlmUili, ISS, 

im, Knellsb. n. 107. 


(li«' i\r.itli« I, 2!H5 , ;nilin,tl 

Itir, V' Ni, ;'-i; ; lhi‘ I'lul til (ho 

Vi*> 

! I ir* hlil 4. iMin»h\ 1 h:i, 
niinhi, ltjtitutM*t0 {ifie’rttn f/crf^ 
ul, Ini, KU, KUi, 

141. 

nrinti*. tirrhuril. <ir nrrUiirtl wt.nr* 

npuritiHif pntitj.' of, 

I U. l.ui, 
nifor, 'itil, 

I IttHfl, I 2?. 

I»tts4«4, III-? 

iiyrti Mnl. A#'?’ Wa^ns^ll, wcmmI. 

t iv» I, 2iH, 

wild. 72. 

T^tirbliio, Kiiru|nmn, 2tni iimt nf, 
ViU 

IVrti, il, 4, 

iVwot\ c f 

imir^ i»r, 1 . 1 . I r; 

Afr! I.jijnnil*?. 

Tlttiib*' t Am |/»*r phtrf*^)f 

»*r, ix% 

Ttj^ iiut, r*r |*t«»tiii«! tiirtihiilt, 177% 

5 Vittrrli Mil. »»r Utbuk i4n- 

I ihu<M |w'tsalfj i>f, 

1 HO, 

; iiuvoImw, uvnt %t\t{ of, 

I r/0, r.'t, 

rijiii. itnouii no. '*?, 

TUiio IH, 

tn.uilMn.22, 

t*!4l|l4llt. l»4irt»W Iravint, IP, 'Jl, 
“HI. 

Tlmwittif, III Kwgknrt moi 
huol, f*P, wi, 

Tiilin-«l,2o4, 

Pnltnat 11111,117. 

TmoMUy. l4ii M|H*iiri whiCo, 11^. 

lA.j.jiy, fiti, INI, !?«}, yi4, 
l*rlnir»tw, 2H, 

!*rl¥rl, njf. ?:l. 
t*f«tfoUs4, IP. “Si, r4», l»:i 

qimll. Of Will wbitw (ro/liiwf Hr* 
tHnianm), “Sft, 


Kaihviiy -tmln.H, tlio vlim* J'roiu, 07, 

fiM. 

«ntH, l‘(H. 

Hctlhrt'aHU Str Uol>ln rcMlbmiHt. 
UcilMlarl, Auirrhian 
riifh'Ufii), H«»nK <)r, Ml). 
lifiMtart, Kui’opfun, noU'H ol’, 
Ml). 

Mjutrnnv, Htuip: af, WO. 
mil, 7*1, 70. 

Unml uu'nib'v, an oWl, rl, 75. 
liahln, Aiuft'h’un (i\Irruf<t inh 
u Hon|^ (>r lli-l, 125, 100, 
Ml), MK, Ml). 

Uabhi raclliraiiMl., ‘JlOli ; Hni\^ DO, 
115, Ml), VM, i:W, MO, 151, 152, 
158 ; m*Mt al', 72. 

Uoclu'Hli'r CaHl li’, 25, 208, 
Uuc’lK'fihT (’nllii’ilfal, 25. 

Uajj^ai'H, Hnimii'l, 210, 

U<hiU, 208 , 200 ; nuloH of, 155 ; nosfc 

iit\ 200. 210. 

fbioU pia, 200. 

UaH»\ will I, 20. 

Uolhay, I Ur rlvrr, 101, 102. 
llniiNsirail, iltoin ,lH(niurH, 2«17. 

Itur am'JiiniKs 1H7, 

Itiuntw (tft'totiU, 185, 180, 

UyM Mount, 40, 

Ht. .JriUn'H wort,22. 

Ht. rjutl’M (‘atUrilral, 1D8. 

SiitMUnry t'vnj^n, 65. 

Hsitlinoi.205. 

Hnntlplprr, Kun»pc»«n, itottm of, 
44 , 125, IMl, IW. 

Bntnlplprr, Npot tr<l (JHItla nuwh 
htrla), nolrn (>r, 125, lao, 

BontiO), thr, oontnwtrd with tho 
KukUMi, 51, 52; lU'ciunintanm^H 
annot^, 52 h trail of, 5J1, 54; 
thrlr lovr for HurnH, 5-1. 
Hrnilmid, Ornl. alight of, 4 11 ; 
)i»(imilah)H <»f, 0, LM 20; tour 
tlirougU, It, 12; JiioorlantlH of, 
2H, 20 ; NtrratUH and InUra of. 20: 
plovvln^ In, 50, 00; work of 
woiiirn and ^Irla in tUo drlda 
111 , m >5 ronntry Iuhimoh and vll- 
lifcgt) Uuumw In, UO, 70; froo uho 


a In. 

Hc.otHbrliy, GO. 

Hf.ott, Hir Walter, Carlyle on, 202, 
248. 

H(‘a.. Seo Ooean. 

HrdjjfO-warUler, aoiig of, 93, 04, 
HidUorne, 45, 113-115, 117-119. 
Blmekerford, 101-112. 

Hhakonpeure, (piotatioiiH from, 47, 
77, 80, 150, 170-170, 201); 150, 160, 
227, 220, 

.Blaikc'Hpeare’H CHIT, 10, 17. 
Slniwangnnk Mountains, 42, 

HhUfa. Svv Chaltlnch. 
Ship-building on tho Clyde, C-8. 
Hlvoktery, the llekls about, 18- 
20 , 

Skylark, 88; in Ameriea, 120, 127; 
nt the lu'ud of a serloH of llrltisli 
«(mg-bivdH, 155; Hong of, 0, 14, 
21,05, 124, 120, 128-180, 187, 138, 
140, 144. 

SnuilH, autfl and snail, 100, 107; 

ahundiinee of, in England, 213. 
Snowbird, nr Hlate-colored junco 
(Juiiro hiirmalU), song of, 130, 
Solomon’ H-Honl, 21. 

Sorrel, fllieep, 185. A-VeeDook. 
Southey, Robert, 2*10, 

Sparrow, bush or wood or flold 
{Siflzrlfd pKiiHUi)^ song of, 129, 
181, 188, 140, 150. 

Sparrow, ICugllKb {Pm&cv domes- 
//rus), 202; Carlyle on, 217. 
Sparrow, fox {PassereUa iliaca), 
song of, 181, 140. 

Sparrow, savanna (Passercuhia 
mnidwlrlu-iwls saw/tna), notes 
of, 128, 141. 

Sparrow, social or chipping, or 
hnirhlrd, or chippie iSplzeUa 
song of, 181, 130. 

Sparrow, songCI/e/ofiyi/so. ohirrra 
invfodia), notes of, 129, 131, 140, 
150. 

Sparrow, swamp (Melos 2 rlza goor- 
gPtnft), song of, 181. 

Sparrow, vemper (Powerfos grami^ 
tims)t song of, 131, 140. 
Sparrow, white-crownod {Zono- 



t:n, -H'>. 

^puiTtiW, wliHs' fUttnitnl «/m *rhann*«!. Ill* th«% U, H. 
jwfrit'hUi ttlinvtiiiifih »'»»M »'^* “Hit al*'* Ht Mlrlt. U-l, 

i:i\. ‘VJt*<** rtiii 1 1 , ^u, 

Hp.u ri»WH, «»f, 1.11. ‘Ilu4?>iu*», l»i*iwit i 

,H}UMnUvrlU«liii», U I. I ’JU. ntftimji, liul* n i«f, 1.*,', pil, 

HprltiH' l»ini.ntv. .s» ♦ t l4») iU . 

^4p^U|p^ 1H,\ TIh*kHU'. » 'Uun’*li. 

HtiullTi*!, !Uu*»|m mu, VI-, Vfta. Tlmip»U, hr iuiit «//?//»«• tjitt* 

Huninii, f^tg^ ijt, im, 

HqtniTMl.Kuy, i:s, via, lay, m. 

H*iulrr«*l, nnl, via, ‘nun!*h, loirant'l, surutj.*: nf. t?i, lit, 

iir«| iif, r»r ttr 

•iiw. il«% '•r, Ha, iVi, l^s 

HUvrlhig, lifrliMnl. .sw iirl*»li*, t>r | H* I t *, r^li las. 

; Til 111*41, NV ilnMiP'K, .sVri Yi’i^ry. 

HUuKiii?, rinl nli<»ul«l«'r»*«l. or rmt TJiiu^li, «»iivr iMi'krd t*r Hwniln- 
Whuitnl libit'kldr*! < SiMtt'sa f 

phttnirrimu *»f, IV?*, I3i, ». m.ni? *4, ir«Ni, 

HtoHis ,sVf UnililiHtt jjImiii*. thrudi, **44*1 muB^ 

Htt>rk, u»*?d nf. '31.1. *»i, iitji. lai, 

HlMtfMril uu l», ’Vl, “/i, 3(k lai, KW, llii, 1,,', [:^n^ i*f| 

iHi, 

Btmwimrry, wild, fill. TlMi«»U»y iiirA*a, t^ii. 

Hiuvnry. l«:i. av#. TlliiMaiw, urnmfe. 

Hwalhiw, Iwm (Hittmtii* I Tit, vim, 

(/Fiaifm), 4, ' TUl^itk w* ripif, Amf'rft'Mn, 

HwhUiiw, I’hliitnt^y, ttr ^ I'liUik, KtirMiii'sin, tiMirm i»r, HO, 

MWtft it'hitlurn ftfim/irst •, ’jii/j ; TlltiiMii^*, ittrai, *fr gr«*4t tit, l^| 
Itnlrm i»f, Kill, till*; nf, '.HW, I *4, Ml, 


HWillliiW, I’lllf \ [ 

lHniftonn\, n»*«4» ‘»f, 1^4, VIW, * 

BwhIIhw, nhlmiit^y, 4, 

inn ; nuti's of, 4 j nont «*f, 4, 
ir«i. 

Bwjillfiw, wlritlow. 3fV#» niHi »0 
imniri. 

Hwlft, t^Ulumry, Hm Kwntlow, 
clilinm’V, 

Bwirt, Kuropmti* oft 

of, 4, mm. 

Bwortlfi^h, mi, m, 

mmriofe ilHmmrn 
ihrumf tn^U hohm **f» i‘4, Ul«i, 

tJm, Ht, 

Tiircw, UW urn. 

Ti*fwf4, mi. 

Ttomymm, Alfwt, qtiotnilon^i 
frtitti, a4, IT4, XU, m, » 4S. 


J TinuMiisiM, iMtig InlUnt, 
riMrtd.viv. 
j TmofU. ri*’*4 of. ra, 

: m«>wl|ro. 3rf! t'liowlllk 
Tfoo rrlokoi. *i!'J 

Tm*8, 41 tot i4ottifo»fjti«M 

nr**« of urn, luT, Hm 

Follllgir*, 

Trillium, imlntrd, l», 

TrllUum*. IfM, 

Tro*Mohsf. tho. ptl. 

Trout, IlHtNU, l*a. 

*rurr. t»f I%url<»*i4 »tt<t Hr>«4l^ud# 

m mi. M, m, 

t*Uo«WMHf’r. tf4» 

t'vuljirl^. in, 

VnlloyM, Itll, trvi. 

3 Vwy, ttf WUii*4i'a 



Mohfn fnficrftaBns)^ 130; song of, 
13U, ir.7, irm. 

Vorvulu, 1K3, 

Vt'lcUnH, 214. 

Vlolot., l/ird'H-foot, 188% 

Vlolot, yt'llnw, 17H. 

Vlrco, broUiorly lovo or Vlitladol- 
l>hla (t’im* •j^hUaUcljihloHH)^ 
«<jng oI‘, HI. 

Vlmii ( ilrco oZ/rfrcnru/^), 

«oi>K of, 120, 131 133, 138, 141, 

imi. 

VlnHi, HoUUry or blnr-IuwitloU 
( llrtn miHftiHm), 130, liW; song 
t>r, HO. 

Vlroo, wnrUHng {Hrm j;Wtu<s), 
Hong t»f, 133, Ifxl, 

Vlroo, NVhlltM'yml ( r^rro no/v*/)o- 
rv^rr/wfM), 133; p«i«gof, Kll, 133, 
HI. 

Vln'jj, yeUow-tUnuvtad ( Vlrto /!«,- 
%^lfrunn)^ noU'H «>f, HU 
Vlfoos, Hotigs of, 132, l.’W, 1.'^. 
Virgil, iiuoiatUm fmu, h7» 

Wagtail, wator. Watcir- 

tbnish, largo hilled. 

■Wagtail, wood, orgohho^orovvmHl 
thrunh, nr goldoiiHO’ownod ac- 
-oontnr, or ovon-hlrd (.SV/oroa 
<ntn>ntpiUm)i wmg of, 133, 1311, 
mi, HO, i 

Walt% rtjoli: Hoonory In, «1!, ‘ 

Warhlor, Vilaok»oapi»ad, Sm 
lUuoU'Pap. ' 

Wnrhior, hlack-throatod gtron I 
(Jfrntfriyfni nirmfi), rnmgor, HI. 
Wrtrhlor, Canada f irz/soniftaann^ 
(!rmh\ song of, t4t, I 

Warhlor, garden, 153; song oT, 
tin. 120, m. 

Warhlor, hooded On?snnia mU 
/ro^n, song of, Hi, 

Warhhw, KoiUneky 
/oroirmrfl, mmg of, ini. 

Warhlor, naninilng {ih'othlyph 
H«tng of, HU 

Warbler, rt'od, ntdon (d, 120. 
Warlder, willow, or willow-wn'n, 
«<nig of, HI); iH‘Mt emd oggs of, 


Warhlor, yollow. Sec Ycllowblrd^ 
sunnaer. 

Water-lily. Sen Pond-lily. 

■Water-pliuitaiii, 3«3. 

Water - thruHli, largo -billed or 
Uoiiislana, or water wagtail 
iHcluVHS itwlacilla), 134; Bong 
of, IIH, 136, HO. 

Wax wing, cedar, ^oo Codar- 
blrd. 

Weasel, 22, 204. 

WolJHter, Daniel, 260. 

Weeds, In (Ireat Jlritain and lu 
America, 1H(1, 1«7. 

Westmoreland, 100, 171. 

Whale, 207. 

Wheat-car, 27, 100. 

WJiiu. .S'rr Kuim 

■White, (laijert, 80, 87, 04, 08, 130- 
a 33, 138, HI). 

Whltiahroat, song of, 96, 106, 116, 
12(1, 134, WO, 160. 

Wolf, 202. 

Wolmm' Forest, 46, 117. 

Woodbine, 42, 

W(H)deock, Kurojioan, 203. 

Wood-fi’og, 43. 

■Wood-lark, 0(1, lOt, 163; song of, 
13.6, 138, 140. 

Wood-plgt'cm, notes of, 05, 108, 

Woodj'UiT, 177. 

WckkIh, of Aincrina, 42; of Eng- 
land, 42 -47; in poetry, 40-48. 

Wordsworth, William, 47,48; qiio- 
tathms frtim, 121, 130, 1G3-1C6, 
Iflfl, 170, 174, 170, 182; the poet 
of tlmso who love anlittide, 160; 
hlR honse at Orasmere, 104; his 
attitude toward nature, 104,106; 
bis lonely heart, 170. 

Wren, Tlrltisb houfiO, or Jenny 
Wren, 73, 74; notes oT, 21 , 44, 95, 
120. 131, 132, 138, HO, 151; neat of, 
on, 2on, 207. 

W’ron, Knr<»ponn golden-crested. 
*vrr Kinglet, lOuropean goldou- 
erestwl. 

Wren, gold<‘n-cru\vned. Sec ICing- 
Ict, golden-erowned. 

Wren, honse { Troyfodytos aJ&d&rC^ 



m. 

AVrou, wiUuw. St v WnrhU'r, %vH 
low. 

Wri‘11, wliili'r {(ffhlorrhihtti hir 
nil; 1112, lllU, MU, 

IfM, ir.H. 

Mon^H of, lUl, IU3. 
Wryiiutik, 2 ua. 


..WTI 

wurblrr [lu tuln/tvti ivnlira^ 
<»f, t’.U, III. 

V>«llo\vliamtn«T, nr yc'Uovv ylto 

nnU'M iti, lU, 21, UW. Mu, lf»2, 15(5; 

lU'f^t of, ‘I'U. 

YrllciW'Uirout, MnryUiiul rn'imrth 
oni (t'lrhitH hntrhi 

darti/in)f aoug of, 12 y, KU, HO. 
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